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President 's Report
- by RobDunn,PresidentBirdLife Shoalhaven

Many thanksto ChrisGrounds

Unfortunately Chris Groundshas advisedBLSthat he is
standingdown as our ConservationOfficer and from the
Committee.

On behalf of the BLSCommittee and members BirdLife
Australia and the many groups and people he has
supportedin this role, | would like to expressour sincere
thanksfor all he hasdone.

Chrishasbeen ConservatiorOfficer for sevenyearsafter
answeringa callfor volunteersin 2014in the "early days'
of BLSwith his own stated preference to focus on
conservation. This is something he traces back to his
universitywork in natural geographyand educatbn prior
to alifetime aroundconservatiorand professionalvork in
geography, environmental education and aboriginal
studies.

Chris's work for BLShas involved many submissions
continuing research,liaison and consultationto support
individuals, groups, organisations and agencies,
community presentations as well as public and

community media work. Thishas included some serious
and very successfukcampaignsassociatedwith key bird

issues, particularly at Cudmirrah Beachand Jervis Bay
NationalParkinvolvingthe KeyBiodiversityArea.

His contributions to the BLSMagazinereflect his long-
term experiencein writing and use of photography to
develop greater understandingof the environments of
which birds are a part. Photographyis a very important
part of Chris'dife and he isrecognisedor this throughhis
many exhibitionsand continuingcontributionswithin bird
conservation and advocacy. Chris is also a volunteer
member of the NPWSShorebird RecoveryProject on
BoodereeNationalParkbeaches

Hisamazingcontributionswill be sorelymissedin hisroles
asBLSConservatiorDfficerand committeemember.

Please help uso deliver our conservation agenda

With Chris's departure, the Committee is currenf
looking at how best to fill the obviougap left in our
bird conservation capabilities.

While advocacy and submission writing are obvioy
critical, we are also currently looking to progress Of
off conservation projects, like the importance of urbg
trees and our Jervis Bay KBA strategy.

| woud be keen to hear from anyone who could he
BLS deliver our conservation agenda. All ideas
welcome- phone 0430 250 600.

New bird signsat BangaleeReserve

Shoalhaven Council has just installed two new bird
interpretative signsat BangaleeReservan Tapitallee.The
reserve on the north sideof the ShoalhaverRiverwest of
Nowra is one of the best birding spots on the South
Coast.

All of the photosfor the signswere taken by BLSmember
and former BLS secretary Kim Touzel, who was the
obvious choice. Kim is a great bird photographer,lives
nearbyanddoesregularbird surveysat the reserve.

Thesesigns are another excuseto enjoy the reserve's
excellent bird walk. With riparian woodland, rainforest,
open grassedareas, sandstonecliffs and open forest, a
wide rangeof birdsare guaranteed
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Donationsfrom BLSnembersand supporterspaid for the
designsandtheir production.For more information about
the walk, clickhere.

Our AGMin February

Forty membersand friends gatheredin St GeorgesBasin
in Februaryfor our eighth AGM.Thenow well-established
order of eventsincluded a bird walk, the meeting itself
and Brett's annual bird trivia quiz (see photo below). A
good time was had by all, notwithstanding the obvious
disputeswith some of the trivia answers.[Editor's Note:
there were no successfutlisputes!]

At the AGM | was able to announcethat Phil Hendry
would be joining the BirdLife Shoalhavencommittee as
our VicePresident.

Phil has been a long-standing member of the Milton-
Ulladulla Birdwatchersand is its current President.It is
great that with Phil joining Mike Jefferis, the BLS
Secretarywe now havetwo peopleon the BLSCommittee
from 'down south'.

BLSand ShoalhaverLandcareand lyrebirds

BirdLife Australia were looking to shoot a fundraising
video on the impactsof the bushfireson lyrebirds,so in

December BLS members joined ShoalhavenLandcare
property owners and Dr. Alex Maisey from La Trobe
Universityin front of the camerasat sitesnear Tapitallee.

