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A Bird in Hand: Rescuing Wildlife in the Shoalhaven
- by Olympia Hendry, Zora Brown and Phil Hendry

Our region is rich in a diverse range of birds and animaléofei of the reasons we love being here,
AYYSNESR Ay (KS NB3IA2yQa ylI udzNJ t oSI dzii & Munsﬂ(d)fus 9 S
love getting out watching the birds come and gP. s S4aus (S 4 T 7

dedicated band of carers across th8hoalhaven,

sick and injured wildlife.

The WIRES branch that covers féd South Coast i :
Fishermans Paradise to Tilba Tilbareceived 750 it ™
rescue requests during January and February this yed

rehabilitated and released.

{2YSGAYSA AGQa | a &aArvYLX
dark and quiet for a day to allow it to recoveédther
times, an orphaned chick may need be fed and
tended for weeks or months till it can be releasédh
orphaned wombat joey needs to be cared for up to
months before it can be released.

n The wildlife rescuedeflects local abundance There are many
rainbow lorikeets, kookaburras, wattlebirds and magpie larks
among the birds,and wallabies, possums, kangaroos, bats and
wombats arethe common mammalsEvery now and then a more
unusual species turns up and &he rescue networR da G NJ A
comes to the fore.

Olympia has rescued powerful owls, a greater glidesouthern
giant petrel, a hooded plover,a painted button quail,a shining
bronze cuckooa collared sparrowhawk ana@ green turtle. The
hooded plover, giant petrel and turtle were transferred to Taronga
Zoo clinic for specialised carghile all the others mentioned
recovered in care and were released successfully.

R Redcapped Plover
We see lots of beactvrecked sea birds |

short-tailed and wedgetail shearwaters
are fairly common- but we have also|
seen  whitefaced storm petrel, |
providence petrel, southern giant petrel
little penguin, sooty tern and a red
tailed tropicbird.Sadly the survival rate =
for beachwrecked birds is not great, by

the time they are rescued many are too
emaciated to recover.

In January this year, a big swell washed
a small chick into the surf at Racecourse
Beach just south of Ulladullé.was tiny,
only 5grams andwaslater identified as |
a newly hatchedred-capped plover.A
beach walker found it, weak and sodde
and not being able to locate an
parents, called WIREB. care with Zora in Bawley Point, the chick was dried aAuydzated.It recovered

quickly and began to walk, it ate tiny meal worms, earth worms and egg mixed with powdered supplement.
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As it recovered, Zora and Chris Brandis from the Shore Bird Recovery program spent some time back at t
beach trying to locate the parents without succes3oncerned that the plover would become too
humanised, Zora created a small sandy beach enriched with water, seaweed and sand hbppataver

loved the little crustaceans, which were replenished every ddter about 35 days the plover was ready to
fledge and in consultation with the NPSW it was released on a beach in Meroo National Park where adul
RCPs were known to frequent.

Tawny Frogmouths are terrible nedbuilders and chicks
falling from their branches too early are a fairly comm¢
occurrence Every effort is made to reunite the falle
chick, but in cases where the parents cannot be locat
the chick is raised in cardhey are the most beguiling
bundlesof fluffL 1 Qa | 22& G2 &ass
confident juveniles.

i N y

One of our recent frogmouths, Fabio, was released
soon as it could fly and sdked, but as usual it had
become accustomed to our house and could see
reason to leave straight away.

Over the next fewweeks,it began to wander at night,
coming home to sit in the verandah rafters during the da
After about a month it began to gawayfor days at a time g

I YR SﬂSYu dzi £ fWe wenileR WAQKSMD
whether it is able to fend for itself, but all you can do
give it a chance. Tawny Frogmouth (Fabio)

Rescue organisations aim to alleviate suffering and to ¢
injured wildlife a second chancélot all survive and the
life of a wildlife carer is filled witlhoth heartwrenching
grief and wonderful moments of joy and exhilaration.

Sacred Kingfisher

This summer we had two sacred kingfishers,
both concussed after collisions with glass. Up
close they are magnificent little birds, and
apparently so trusting, letting you hold them to
feed. Seeing them both streak ®finto the
distance was a great feelingihere is a great joy
to be had in seeing a rescued animal or bird
recover and be released.

How can you help injured wildlife?

All the organisations welcome volunteers, and
there are many different roles that need filling,
from initial rescue, caringnd transportto fund-
raising. You can report injured wildlife to one of
the rescue organisations. You can stop and check injured and killed marsupials for joeys in their pouch.

