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0 O A O E ARagdor®-838nod news and more good hewsod
- by Rob Dunn President of BirdLife Shoalhaven

A decade of BirdLife Shoalhaven
In late 2.3, BirdLife Australia approved the establishment of a branch in the Shoalhaven. BirdLife
Shoalhaven was officially born.

However, it was not until March 2014, ten years aggive or take- that we held our first AGM at
Greenfields Beach in Jervis Bay. At the meeting Barry Virtue was confirmed as President, Karen Davis
as Treasurer, and Brett Davis as Secretary. Barry now lives in Bermagui, where he is very involved in
Far South Coast Birdwatchers, while Karen and Brett are still very imualiied withBLS.

[ {Qa FTANRBRG oclakRwdllumbokla FeBruas @aia y 3
Over the past ten years, BLS has achieved so much. We do not need to write a book about our
achievements, as it has all been captured in the last 40 editions of the BLS Magazine. The magazines

document our many conservation battles wageadcluding our wins and lossesur talks and events
held, and our bird walks taken.

Many thanks to everyone who over the past decade has played their part in those stories and made
sure that BLS continues to be the voice for birds in the Shoalhaven.

The 2024 Twitchathom a win for the University of Sydney and the Shoalhaven!

C2NJ GK2asS GKIG R2yQid Whé bavegysu 0 |
been???

Every year on a weekend in October, teams of birdwatchers go out

to recordas manybird species asthey can find in a set time. There
are three events:

f The Big Weekend is 30-hour megaii 6 A 4t OK F2NJ GKS
with a target well above 200 species being their normal goal.

f The Champagne race is afK& dzNJ S@Sy i F2NJ (i KSE
wanting something more sedate.

1 The 3hour Birdathon is for both experienced birdwatchers and novices looking for a chance
to cut their teeth.

Twitchathons are competitive. Extremely competitive for soambey R G Kl 4§ Q& |y dzy RS N&
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There are rules, importantly around birdwatching ethics and safety, but amazingly it relies on
honesty! What sport would be based on honesty and when are its competitors not cheats? A
Twitchathon and birdwatchers are both exceptions to the rule!

The more serious side of this annual event is to fundraise for a bird conservation project selected by
the NSW & ACT Bird Interest Group Network, of which BLS is a member. In recent years up to
$30,000 has been raised.

| am delighted that this year, the project that was selected was submittddriiyatherine Pricérom

0KS ! YAGSNERAGE 2F {@RySeéeQa {Q¥asdittood To plotacFNEW3 9y
beach nesting birds from mammalian predatoPart of which will be carried oun the Shoalhaven

An exciting birthday present in our tenth year!

THE UNIVERSITY OF

SYDNEY

¢CKS F20dza 2F /I UKSNAYySQa NBaSIk NOK
predators use multimodal sensory information, odours and sounds,

02 FAYR FT22RI YR K26 WYAAAYTF2NXNI
protect threatened birds from predation.

BLS first met Catherine at the 2022 Bird Haven Festival in
Shoalhaven Heads, when she spoke about her research on how
olfactory misinformation was used to reduce nest predation by
ferrets, cats and hedgehogs on beach nesting birds in New Zealand. Results of her study showed a
1.7-fold increase in hatching success across all sites, which is similar to lethal control through
shooting and baits.

[
Olfactory Misinformation:

using “fake news” to
protect shorebirds from
Invasive species

Her presentatiorcan be found aR022bhfcatherinepricepresentation.pdf (birdlifeshoalhaven.org)
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Then last year BLS awarded its Student Research Grant of $4,000 to Shani Masani, a PhD candidate in
/' T UOKSNAYSQa NBaSINOK INRdzLI® | SNJ 62N Aa t221AYy
which is explained in her article in the last BLS Magazine.

In October, Shani is coming to the Shoalhaven to test the responses of foxes to odour, which she will
place on properties where no lethal controldarrently undertaken. We are currently working with
her to find sites to carry out this field work.