After a fun but exhaustingdayin the field with interviews,
camerasdronesand more, the footagewasin the ‘can'. It
was a lot of effort for a three-minute vided View the
video at www.youtube.com/watch?v=6j4bwiBo010you
canmakeup your own mind on the end result, but it was
all for averyimportant cause
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There are None SoBIlind : a Conservation
Challenge

- by ChrisGrounds BLSConservationOfficer

I shouldnote before you proceedthat this will be the last
of my reports as CO.After sevenyearsat the deskl have
resignedfrom the role and the BLSCommittee.| would

most sincerely thank you for reading the conservation
materialthat | havecontributedasCO.l could but saythat

the conservationchallengesassociatedvith birdsis asbig

if not biggerthan it waswhen BLSstartedin 2014.

ALLTHATGLITTERSNOTGOLD
BUSHFIREECOVERY

Many of usinvolvedin the BLSBushfireRecoveryProject
have noticed that there hasbeena strongplant recovery
over the last year at many sites - from ground level to
canopy.The epicormicshootson the trunks of Eucalypts
and Corymbia have made a major contribution,
particularly to our visualimpressionsthat can maskthe
needto lookercloser.

Jerrawangal@neyearregrowth

Theone important thing this testifiesto is the recoveryin
habitat in the first year is foliage dominated and not
matchedby the floweringsocriticalto bird habitat.

Somanyof the treesthat areiconsof the south coast,the
Red Bloodwoods, Spotted Gums, Scribbly Gums, Grey
Ironbarks and Old Man Banksiawere extensivelyburnt
robbing birds and other arboreal fauna of blossom,
psyllidsand bark insects.The trees mentioned here were
all due to flower in and following the months after the
bushfiresbut of coursedid not, couldnot.

Oneobservationof the flow-on impactshasbeenthat the
trees, so busyin developingfoliage, have not developed
flowering. It is interestingthat the RedBloodwoodsand
ScribblyGumsin the refugiaareasl haveworked in have
had one of their poorest flowering seasonsof the last
decade Wherethere is somespasmodidloweringthere is
arealattractionto arangeof species.

Openforest and heathlandstestify to a further impact of
the bushfiresin habitatandthe smallerbanksiashrubsare
testimonyto this. Theseincludethe HeathLeavedbanksia
[B.eicifolia], Hair Pin Banksia[B.spinulosh and Swamp
BanksigB. paludos3g all of which commencefloweringin
the early Cool seasonand continue through the Cool
seasongspeciallythe red floweringB.ericifolia.

BraidwoodRoad- severeburnin Banksiashrubs
with no recoveryafter twelve months

In somesitessuchasthe BraidwoodRoadthe fire wasso
hot that these shrubswere totally destroyedand will rely
on regrowth from surviving seed shed from cones in
competitionwith other plantsfor regenerationspace.

In other sitesof severebut lesshot burn the banksiahave
regeneratedfoliagebut it hasbeennoted that only avery,
very small number of these shrubs at these sites are
settingflower.

Thebestsign- regrowth andfloweringbanksia
shrubat Yerriyong
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It is feasibleto suggesta very depauperateshrub-banksia
feed store this Coolseason.Thehoneyeatersn particular
will be impacted by this. This will place even more
pressureon the refugiaareas.

In summary,the trees and shrubsin the secondyear of
recovery¢ 2021, will continue the broader pattern of a
paucity of feed and thus foraging for birds and other
fauna, which is not to say there is some improvement
from 2020 in feed but observationssuggestit is quite
limited.

The Shoalhaverhas had significantareasof refugia not
bushfire impacted but even these require their own
characterisation.

The Old Man Banksia[B.serratd, a classiccoastaltree,
flowers in the Warm seasonunlike the smaller shrub
banksias. Those in Booderee National Park had only
limited flowering this Warm seasonbut the samespecies
in the Ulladulla refugia of the South Pacific Heathland
Reservedid flower and the birds presentthere indicated
this.

White-cheekedHoneyeaterat Jerrawangala

One interesting monitoring episode at the Jerrawangala
bushfire site producedan atypicalnumber of 10 species,
on the escarpmentsite, includingthe White-cheekedand
White-napedHoneyeatersnot seenbefore nor since.