All wildlife rescue groups are licensed by the NPWS$he Shoalhaven there are two main groups, WIRES
Mid South Coast which covers the region from Fishermans Paradise to Tilba Tilba, and Wildlife Rescue So
Coast which covers Kiama to Batemans Bay and the Southern Highlands. Additionally, -QRR©DA
specialises in marine mammals is active in this aoczdl them for sea dolphins and whales.
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Contact detaildor wildlife rescue organisations

WIRES (statewide)Ll300 094 737 www.wires.org.au

Wildlife Rescue South Coa$1418 427 214 www.wildlife-rescue.org.au
ORRCAO02 9415 3333 www.orrca.org.au

r i E
_— A ' Satin Bowerbird
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https://www.wires.org.au/
https://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/
https://www.orrca.org.au/
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Bar-Shouldered Dove Range Extension Follow -up
- by lan Parker

[This article is in response to the Bsrouldered DovéBSDhprticle in the January 2026 BirdLife Shoalhaven
magazine]

CNRBY (GKS YAR mMppnQa 6S ¢2dzx R GAAAG ( NS espeRiddyil6v&INy
the call of the BashoulderedDove andcame to associate it with our trips to Kakadu and the Kimberley.

What a surprisave hadwhen aroundfive years ago we heard the Bahouldered Dove call in our Jaspers
Brush gardenSo, of course we looked up our bird books.

Our first ever was a secondhand edition of the Readers Digest Complete Book of Australian Birds, publish
in 1976 and bought by us a couple of years lateadvisesthat the Barshouldered Dove range extends
down the east coast as far #® Manning River in Northern NSW.

G2 KGO . ANR A& ¢ Kdraviged field editiin3WAI{ RO\ &/ Sae 0SS 6 A NRQ&A N
as Newcastle.

aAOKIFSf a2N02Y065Qa CASftR DdzZARS dzLRIFGSR &a2YSGAYS
the soutH' and the indistinct map seems to hathee rangedownto about Sydney.

And as your article attests, it is now seen regularly in the Shoalhaven!

So, our apologiedpr had we reported the bird in 2020 or thereabouts maybe Birdata would have been
updated earliet We have not heard it again in the last couple of years.

| wonder how far down the coastie speciedas progressed by now?

Barshouldered Dove

®9 RA G 2 Nk chetkedi Brifata, and it shows quite a few records for the BSD around Bateman's Bay
with the most southern sighting beinjgst south of Tathra. Althoughh K S rafigé aa extended far to the A
south of the Shoalhavenmy wifeKaren and | haven't got it on our house list yed dzi A G Qa 3 S
2 §Q0FS NB OS Yy iivo &ilone®eS sgwaykoi hamglf &
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Fire Follow -up: The efect of the 2019/2020 fire on bird populations at two Shoalhaven sites
- by Chris BrandisNIUD Birdwatchers

& Little Forest Walking Track

Bird populations were recorded regularly at the low altitude site of Yatte Yattah Nature Reserve and a highe
altitude site of the Little Forest walking track since 2016. The number of species and the number o
individuals were recorded, some in eBird and others in Birdata, and now some 5 years on from the
2019/2020 mega fire, the data is-examined to assess the effects on the bird population that were
recorded at these two areas.

Yatte Yattah NR has a 500 m Birdata transect by the forest to the rainforest edge and back through th
forest, which takes about an hour.
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As shown in the grapbn the previous pagehe number of bird species anq
individuals show a dramatic decline since the 2019/2020 fire. The ave
species count dropped from 24.6 to 10.5, and the average number of &
from 74.8 to 24.4, n = 13 and 25. There has been a slow increase i
populations as the habitat slowly recovers, but some species, such ag
Leaden Flycatcher and Whiteroated Gerygone have not returned. T
rainforest was badly burnt and the track down to the creek lost with {
fruiting fig trees affected that once attracted Topknot Pigeons and Gr
Catbirds regularly, but now only occasionally.

The Little Forest Walking Track was surveyed from the car park, along the Little Forest Walking Track, th
some 500 m along both Florance Head and Rusden Head Walking Tracks, then up to the communicati
tower and down to the car park, generally taking about 2 hours.

