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Help to make Birds Loud this Election Campaign  
- by Phil Hendry, VP BirdLife Shoalhaven 

We have a brief window in 
the next few weeks when 
politicians become very 
colourful and conspicuous - 
like Galahs - and appear to 
be very approachable.  

The Shoalhaven is contained 
entirely within the Gilmore 
electorate so we can focus 
our attention directly on the 
4 candidates standing at this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

We should take every 
opportunity to engage with 
them and advocate for 
birds. We have so many 
vulnerable species that live and visit here. Talk to the candidates about your concerns and show them your 
favourite birds. There are so many competing demands on their time and attention - so every little bit helps.  

What else can we do? 

Look out for candidate forums in your area, ask questions 
about Environment Protection Laws, protection of native 
vegetation, control of cats, the cessation of native forest 
logging etc. 

Contact your candidates by email and quiz them about 
their views on issues of importance to you and the birds. 
There are draft emails and other useful info on the Birdlife 
Australia Website at the link shown below ... 

Use your Vote! 

https://birdlife.org.au/campaign/make-birds-heard-in-your-electorate/ 

  

https://birdlife.org.au/campaign/make-birds-heard-in-your-electorate/
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Position (still) Vacant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Company: 

 

 

Job Title:    President  

 

Duties and Responsibilities:  Preside over an occasional meeting (or more if you want) 

 

Skills / Qualifications Needed: Not many needed, just a willingness to help our birds!  

 

Job Location:    You decide ς working from home is completely acceptable! 

 

Working hours:   As much or as little as you want and can spare 

 

Salary:     Think of a salary between $120,000 and $150,000 
      ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŀǊȅ ȅƻǳ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ Χ 

 

Benefits:    A tremendous sense of accomplishment in helping to 
      conserve the birds of the Shoalhaven and providing them 
      with a voice! 
 

Contact Information:   secretary@birdlifeshoalhaven.org 

 

 

 

  

mailto:secretary@birdlifeshoalhaven.org
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White -faced Storm-Petrels crash on the southern Shoalhaven  
- by Phil Hendry 

In January and February this year, there was an unusual influx of 
calls to the WIRES hotline regarding stranded White-faced 
storm-petrels (WFSP) (Pelagodroma marina) in the mid-South 
Coast area. These lovely little seabirds are rarely seen on the 
mainland but are fairly common off-shore featuring frequently 
in pelagic birding trip reports.  

They breed on offshore islands, laying a single egg in 
October/November each year. Many of the birds from Southern 
and Western Australia migrate to the Arabian Sea in the 
Southern winter. WFSPs display a very unusual feeding 
behaviour called pattering, which is sort of flying while hopping 
across the surface of the water.  

There is an amazing video of this behaviour here - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmpm_rhji6k. While they 
are hopping over the surface they feed on small fish, squid and 
crustaceans. 

In summer this year there were 5 WFSPs reported to the WIRES 
hotline in the Shoalhaven, 3 were found beach-wrecked around Kioloa and 2 were brought to Ulladulla 
Harbour by professional fishers having landed on their boats out near the continental shelf. All the birds 
were undernourished and 3 died within 12 hours of collection. 

It is not clear whether these observations are symptomatic of a wider problem or just a statistical blip. It may 
be that the warmer than usual ocean temperatures off NSW this summer may have affected the availability 
of their usual diet. 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmpm_rhji6k
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BirdLife Shoalhaven Merch  

Birdlife Shoalhaven is proud to be part of Australia's largest bird conservation organisation - Birdlife 
Australia. We are an independent, not-for-profit organisation, and we aim to promote a better under-
standing of our birds and to work tirelessly to ensure their survival.  

All profits from the sale of items on Redbubble will support the research, conservation and education 
programs of Birdlife Shoalhaven. 

Items for sale include Bucket Hat, iPhone and Samsung cases, Dad hat, Stickers, T-shirt, Lightweight Hoodie, 
Singlet, Sweatshirt, Zipped Hoodie, Mug, Notebook, Apron, Magnet, and more! 