The singular attraction was a lone Old Man Banksia
flowering profuselyin a late Warm seasonshow, which

wasalsoa hugeattractionto a rangeof insects.Whenthe

flowering finished the count collapsed.So one tree can

count ¢ for awhile at least¢ and bird and insectswill find

it.

Theother variantwhich canbe factoredin is the ground
dwellingfeedersof which the SuperbLyrebirdis the most
notable example and observationsare suggestingthey
may be faringmuchbetter than first surmised.

Mainland Ground Parrot and EasternBristlebird species
appearto be hedthy in non-burn areas.

Whilst the visual impression is of much greener
regenerative vegetation there runs a deeper story of
habitat and corridorsrecoverywithin the bushfireimpact
story.

Trackingthis will give us some insight into the longer
bushfire recovery and with that the recovery of
Shoalhaverbirds.
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Manyana Matters
Fightingto savepreciousunburnt habitat in Manyana
- by Brad Christmadvanyana Creative

Nothingbetter symbolizedhe environmentaldevastation
causedby the Currowanmegafire than the eerieabsence
of birdsong.Thatferociousinferno, whichtore through so

muchnative bushlandon the NSWSouthCoastarrivedon

al yeéel gobr€dedin early January2020. By the time

the lastof the flameswere eventuallyput out morethana

month later, over 80 percent of the surroundingConjola
NationalParkhad beenburned.

Uncredited photos supplied bmembers of
Manyana Matters Environment Association

Walkingthroughthe ruinsof our oncethriving bushlandin

the wake of thosefires wasdeeplytraumatic. Nothinghad
been spared. The destruction was absolute, from the

blackenedskeletonsof gum trees to the dry, smoldering
soil.

Eventhe air itself smelledburnt.

Sometimest wasthe chirp of CrimsonRosellas. At ther
timesit wasthe twitter of wrensor RedbrowedFinchesn
the low shrubs.Sometimesijf | waslucky,it wasthe rusty
gatesoundingcallof a GanggangCockatoo.

GanggangCockatoe A_.-

After the fires, though, all signsof birdlife disappeared
from the landscape. The flames had stripped it of

everythingthat attracted feathered visitors. The berries,
nectar, insects,lizards and small mammalshad all been

wiped out. All that remainedwas a barren wasteland.All

apartfrom one smalloasisof life.

Thanks to the brave efforts of our local volunteer

firefighters, a small patch of mature forest right on the
edgeof Manyanavillagewas miraculouslysavedfrom the
blaze. Sincethen, it has becomea refuge for countless

But the thing | found most hauntingwas the silence.L Q R native animalsleft homelessby the fires ¢ a havenfrom

walkedthose forests countlesstimes before the fires and
no matter what time of day | visited, there were always
birdssinging.

which these vulnerable speciesmight heal and one day
recover.Many of thoserefugeesare birds - like the Glossy
BlackCockatooon the next page
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Forus Manyanalocals,this forest hasbhecomea symbolof
hope in an otherwise blackenedandscapeWith the new
avianarrivals,it hasalsobecomea (i ¢ A (i P&&IN&Q &
now regularly spot everything from Little Lorikeetsand
SpottedPardaloteso RufousWhistlersand Squaretailed
Kiteson walksaroundthe forest. | alsokeepmy eyesand
earspeeledfor Swift Parrots,which passthroughthe area
eachAutumnandare knownto feed on treesthat growin
the forest.

Youcanimagne my O 2 Y'Y dzydespair hén, whenwe
learneda developerintendedto pushaheadwith plansto
clearthis survivingpieceof unburnt bushto makeway for
a new housingdevelopment( just weeksafter the fires
had sweptthrough. It seemedheartlessand obsceneo be
clearingmore native habitat at a time when so muchhad
alreadybeenlost - a cruelactto a communitystill hurting.
After such a deadly summer, surely every tree is now
precious.

So,with the bulldozerspoisedto begintheir work in May
2020, we formed the Manyana Matters Environmental
Associationand launcheda community campaignto save
the forest.

Sincethen, g S Q@&htirelesslylobbyingour local, state
and Federalrepresentativesto intervene and protect it.
2 § Q dB&n sharing our story through social, local,
national and international media ¢ and even had a few
influential friends like actor ClaudiaKarvanand author
MarcusZusaKendtheir voicesto our cause.