The graph below shows the reduced species and numbers of birds experienced after the fire, red spot. Tt
average species count fell from 20.8 to 9.5 and the average number of birds 342.4 to 36.17, n = 10 and 25.
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. Before the fire high numbers of individuals were reported
Beautiful Firetail during the honeyeater migration, especially Amtumn and
some in Sring, supported by the banksia flowerings. The
2025 Autumn is the first time since the fire that numbers of
honeyeaters have migrated through with the recovering
banksias having up to 5 flowers, which should improve in the
coming years. Th&mmer numbers could be very low any
time with little flowering and food.

Since the fire species such as the Rockwarbler, Beautiful
Firetail and the large cockatoos have not been recorded,

~ Rufous Whistlers have returned in numbers. On the first two
9 surveys after the fire the Olive Whistler was observed, but as
= the ground coverincreased,they have not been sighted
Insect numbers appear to be increasing with butterflies such
as the Varied Swordgrass Brown now being quite common.

The trend appears to indicate that it could be another 5 years at least before these sites return to some
semblance of what they were before the firproviding another fire does not set it all back.
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Bird Photography Talks

CoR presented by BirdLife Shoalhaven

Presenters: David Stowe and Lachlan Hall

Where: the Stableford Room at the Worrigee Sports Club

When: 13" June 1:30pm to 4:30pm

Cost: $33 (includes afternoon tea)

Get tickets events.humanitix.com/birdlifeshoalhaverbird-photography

BirdLife Shoalhaven presents an afternoon with two of Australia's premier wildlife photograpbergid
Stowe and Lachlan HaCome and see some amazing images and learn the stories behind them.

David Stowe and Lachlan Hall are respected
wildlife photographers, particularly known for
0 KSANJI SEOSLJuAQYIf 0 A NR
work often highlights intimate avian moments
using light and composition to tell compellin
stories. He will be talking about how t
photograph birds, and particularly shorebirds.
2017, David cdéounded Flock Wildlife Tours
with Henry Cook, and is now also joined |
Lachlan Hall; both of whom are ecologists
well as talented photographers.

David was the Australian Geographic Nat
Photographer of the Year in 2015. You can i
some of his work atlavidstowe.com/qgallery

Lachlan is recognised for his striking, detailed
images that capture bird behaviour and
personality with precision. Both share a deep
passion for conservation, using their

photography to raise awareness about B\ ) ———
@dzt yYSNIr ot S OANR _ alLISOASa | - o7 U SO [ Olet | v Q3
ukrtl1 Aa SYuAut SR _azKeg : ;

GANRAKE yR 6Aff RSaOS ; A SN2 O A N
and wildlife photography, why he does it, and ,
what he has learned sorfa -

Lachlan Hall is based in Jervis Bay. You can see
many examples ohis work on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/lachlan.hall.798 and on
Instagram atvww.instagram.com/wild_lachie

Join us for the afternoon and learn some tips
about how to photograph birds better and how
to successfully shoot shorebirds.

Take the opportunity to learn from the best, improve your photography or just admire the amazing artwork.
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Great Glossy Count

16 - 17 May, 2026
nHay ' §

N

-

REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN

Be part of something big.

¢KS DNBIFIG Df2aae /2dzyd Aa | ylraA2ysARS S@Syid 4K
charismatic and threatened birdsthe Southeastern Glossy Blagkockatoo. Held across Queensland, New
South Wales, the ACT and Victoria, this weekend of action brings citizen scientists together to spot Glossie
track their feed trees, and collect data that helps scientists understand how these birds are suramohg

where they need our help most.

No experience needed. Just a keen eye, a bit of time, and a love of nature.

For more information, check out tiselinks- Facebook www.facebook.com/GlossyBlackConservancy
Website- glossyblack.org.aX

@

A=
Ty S
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Bird Haven Festi\;al

Shoalhaven Heads NSW
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Stay tuned fothe names of our guest speakers aiaket sale informatia ..

Corrections from the January magazine

The January magazine now available for download has had the following corrections made, but if yo
downloaded an early version it will contain the following errors that should be noted.

TheSkylarkpictured n the article about a Beginners Trip to Werribeas actually a Striated Fieldwren
TheWhite Blackbirdarticle was written by Chris Shinton.