The Twitchathon grant will allow Catherine to expand her research into the effectiveness of another
FT2NY 2F WY ASduyd¥ 2 NDKISINIRAYSDa UuSEFY gAftf NBOZ2NR UK
nesting colonies, using equipment funded by the Twitchathon.

They will then use these recordings to test the response of wild predators to sound cues of nesting
and fledgling birds. Part of the field work will be carried out in the Shoalhaven, testing the response
of feral cats and foxes to our own Pied Oystercatchers, Hooded Plovers and Little Terns.

[ { rt2y3 gAGK {K2FtKI @Sy [yROFNBQa C2E [/ 2ydGN
be meeting with Catherine and Shani next month to look at ways in which we can support their field

work to build a better understanding of how both odour and sound can be used to reduce the impact
on mammalian predation on our birds.

Collaborations like this, betwee
universities, governments, communit
groups and landowners, have th
potential to make meaningful progres
in bird conservation.

And in October everyone will be able t
play their part to support this exciting
research by being part of a Twitchatho
team or by making a donation.

Greg Thompson recognised wit
/| 2dzy OAf Qa 9y UJANRY

It was great to see Greg Thompso
Vice President Shoalhaven Landcar
NEO23ayAaSR Ay GKS
Australia Day Awards in January.
Greg was awarded the Environme
F'glF NR F2NJ KAa 62N
Landcare volunteer and protector o
the Shoalhaven natural environme
T2NJ RSOl RSa¢ o
He has worked closely with BLS (
several projects, which has helpe
forge a really productive partnership
which has helped introduce Landcare
to birds and birders to Landcare.

It was great to see Greg recognised
thisway.

Greg Thompson (centre) with other
Shoalhaven Landcarmembers with
awards and some local native plants
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Another successful annual gebgether

BLS held its AGM in Sanctuary Point in February, wberdenny Piersora Senior Ecologist at
Australian Wildlife Conservancy, was the guest speaker. We had a greatutioh 50 or so members

G2 KSIN wSyyeqoa SEOStf Syl

FYR AYTFT2NXYIFGABS GF €]

Malleefowls, Gouldian Finches and other threatened birds at their sanctuaries around Australia.

President Rob Dunr

® G~

(> P
EES e A

' FGSNI WSyyeQa LINBaSyl
update on whatBLShasbeen up to in
2023, which you can read in the last
BLS Magazine. My update gave me the
opportunity to thank Brett Davis, Emily
Dyball and Oisin Sweeney, who stood
down from the Committee in 2023, for
their work on the BLS Committee. |
also welcomed Deb Callist&arter,
who took over the role of BLS
Conservation Officer from Emily last

- year.

I made special mention of Brett, who
was one of the inaugural BLS
Committee members and has helped

raise the profile of BLS across the Shoalhaven by editing all of our 40 BLS Magazines and managing

our social media.

Still, this is not all bad newX read onX
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Hearing the call of JFK ] 5 )
la g2df R 0SS SELISOGSR 6AGK Fye O2YYdzyAidé 3INRJzZIQ
Presidential plea for members to put up their hand to join the BLS Committee or help in other ways, if

O2YYA(GUSSa 6SNB y20 GKSANI alKAYy3IE D

0Ask not what BLS can do for you
But what you can do for BIES

It would appear that some people wers
listening, as since the AGM we have be
able to expand our committee, while als
covering another key role.

So | would like to officially welcome Car
W OlSuada FyR WIOle
General Committee Members.

Carla is an excellent birder. Her bi
identification skills and knowledge ar
AdHLKSNB ¢ JAUK (0KS "Saege

She runs birding tours for tourists and through her art and photography shares her pémsoris o
FYR GKSANI O2yaSNBI GA2y 6AGK SOSNER2ySe® Wk O1& OSI

On the contraryJackyadmits she has a lot to learn and has found our bird walks to be part of that
learning process since moving to Jervis Bay a year or so ago. She is passionate about nature
conservation and sees BLS as a way for her to contribute more.