2 S Q#sBhadexpertsupportfrom organisationdike the
Environmental Defenders Office, the Foundation for
National Parksand Wildlife, Birdlife Shoalhaverand the
World Wildlife FundAustraliaaswe exploreusingexisting
environmentallawsto compelpoliticalleadersto act.

% Manya’na Forest April 2021

L Chdppyto saythat twelve monthson, our forest s still
standing.But our fight to saveit A & gveriet. Thethreat
of clearingstill loomslarge. We still need all the support
we can get to make sure this critical piece of native
habitatis protectedfor good.

To find out more about our campaignand how you can
getinvolved,pleaselike andfollow uson socialmedia- on
Facebookat www.facebook.com/manyanamattersr on
Instagramat www.instagram.com/manyanamatters

P.S.If & 2 dzd N8 area, why not pay a visit to the
unburnt forest and seeif you can spot a Powerful Owl,
Crangebellied Parrot, Ground Parrot ¢ or maybeevena
Swift Parrot. If you manageto capture one of thesebirds
on film, youmightjust clinchthe dealto protectthe land
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Welcome Back Swift Parrots
- by Fiona Blandford, BirdLife Australia

On 22 May in BatemansBay join the ¢ ¢ &wvgft Parrot
programofficer BeauMeney,Nature ConservatiorCouncil
members and concerned South Coast residents to
Welcome Back migrating Swift Parrots and call for the
protection of their habitat.

Rightnow, Swift Parrotsare migrating from Tasmaniao
mainland Australia. They are leaving their Tasmanian
breedinghabitat to forage on flowering eucalyptson the

East Coast of Australia from Victoria up to Northern NSW

But while they make the long journey acrossBassStrait,
logginghasalreadybegunin their winter homesg both in
forests alreadydecimatedby last& S I fi¥d®,&nd in the
smallpocketsspared

Habitatlosscontinuesto drive the declineof this critically
endangered species. With the Ilatest research

A sz A

0S féwar a obimisywith even their Tassiebreeding

grounds marked for destruction under the Future
Production forest agreements (FPPF),they could be
extinctwithin 10-15years.

Swift Parrot © Eejgh ietef
From Victoria through to Northern NSW and into
Southern Queenslandg The Spotted Gum forests of the
NSWsouth coastare one of the mostimportant mainland
sites for Swift Parrots. These forests have been
internationally recognisedfor their significanceto the
speciesas the Ulladullato Merimbula Key Biodiversity
Area(KBA)

The need to conserveremaining Swift Parrot habitat in
NSWwas made all the more urgent by the disastrous
bushfires of summer 2019/20. The fires significantly
impacted important Swift Parrot feeding habitat on
mainlandAustralia,includingthe KBA.Our analysisshows
that 35%o0f the KBAwasaffectedby the bushfires

i T

Now, the NSW Forestry Corporation has resumed both
logging and their ongoing public contest with the
EnvironmentaProtectionAgency(EPA.

TheBirdLifeAustraliaCampaignseam havebeenworking
hard with communitiesin both Tasmaniaand NSWto
demonstrate local constituent concernsand state-wide
public support for protecting all remaining Swift Parrot
habitat With the focus presently on NSW, tlgealis to
securesupportfrom NSWMembersof Parliamentandthe
NSW Governmentto suspendany current or planned
forestry operations within Swift Parrot habitat and all
remaining Swift Parrot habitat in any future forestry
operationplans.

Thereis an opportunity to stand up for Swift Parrotsby
joining the BirdLife campaignhere and also at the three
day NSW ConservationCouncilconferencein Batemans
Bayfrom the 22nd May. Birdlife AustraliaBeauMeneywill
be there to chat about the campaignto protect Swift
Parrot and the recent launchof the new SWIFTPARROT
SEARCHKrogram. Thisyear's conferencetheme is "Cool,
Warm, Hot: the burning questiohswhich will examine
how different fire intensities can influence ecosystems
andcommunitiesin achangingclimate.

There will be a lunchtime rally in front of the Forestry
Corporationoffice at 1 pm to WelcomeBackSwift Parrots,
andcallfor protection of their habitat.