Photographs shown in the Manyana Matters article were all taken by George Davey

Kate Rsuggested having bird names on all bird photos, rather than relying on adjacent text in articles.
This will be policy fromnowondzy f Sda ¢S R2Yy QU THagk@Kateld KIF 0 0 A NR A

E E EE]
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Macquarie Marshes z Malikyanga Ngurra z given Advanced Conservation Status
- text and Marshesphotos byChris GroundsConservation Correspondent

A significant development in the future conservation of the Macquarie Marshes was the January 2026

CSRSNIf D2@SNYyYSyi

RSOt NI GAZY

0@ aAyAaidSNI adzNNJ

the EPBC Act and the recommendation of the Threatened Species Scientific Committee.

o

Macquarie Marshes
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The listing is for an ecosystem and will
include waterways, floodplains, wet
lands and vegetation as a defined set
of ecosystem components within the
defined area, which includes all the
Marshes area.

The listing was first foreshadowed in
2024.

The contemporary conservation that

this decision represents for one of the

great wetlands of NSW, the Macquarie

Marshes, has been built on far more

progressive governance, local land
holder activism and Marshes ecology
as a Birdlife KBA and in part, a NSW
Nature Reserve and an internationally

recognized Ramsar site.

It will hopefully help conserve wetland
areas that sit outside the Ramsar site,
which is 10% of the Marshes, from
bigger development pressures like
mining. The Lower Murray River was
also listed.

There is very significant context on the
Marshes in both traditional and
historic Aboriginal connections. These
lands were occupied for grazing in the
mMmynna o0e W{ljdz G4USNER
were migrants, convicts or sons of
convicts.

Pastoralists followed in the late 19th
century and land empires were grown
on the basis of sale or lease.

From then decades of rural enterprises
grew to extend grazing to include the
damming of the Macquarie River and
irrigation cropping. In broad terms this

has been the continuous
environmental threat to Marshes
, ecology since the 1840s.
| The Wayliwan and their country

involves their extensive and very long

P term settlement and attachment to the
i Marshes, which is documented and

now recognized with inclusion in
Native Title lands of the Wayliwan.
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The new classification will hopefully help conserve wetland areas that sit outside the Ramsar site, which
10% of the Marshes, from bigger development pressures like mining. The Lower Murray was also listed.

The Committee recognized the pressure from changes in water flow, invasive species and loss of nati
vegetation in the context of growing threat from climate change. Provision and management of
environmental flows will be crucial to appropriate management but that is not new in the conservation
picture.

Minister Watt, a Federal Senator, assured farmers can continue to conduct regular rural tasks but that an
proposed developments will now require more rigorous assessment of environmental impact.

BirdLife Australia welcomed the federal decision. CEO Kate Millar noted that the Macquarie Marshes, a K
Biodiversity Area, are home to more than 70 species of waterbird including 43 species that breed there an
are spectacular places of immense importance to Australian birds and are internationally recognised.

/ 9h aAfflFN aFAR aLGQ&a SyO2dzNFIAYyI ySgazr o0SOldzaS
of these birds are in need of urgent protection and b
recovery actions, including the elusive Australasian
Bittern which is the focus of a dedicated recovery team
led by BirdLife Australia. Extended dry periods aré™a
major threat to Bitterns, so conserving the wetla Aibe o . A
SO2aeaisSvya (KS& RSLISYR . L Shalr NV ST RN T |y

GLGQa O0OAGUSNEOSSG 6KSY NJ
dzy RSNJ 4KS 9t ./ |Odd hy y OF
that they are threatened enough to be eligible, ont

20KSNE AGQa LRaAAGAGS (K Ay 3

NBEO23ayAaSRZIé aa aAffl NJ
The Murray Darling Conservation Alliance welcomed the decision.

¢tKS fAaldAy3d RSOA&A2Y ¢l a tFdzZRSR o6& GKS bl (ddz2NB /
Marshes when gold mine exploration had threatened core sites in the Marshes in 2024. The NCC h;
O2YYSyYyiGSR (KIFG GKS fAadAy3a gl a +y alfl NY Sffs r
Ly FGia¢

Fd GKS KSFIfUK 2F GKS NRAOSNY ¢KAa | dzikK2NJ O
¢KS blGAz2ylf CIFNNYSNBE CSRSNIGAZ2Yy AyaradaSR NBIdA I
GdzyySOSaadal NBE RdzZLJX AOF GA@BS O2YLX SEAGEééH 28 aKz2dz |

syndrome!!!

*N.B. Photographs, research and text of this article have not been produced with Al.
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lllawarra -Shoalhaven Shrublands on Volcanic Outcrops listed as Critically Endangered
- by Deb CallisteCarter, BLS Conservation Officer

lllawarraShoalhaven shrublands on volcanic outcrops were listed as a Critically Endangered threatene
ecological community under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC A
on 12 March 2026. This means that it is now protected under national environmental law and any actions
that will have a significant impact on it will require scrutiny under national environmental law.