Since the AGM, Fiona Evans has taken over the role of BirdG&atkinatorfrom Sue Mitchell, who
will continue to stay on theommittee for the rest of the year. Sue has done a great job in expanding
the bird walk calendar and Fiona has already picked up the reins.

2 KAES {dzS KIFa YIylFr3aSR (2 LIl aa 20SN) 6KS 0ANR 4|
find someone to pick up the role of Editor. After 40 and now 41 editions, he needs to take a breather
very soon, so please get in contact with me. All you need is good Word skills and please be assured
that Brett has a straightforward template to make the quarterly task not onerous.

While Jacky has recently moved to Jervis Bay from Canberra, Carla has lived near Kangaroo Valley for
many years. Thanks to Carla putting herhanda® y 26 KI @S a2YS2yS FTNBY a
the Committee¢ K SNBE Kl & &S 2 1dz0 & ¥ BriROnS feRr§ and with Phil Hendry
O0SAY3A 2dzNJ 2yfe ddazdzuiKé { K2l f KIl-cabig. Locah rhowtege isg S (
important for us, and while it is great to have a couple of {Jervis Bay people at the table, a few

more will be vital in the future.

{2 Y2NB ay 2 MBERINIKSENG/S NEER | NIS SALISOAlLffe ¢St O2Y
For the record, the current BlcBmmittee members are

President Rob Dunn

Secretary Phil Hendry

Treasurer Karen Davis

Conservation OfficerDeb CallisteCarter

Media- Yolande Cozijn

General committeenembess - Jacky Fogerty, Carla Jackett, Sue Mitchell

Too T To Too T Do

- and Fiona Evans and Brett Davis (for now) fill the equally importantGmnmittee roles of Bird
Walk Coordinator and Magazine Editor, respectively.
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Helping our local Ospreys nest
- by Karen Davis

Back in September 2021 | wrote to Telstra on behalf
BirdLife Shoalhaven to ask if they could help w
installing an Osprey nesting platform on the Telst
Communications Tower near Bherwerre Wetland
Sanctuary Poing see photo at right.

A pair of Ospreys have been attempting to build a n¢
on the satellite dish support on the side of the tower fq
a few years without being able to create a solid platfor

The location is obviously favoured by the Ospreys as
near Erowal Bay and Cockrow Creek for their fishi
After numerous follomups with Telstra Base Statio
they eventually told me in September 2022 that they
wouldn't be installing a nest platform at this site.

I was very
disappointed  with
this response after
waiting hopefully for
my request to go
through the
machinations of the
Telstra hierarchy.
Then- in mid-2023 -
#4 there was renewed
£. hope when a pair of
B Ospreys built a nest
B on top of a bank of

| lights adjacent to the
Francis Ryan Reserve

7 N in Sanctuary Point. This was a perfect, large, stable platform for

the nest and many Iocals were watching on with interest. | was hoping for nesting success so | could
stop pursuing the construction of the other platform.

At the same time, the pair from the Telstra tower were also trying to nest again, so there were two
pairs of Ospreys attempting to nest in Sanctuary Point. Unfortunately, a sexedstorm damaged

the lightpole nest and the Osprey pair deserted Meanwhile, ty as they might, the Telstra pair
again couldn't establish a solid platform on thewer.
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Soon after the nesting season | was on
kayaking trip to the Tweed Shire in nortine
NSW where | saw a few nesting poles a
cradles installed by their Council who are ve
supportive of these threatened birds. | mad
contact with the relevant person in the
Tweed Council and they sent me informatig
and the plans they use to construct th
nesting platforms.

| then decided to contact Endeavour Energy.
to source a freepsed (or new)pole around =
15 - 17m high.IF | was successful, | would
then seelFthe local Men's Shed could build
the platform, and IF that was a 'yes' then |
would approach Shoalhaven Courtoilsee |
they would approve the installation othe S
pole near the current Telstra Tower off %=
Bherwerre Wetland groundsor any other §&
location theyg and we¢ deemed suitable.