OnSunday23 May join Beauandlocalforest campaigners
in atour of anareamarkedfor loggingto hearmore about
the SWIFTPARROTBEARCIgrogram and how to protect
SwiftParrotfeedtreesfrom logging.
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Getting a Name in the Birdy World
- by ChrisGrounds

It was a pleasure for BLSto spread the seemingly
unknownnewsin our previousmagazinethat the Ground
Parrot,alsoknownasthe EasternGroundParrot,hasbeen
renamed as the Mainland Ground Parrot with the
Western and Tasmanian Ground Parrots separately
named"cousins".

"Headsup" on my name[GroundParrot]

Much to my surprise when | openedthe latest edition of
the BirdLifeAustraliamagazinethere wasa photo of the
bird shownasthe "EasternGroundParrot'.

Fora secondtime | took the lingeringissueof the naming
to BLAthis time to the CEQPaul,pointing out that it was
the Mainland GPon the WorkingList,the key source,but
EasternGPin the magazineand on the BLAweb profile,
and GroundParrotin the BirdataApp.

Pauls very prompt responsewasto acceptthat this needs
fixing, sayingX

dyour point about naming inconsistencies is
acknowledgedand will be addressed t reflectsa failure

The PinkCockatoo

One thing that could be reasonably expected of
conservation and conservation organizations in
contemporaryAustraliais that there would be a genuine
recognitionand respectfor Aboriginalculture, history and
perspectivesObviouslythis appliesto BirdLifeAustralia.

Hence it was so disappointingand frustrating, to this
author at least, to read a section of the BLAFebruary
Quarterly Report authored by the "CEOand Leadership
team" that dealt with or rather badly bungled the
handling of the issue of the renaming of the Major

of our own internal processeand O 2 Y Y dzy A O i A 2Mjtehel Cockatoo

If you are luckyenoughto haveto enter it on your Birdata
App, enter GroundParrot- for the moment!

A FlawFarMore Serious

A bird name of a more critical and sensitivenature is the
"Major Mitchell Cockatod.

Major Thomas Mitchell led a number of colonial
exploration ventures and there has been controversy
around the use of his name for some time given his
associations with  some very questionable historical
events, including a massacreof Aboriginal people near
Eustonon the Murray River.

Themost concerningelement- and there were a number
of them - of the BLAposition on this is best summarized
from the report on Page3, as Mitchell being "allegedly
involved' in the massacreat Mt. Dispersionnear Euston
onthe Murray River.

Allegedly? So if the massacreis contested, and only
alleged, it didn't really happen, Murray River people
werent really killed or the episodewasrit court proven
then the reasonfor changingthe bird's nameis somehow
culturallyvaporize®

Inaletter to PaulSullivanthe CEGof BLA) noted that the

description"allegedmassacré was"inaccurateand given
the topic, both insensitive and a deeply offensive
description.
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"It is casedin the legal and mediajargon of our day that
politiciansalsofavourto deflectfrom an issueand fails to
portray any historical context. From my perspectiveit is
exceedinglydisappointing. | can only hope that such
thinking would not be applied to all massacresand
massacresitesacrossAustralia’

The description also fails in the account of Thomas
Mitchell himselfin hisown diary for May 27 1836.

Mitchell was clearly concernedwith what he saw as the
potential threat of a group of Aboriginalpeoplefollowing

hisparty throughtheir own country. Hewrote of ad & I. .NJ

which thesesavageshad O 2 Y Y S yldt3Heré had not
been one attack wounding or killing of his party, which
they were shadowing

Mitchell set an ambush determined to attack the
Aboriginalgroup but his party was discoveredand whilst
the Aboriginal people were retreating acrossthe river
were fired on by Mitchell's men, killing at least sevenas
they climbed the opposite bank or swam downstream.
Mitchell secured himself on the nearby hill on "high
ground'.

Mitchell gloatedonthe & 2 @ S NIf KidRyBS Y ihese €
G a | @ laAd®a@meedthe hill from which he watchedthe
massacreMt. Dispersiona sacredsite to the Kureinjiand
Barkandji peoples The site is nhow formally called the
dMount DispersionMassacreSite Aboriginalt £ .0 S ¢

Thebook"CaledonidAustralis notesthat in 1838Mitchell
sentan Aboriginalskullto a"scientificfriend in Londor.