So what is it?

It is a type of dense shrubland typically dominated by Melaleuca armillaris (bracelet-hgndg) or Kunzea
ambigua (tick bush)and is restricted to exposures of igneous rock on ridgetops, hills and benches between
the coastal escarpment and the sea in the Sydney Basin Bioregion south of Wollongong. It provides habit
and food resources for a range of pollinating and stsstiing fauna, including mammals, birds and insects.
These species are not solely dependent on the ecological community but also occur in adjoining or neart
rainforest and woodland and benefit from having a range of connected habitat types.

The lllawarraShoalhaven volcanic shrublands

ecological community is most likely to occur i Red wauléﬁr\w
small patches from south of Wollongong § N
particularly at or near Albion Park, Killalea and g, I A : ak
inland from Milton and Ulladulla to around \ LANNSE &) e o TR

Bawley Point. It is highly fragmented and has *
been primarily impacted by clearing (both :
historic and contemporary), quarrying, invasive
species and climate change. Much of the
ecological community has been cleared or -
otherwise destroyed, and the remaining area consists mainly of small patches Threats and impacts ha

compounded and intensified over recent decades.

Only about 7 kctaresof the lllawarraShoalhaven volcanic shrublands occurs in state conservation reserves,
l.e. Killalea Regional Park. Abou8 hectares of the ecological community is currently under a Biodiversity
Stewardship Agreement and approximately 41 hectares is proposed to be set aside under a Biodiversi
Stewardship Agreement. No patches of IllaweBfzoalhaven volcanic shrublands on Milton Monzonite or
Termeil Essexite substrate are known to occur in conservation reserves or Biodiversity Stewardshi
Agreements at the time of the national listing assessment. This means that conservation of remaining
patches on private land will be critical to its survival and recovery.

If you want to find out more about this ecological community, including where it is likely to occur, how to
classify its occurrence, and an analysis of threats and recovery action needs, check out the map ar
conservation advice available liwarraShoalhaven shrublands on volcanic outcrops

I [* Both Bracelet Honeynyrtle and Tick Bush are exceptional plants
Grey Fantail for attracting and supporting birdlife in New South Wal@$eir

Iy flowers produce significant amounts of nectawhich attracts
honeyeaters like Little Wattlebirds, Red WattlehirdNoisy
Friarbirds Eastern Spinebills and New Holland Honeyeatérse
papery, exfoliating bark of older Melaleuca specimens is a-gold
mine for gleaners like Whitthroated Treecreeperand Sittellas

~ Tick Bush is legendary fattracting massesof beetles and flies,
T ~ which in turn brings in "hawking" insectivores like Grey Fantails
N . and Willie Wagtails, and itslow, tangled thickets provide
protection anda perfect foraging ground for Superb Faimyens and Whitebrowed Scrubwrens.]
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New protections for migratory seabirds
- by Deb CallisteiCarter, BLS Conservation Officer

Fifteen migratory seabirds foung
in Australian waters are no
protected under the Conventio Fleshfooted Shearwater
on Migratory Species (CMS): t ’
Heshfooted Shearwater and 14
gadfly petrel species* an
subspecies. The listings we
adopted at the 15th meeting of
the CMS, which took place i
Campo Grande, Brazil from 23 t
29 March 2026.

The listings provide stricte
protections and better
international cooperation for
these seabird species. Alsg
species listed that are included i
Appendix | or Il of thConvention
must also be placed on the
migratory species list under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). This means they will ha
FRRAGAZ2YFE LINRGSOGA2Y Fa | WYFGGSNI 2F yFaA2y Il f 8§

Herald Petrel D2dzZf RQa

WF ¢KS wmn 3AFRFEE& LISGNBt &ALISOASA Ay Of dzR-BeckediPeEiRIR &
Blackwinged Petrel, Providence Petrel, Gifiaged Petrel and the latest addition to the list of Shoalhaven

Birds, recently confirmed by its BARC (BirdLife Australia Rarities Committee) acceptance, the critical
endangered Herald Petrel.
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Facebook z what you may have missed

Australasian GannetPhil Hendry

Variegated Fairy Wreiq Philidendry
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L4
Brown Quailg Yolande Cozijn Sooty Oystercatcher Kim Touzel
.

Rufous Fantat Yolande Cozijn

_— T TR " - --

Qrﬂ%’ Godwitc Fiona Evans
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