I was referred to the local Nowrdepot of
Endeavour Energy and the tallest pole thé
can provide is 1@netres,which | thinkmight be too short oncea couple of metres of it ismbedded
in the ground. At this point | haven't heard back from Endeavenergy about whether another
depotcould provide a taller pole.

Soonce again am stalledvhile deciding my next movéut if anyone knows here | can get a pole
around 15m high, please let me know. Also, if you have a mesh satellite dish that you no longer use
with a diameter of around 1.5m (give or take) | would be very interested!

Postscript:Since | wrote thigrticle, | decided
a 10metre pole would probably be fine as thé
Ospreys seem to use whatever heig
structure is availablef it meets their other
requirements.

In addition, there are many different desig
available,(see next pageand many of them
project well above the base pole, so size
not necessarily critical. The style at right
what we are hoping for, but the Council a
perhaps the NPWS will have to agree.

Endeavour Energy have also agreed to sup
and deliver a 10m pole to the location in th
wetlandsthat is eventually decided.

There has been a further setback with t
MenQ Shed guysaying they would be unable
to construct the cradle, so | need to fin@ i
another community group / business / government department for the constructimiore
approaching Councibr approvalg IF | can find another community group / business / government
department thatcan dig a hole and erect the pole and cradle

Can anyone help

[Clicking storymaps.arcqis.com/stories/d69ccd78e0be4aa3ab2163a6d806@kf6take you to the
GhaliNbea 2F [6gSSRe gS0aArAusSo
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Alternative OspreyNestPlatform Designs

The nestirﬂoption we are hoping to avoid

N
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Crops, Gizzards and Guts
- Chris GroundsConservation Correspondent

THE SOUTFHAST GLOSSY BLACK COCK@aalgaorhynchus lathami lathami

Conservation status: A NSW ai@bmmonwealth Vulnerable threatened species.

¢tKS aDf2aaeé¢d Aa Ly AO2yA0O alLlSOASa 2F (GKS { K2t
Perhaps this is due, in part at least, to its genteel, quiet and accommodating nature though, as the
photos show, they can get irritatedt.is but one of only two species in its genus.

A recent conversation with Dr Nicholas Dexter, the Country and Conservation Manager at Booderee
National Park about a special Glossy sighting in the Park (see photos), triggered a better look at the
Glossy. He pointed out that there was one special difference with the Glossy of particular scientific

and evolutionary significance. | had never heard or read of this so here is the story in brief.

Backtrack to the days of Sir Edward Hallstrom at Taronga Zoo. He was the first to breed the Glossy in
captivity in 1946 and consequently discovered differences in diet and food intake. It was discovered
thatthe Df 2daex dzyf A1 S 2 U0KS NI LisdddNG odhb& a detodd crg@withbed A | |
gizzard like muscle in the intestine. This muscle had two valves, one of which became easily blocked if
the chick was fed the likes of bran, oats and wheat. That knowledge was critical to survival of chicks
being bred in captivity.

| wonder how well this might have been applied in pbatshfire support in 202Q. There is more
background to this story alAn Experience with Glossy Black Cockatoosn@imfo.com.au) There is
another Shoalhaven bird that has no gizzard and is the sole Australian bird in its family! Hard Quiz!
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Peter Noakes z bird photographer
- by Peter Noakes

I'm a 66-yearold retired truck driver who has always love
birds and photography but knew very little about either un
| retired and joined Bay and Basin Camera Club tadr
absorb some knowledge on both.