You can buy BirdLife Shoalhaven merchandise at www.redbubble.com/shop/ap/90279792 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.redbubble.com/shop/ap/90279792
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SCREEN THE MESSAGE OF THE LYREBIRD 
AT YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL FOR FREE! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BirdLife Shoalhaven proudly provided funding for The Message of the Lyrebird film and filled the Huskisson 
Pictures in Jervis Bay with a screening a couple of years ago. There is now exciting news for educators! 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 5ŀȅΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Lyrebird for your students during the week of 2-6 June 2025 ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ 
education outreach. 

This opportunity is for teachers, librarians, and education staff involved in curriculum planning and 
programming, to preview an award-winning documentary that takes a fascinating look at this incredible 
Australian bird.  

The one-hour film is suitable for level 5 students and above. There is also a nine minute animated film of the 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ¸ŀƴŘŜƭΩƻǊŀ - Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ tŜƻǇƭŜǎΩΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭȅǊŜōƛǊŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ This film is suitable for level 1 to 4 and is available to view now on 
www.themessageofthelyrebird.com/yandelora. 

Free screenings of the film will be accompanied with a brief survey for teachers and students separately to 
ƘŜƭǇ ƎƛǾŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘǳŘȅ DǳƛŘŜΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŀ 
(ATOM). Register your interest for a screening via a form atwww.themessageofthelyrebird.com/eduaction. 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊΣ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎΣ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
www.themessageofthelyrebird.com 

The film's producer, Mark Pearce, can be emailed at mark@balangarafilms.com about this unique 
collaboration of media entertainment, information, and education. Please sing out like a lyrebird to Mark if 
you have any questions. 

We hope you will support this exciting opportunity! 

http://www.themessageofthelyrebird.com/yandelora
http://www.themessageofthelyrebird.com/eduaction
https://www.themessageofthelyrebird.com/eduaction
mailto:mark@balangarafilms.com
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Budjaan of Booderee Botanic Gardens  

- by Chris Grounds, Conservation Correspondent 
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Once you have registered, we will be in contact to arrange details about your 
screening. You can also check out the move trailer, reviews, awards, the book, 
ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ www.themessageofthelyrebird.com/eduaction 

 

  

Register now Watch trailer 

https://www.themessageofthelyrebird.com/eduaction
https://www.themessageofthelyrebird.com/eduaction
https://www.themessageofthelyrebird.com/home
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Looking for Glossies - the Glossy Black Cockatoo 

- by Greg Thompson, Carla Jackett and Sue Cochrane  

Threatened species are rarely seen. One such vulnerable 
bird species is the Glossy Black Cockatoo (affectionately 
known as Glossies). These are generally unobtrusive 
animals that quietly forage in the black she-oaks 
(Allocasuarina littoralis).  

The public and citizen science databases - Atlas of Living 
Australia, iNaturalist, NatureMapr - have very few records 
for Kangaroo Valley.  

So where do you start if you want to help this species 
survive and thrive here? 

Shoalhaven Landcare received funding from the NSW 
Environmental Trust to assist community efforts to support 
endangered species in the Woodhill to Bugong landscape. Glossies 
are one of the species targeted for help.  

Working with the Kangaroo Valley Environment Group, Glengarry 
students, landowners and others, the first plan was to expand the 
replanting of their favorite food tree, the black she-oak. We are trying to put in 300 to 400 each year. With 
luck, in 10 to 15 years there will be an expanded food source for Glossies. 

But what about now? Glossies are known to be fussy 
eaters, feeding from a single tree species, shredding 
the cones of the she-oaks to extract the seeds.  

Plus, they only feed on a small percentage of the she-
oaks in any area. Glossies are known to have favorite 
feed trees ς perhaps they are ones with a higher 
nutrient content in the seeds, or larger seeds, or 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿΦ .ǳǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
feed trees appealed as a strategy to find out more 
about their presence. 