TheBLAresponsehrough CEGPaulSullivanvas:

Pink Cockatoos

OPlease note the scientists in this discussion are
ecologists - not historians. RACChas been asked to
includea historian in its advisorygroup to deal with this
AdaadzsSoé

| can but add that ecologistsare not excused from
responsibility for these matters, though the report is
attributed to the CEOand LeadershipTeam.Are they all
ecologists?

Theyare scientistsgivento evidenceand researchwhich
clearlyhasnot been done in this case.lronically,it is so
many historiansthat havebeenthe problemin the “truth
telling" that isrequiredand askedfor on suchmatters.

Someissuesjust get worse and even further unresolved
by the thinkingthat absolveghem.

Andall it would take isto callthe bird the "PinkCockato®
- and for those who would contestor objectto the name
changeto gooff anddo somereading!

[Editor's Note: Chrisfirst developedcurriculum,courses,
and educationresource - and taught AboriginalStudiesn

public high schools- in the 1970sin western NSWand

continuedto do so over many decadescontinuingin his
move to south coast. Chriswas an Aboriginal Studies
Consultant for the NSW Department of Education in

westernregion schoolsand communitiesfor three years.
He has also authored a number of contributionsto both

Aboriginaltraditional life and culture contact history, the

most recent [2020] involving the colonial Aboriginal
experiencei the MacquarieMarshes.]
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Conservation Curiosities
- by ChrisGrounds

MallacootaBurnand Birds

Mallacoota - to those who know it - is a glorious small
town on the most northern Victorian coast set around
magnificentscenery,vast coastallakes,spectacularcoast
andbiospherequality forests.

Unfortunately, the Mallacootatownship and surrounding
forests have been one of the many notorious 20192020
bushfireimpactedplaces featuring on national newsand
documentaryreports manytimes.

Most recently the ABCs "BackRoads'revisitedthe town
andcommunity.

CroajingolondNationalParkburn areaoneyeatrlater

Thetownshipand CroajingolondNationalParksharemuch
in commonwith the Shoalhavenincluding being a well-
known shorebird area especiallyfor the familiar Hooded
Plover.
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BetkaBeachsurvivors

A breedingpair on Betkabeachto the south of the town
madethe newsduringthe firesin 2020asthey amazingly
appearedfrom the dunesfire zonewith chicks.

LateFebruarynestingBetkaBeach

Therehasbeensimilarsuccesdor the Hoodiesthere over
the 202021 breedingseason.

Themonitoring volunteersthere haveone up on usin the
ShoalhaveroweverasBirdLifeAustraliasenttwo staff to
the town to band and flag both unbanded adults and
seasorfledglings.

Thelocalvolunteersassistedhe banding,whichwill most
certainly assistfuture monitoring. Shoalhavervolunteers
areenvious!

Despitemany questionsand pleasto NPWSsuchbanding
hasnot happenedfor sometime and did not occurin the
202021 seasonso the three fledgling successat both
CaveBeachand Narrawalleewill be extremelydifficult to
follow.

Perhapsa visit from the BLAstaffersto help on our coast
wouldn't goastray.

Whilst on the point of Mallacootafire and birds readers
maywell rememberthe story of the captureof 15 Eastern
Bristlebirds from heathlandsthere in an attempt to save
them from the bushfire.

As | understandit only six were returned to the local
unburnt heathland, two were kept in Melbourne,
presumablyfor a captive breeding attempt, and seven
perishedfrom afungaldisease.

| Missedthe Bud

At the closeof eachWarm seasonin the Shoalhaverthe
internationalmigrantssuchasthe threatenedspeciesBar
tailed Godwitsleaveon their famouslong journeyto the
far northern hemisphere.

Well, most do, though some are known to "over-winter"
from time to time.

Thisone bird (seethe photo on the top of the next page)
seemsto have totally lost its bearingsand wound up
recently in the shallows with some acquaintancesat
ParadiseBeach, on the shore of St GeorgesBasin at
SanctuaryPoint.
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