Through various helpful membersand hours and hours o
online tutorials- | think | now have a reasonable amount
knowledge on both subjects, when my memory allows it

| try to get out at least once or twice a week to hone
skills and still get excited when | photograph a bird | nev
knew existed

A recent road trip toSouth Australiavas a prime example
with many new specieaddedto the catalogue, especiall
the Mulga and Australian Ringneck parrots BirdLife
I dza  NHukpbtlreQaive well worth a visitRainbow Bee
eaters were another I'd not seen on the coast.

| reside in Shoalhaven Heads and often wander around
headland and | come across many different birds who vis
throughout the seasons

| shoot witha Canon R%a full frame mirrorless camera wit
a 45MP sensorand have recently purchased a 2@00 lens to getextra magnificationwithout
having todisturbthe birdshy getting too close.

9RAG2NIES y2T StYS SNDa LK durSuinmel Ndg&isgelow) K S 02 OSNJ 2 F

s
BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine birﬁﬁfe
Summer 2024
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Is the Shoalhaven Coastsustainable bird habitat?
- by Chris GroundsConservation Correspondén

Chris is a community representative on the Shoalhaven Council Central Coastal Management Planning Committee.

BirdLife Shoalhaven members and supporters are very knowledgeable about the bird biodiversity
associated with the Shoalhaven coastlands and right now is a time to test this.

Myola is critical coastland for birdspecially threatened spesie

Our BLS conservation interest is in the recognition of Shoalhaven birds and their status and this raises
the first association with coastal management planning.

One of the contemporary, major operations of Shoalhaven Council, and other councils on the south
coast, is the preparation of Coastlands Management Plans. The documentation dealing with the_
ahlLISyYy /21aid YR WSNBAa .leée¢ Kla y2g 0SSy NBLSI
well like to check the documents and assess whether these satisfy for birds. The documentation can
be checked ahttps://getinvolved.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/op@oastandjervisbaycmp

CKSNBE A& y2 Y2NB | 3ISydzhiyS O2Fadrkt o0ANR GKFy @
Shoalhaven shorebirders are now familiar with the warm season breeding status of the most

threatened resident species as it is Critically Endangered, the highest risk in the shortest time for
extinction.

In the 20234 season on our coast 11 breeding pairs produced 16 chicks with only 4 surviving to
fledge. Whilst 2028 season produced 12 fledglings, 262Jproduced only 5 fledglings. (Data
courtesy of NPWS). The enormous range of dangers and risks, both natural and human and a
distribution shrinking southward on the Shoalhaven coast speak to the complexity of their highly
threatened survival.

Hoodies (left)fight for life
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https://getinvolved.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/open-coast-and-jervis-bay-cmp

Clearly, in this day and age, Coastal Planning is critical, particularly for a Plan that embraces the next
10 years with a reach to the next 100 years on our coastal country.

b2 Fft O2Fradlt LEXFYYyAy3 A& O2YLX SGS IyR |y I
[SGB], Bherwerre, remains in development until at least the middle of the year, so there is still quite a

bit of ground, or should | say coast, to covétrogress with Planning can be checked at:
https://getinvolved.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/sussexirsgieorgesbashberraraswanlakecmp

@

St Georges Basin
Urban areas and
Shorelines

St Georges Basin northern shoreline

{D. Aa 2yS 2F GKS {K2IftKI @SyQa Ylyeée @IftdzZ ofS
coastal lake, open to the sea through Sussex Inlet, featuring significant and valuable marine and
shoreline habitats. It is also connected to major terrestrial habitats and tenures such as the
catchments of Wandandian Creek and Tomerong Creek. All this is critical habitat to an impressive
array of biodiversity, including of course, birdlife.

Seagrass meadow, mangrove and saltmarsh coastland.