With help from Carla Jackett from Birding Shoalhaven, 
we formed a team of ten volunteers to start 
inspecting woodlands where black she-oaks are 
common. Of our first six sites visited, we found 40 
trees showing signs of recent feeding.  

And Bingo! Return visits to these found two or three 
Glossies feeding at two sites. How good is that!? 

We want to invite anyone keen to support Glossies 
to come and join us on these site inspections and 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
casual walk through the bush with some friends, 
rather than work.  

When we find trees with a carpet of chewed cones 
underneath, we take some measurements, make 
some notes, and then keep exploring.  

We go out for about two hours, every couple of 
weeks. The areas are mostly flat and fairly easy to 
walk through. Feel free to come and join in - contact 
Sonya at coordinator@shoalhavenlandcare.org.au 

mailto:coordinator@shoalhavenlandcare.org.au
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Support responsible cat ownership  
- from the Invasive Species Council website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around 96 million native mammals, birds and reptiles are killed by roaming pet cats every year in NSW. We 
can't change the nature of cats, but we have a huge opportunity to change the law to make sure pet cats no 
longer roam, hunt and kill our wildlife. Make a submission to the NSW Government review of the 
Companion Animals Act today at invasives.org.au/how-to-help/take-action/cat-containment-nsw 

Hundreds of thousands of roaming pet cats are sending our 
suburbs silent. 

In 2023, damning research released by the Australian National 
University found that roaming pet cats kill around 66 million 
native animals each year in Sydney alone. 

Sadly, New South Wales has some of the most archaic cat 
management laws in the country. These laws not only allow 
pet cats to spend their time hunting and killing native animals, 
they actually prevent local councils from mandating that cats 
be contained! 

This means communities are powerless to introduce one of the 
easiest and highest impact policies to protect local wildlife. 

Now for the good news: the state government has just 
launched an inquiry into the law that regulates pet cats in New 
South Wales ς the Companion Animals Act 1998. This is our 

opportunity to demand cat containment across the state τ a simple action that will have enormous benefits 
for our native wildlife. 

Cat containment would be a win for cat owners 
too. Evidence shows that pet cats that are 
responsibly kept at home can live up to 10 years 
longer than if they were free-roaming. 

¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
are thousands of submissions to the inquiry 
supporting pet cat containment. 

Together, we can ramp up pressure on the federal 
and state governments and make it clear that we 
want changes to the law for cat curfews, funding 
for responsible pet ownership initiatives like 
subsidised desexing and a streamlined pet 
identification and cat registration processes. 

Help us make the call for laws that support 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǇŜǘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƻ ƭƻǳŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜΦ 

Follow this link - invasives.org.au/how-to-help/take-action/cat-containment-nsw 

https://invasives.org.au/how-to-help/take-action/cat-containment-nsw/
https://invasives.org.au/how-to-help/take-action/cat-containment-nsw/
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Birds, Bikes and Botany at the Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens  

- by Deb Callister-Carter, BirdLife Shoalhaven Conservation Officer 

If you know anyone who is an avid mountain biker, then they would almost certainly know about, or have 
visited, the newly opened mountain bike trails at Mogo, just south of Batemans Bay ς see this link for details 
- https://mogotrails.com.au/.  

So what have they got to do with birdwatching you ask?  

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛƪŜ ǊƛŘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ L Řƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 
my husband when he goes mountain biking - using it as 
an opportunity to wander around and do some 
birdwatching, while he does his ride. So, when he was 
planning a trip to ride the new trails at Mogo, I did some 
research and discovered that one of the trail heads is 
located at the Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens - 
https://www.erbg.org.au/.  

I had visited the Gardens some time back before they 
were badly impacted by the 2019 bushfires and was keen 
to go back and check them out. 