It contains some of the most extensive and important seagrass pastures 8hthehavenbut italso =~
FOO2YY2RIuSa 2yS 2% U0UKS {K2FIftKI@gSyQa I NHSA&l
continuing pressure on its extensive shoreline. Many of the problems of the hinterland are translated
to the shore and coast. In every respect, birds are involved in this coast.
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The northern shoreline of the Basin varies in its character, tenure and public access but in all these
guises is important habitat to a range of bird species, both waterbird and bush birds.

i | bz | Y r

e ———

nd mangrove shoreline is valuable habitat for Black &widurasian Ct®

This same shoreline has been the focus of much controversy over time, which has invariably involved
preservation and regeneration of a natural shoreline, reserve mowing, tree vandalism, intrusive
jetties, legitimate use as a recreational resource, councilor contrariness and council attempts to
balance all these elements in management, many of which are to be commended.

On that basis the SGB Coastal Management Plan is critical. In this jigsaw, birds fedtigielyas
valuable natural featuresand thus need to be recognized in the development of Coastal
Management Planning for SGB.

It is vital now that bird interests are tendered for the development of 8B Coastal Management
Plan.BLS, its members and supporters are very well placed to do this.

Great Egret Striated Heron
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Birding Without Borders

- book review by RobyriHill
BIRDING WITHOUT BORDERS by Noah Strycker

R A Big Year and it certainly was for Noah in
BIRDWATCHER’ 2015 when he set out from America to see,
INDEPENDENT record and beat the previous record of 4,300

bird species in one year.

WITHUUT : % On reaching his target he then aimed for 5000.

BURDERS A o This book takes you through 40 countries
' » : At travelling by ship, plane, cars, motorbikes plus

; 2 W 4N lots of hiking up mountains, through rainforests
An Ob‘”‘”"’ & AL . < ¢ and across deserts and grassy plains.

A Quest, |

Noah's contacts for each country were amazing
and the

and reliable. There was no time to waste!!

: Ay O ,
Biggest Year § M BE In October he reached 5000 $w® set a new
in the World target of 6000.

Good humour throughoutClose encounters
with birds, animals, typhoons, car accidents and
language barriers make this book a real
adventure and great read.

i

Noah Strycker

NOAH STRYCKER
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Recommended Big Year Media ‘ T Bt
e jackblack owenwilson

KENN KAUFM

ACTHOR OF THE

EEIE e vr.s:/";l'mz %,;agk
Kingbird Highway

THE BIGGEST YEAR 1nx tHe LIFE
oF AN EXTREME BIRDER

m"'s‘: ,f-?\ \gg\\l(ﬁ\f/“ e

~ha dcst

; The bestselling book by
\Mark Obmascik

Now a Major Motion Picture

that 1 felt I was in the presence of

a mind that is completely original "

~TRACY KIDDER

THE (BIG) YEAR
THAT FLEW BY

Twelve Months
Six Continents
ONE MAN, and the
A RACE iofar Ultimate Birding Record

TIME - A TRUE
STORY ABOUT
BIRDWATCHING
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Georgina Steytler - my Favourite Bird Photographer

- by Brett Davis
LOPS I RYANBR YR FT2ff28SR (KS gpidably sthde 2QEvehekBE A Y |
aKS 62y ANR[ATFS tK2023aINFLKeQa .Sad tKz23G§23INFLK
Her website ageorginasteytler.com.aghowcases her work, gives tips to aid your own photography,
provides links so you can buy her prints and books, and is truly inspirational.

Georgina is a conservationist as well as a photographer, as illustrated by her antiet&ical bird
photographyin the BirdLife Shoalhaven Spring 2019 magazine. One of her Qa@okd2 NJ G KS [ 2 ¢
. A Ngsisproudly in one of my bookcases.

20 2F aF NI eé LK2 (2 takér thiso $hBJubjdcteihg]the mosimipdrtadt i K S
aspect of photography and once upon a timedl K2 dzZ3Kd GKIF G &4GKS fA3IKiGE &
DS2NHAYl Q3 LKRRSAYSKRBESUSENE 2dzad K2g gNRyYy3I L gl

4 GAuslrulian

EOGRAPHIC

' FORTHE
7 LOVE OF
" BIRDS

<3 Australian Bird Photography
5 Georgina Steytler
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