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘǿƛŎŜ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ 
would thoroughly recommend dropping by if you 
are in the vicinity. I would start by stopping by 
the visitor centre and collecting the guide and 
map to the Gardens. They also have a lovely 
colour brochure on the birds of the Gardens, with 
photos of fifty-one of the more common species 
found there. And if you ask at the information 
desk, they can give you a full list of the over 130 
bird species that have been recorded in the 
Gardens, compiled by the Eurobodalla Natural 
History Society. 

The Gardens include an arboretum and some more structured 
plantings, as well as substantial areas of natural bushland. There 
are also a number of ponds, streams and a raised viewing 
platform looking over Deep Creek Dam. The walks are quite easy 
and the trails are well marked. And many of the plant species 
have identification labels, which is great if you also want to 
improve your botany ID skills. 

So what birds did I see?  

On my first visit, one of the lovely volunteer staff immediately 
guided me over to the Noisy Friarbird nest, just next to the café. 
Then she showed me the new bird hide, situated next to a water 
feature, which they hope will attract small bush birds. Next stop 
was the arboretum section, where we saw Scarlet Honeyeaters 
and a Sacred Kingfisher, among other birds.  

I was expertly shown how to find the absolutely adorable, and 
very diminutive, Eastern Dwarf Tree Frog (a tip: they hang out in 
the lomandras next to the ponds ς see image on the next page).  

As I explored the trails, I spotted plenty of the usual bush bird 
suspects. And then to top off an excellent couple of hours, a 
Square-Tailed Kite glided by while we were enjoying our lunch 
back at the café! 

 

Scarlet 
Honeyeater 

https://mogotrails.com.au/
https://www.erbg.org.au/
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hƴ Ƴȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ L ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
time round. The short track along Deep Creek 
was very popular with small birds, with a 
Rufous Fantail and a very lovely male Rose 
Robin being the highlights.  

Like my first visit, the Deep Creek Dam was 
surprisingly devoid of water birds. But on 
both visits I heard a very loud bird call coming 
ŦǊƻƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ 
thinking was some sort of crake or rail. I have 
no idea exactly what it was, but if you can tell 
ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΗΗ 

!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ 
can head back to the visitor centre to check 
out the shop and plant nursery. There is also 
an excellent café with a lovely outlook over 
the gardens. Oh, and my mountain-biking 
friends say the Mogo Trails are absolutely 
first rate and well worth the trip down south! 

 

  

Square-tailed Kite 

Rose Robin 
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South Africa - Kruger National Park - Jan 2025 

- by Chris Rehberg 

How on earth to sum up 18 nights in Kruger National Park, South Africa??? 

For starters, Kruger is definitely not only about the birds. We had an amazing array of other wildlife to enjoy 
too. For those unfamiliar with the park, it's about 380km long (north-south) and averages about 60km wide 
(east-west). It has a network of tar and dirt roads and a series of "rest camps" - like mini resorts that you 
need to pre-book for accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The accommodation can range anything from "huts" (solid buildings, some with aircon, some not) through 
to "camp tents" (permanent canvas tent structures on timber platform foundations) to "camping" (bring 
your own). 

The speed limit throughout the park is a maximum 50kph and 
in many places less. If you're birding, you're often doing less 
anyway - as you listen out for birds while driving along slowly. 
You're not allowed to get out of your vehicle (for your own 
safety!) except in a very few limited places throughout the 
park; things like specific picnic areas or lookouts. 

Rest camps vary in size. All have an office, a shop and most 
have a petrol station and swimming pool. You need to arrive at 
a camp by 6:30pm at which time they shut the gates. Each 
camp is surrounded by an electric fence to keep the wildlife 
out - In Kruger, it's the people that are in the cages!  

Gates open again at 4:30am which gives you about 35 to 40 
minutes of pre-dawn birding for nightjars before the day gets 
too bright for them. 

I won't actually speak much to the bird list in this write-up - 
the list is all there for you to explore. The trip yielded 
somewhere around 280 to 290 species for us, the vast 
majority being lifers for me. Allon - my birding buddy who's 
done 130 birding trips to Kruger previously (!!!) and spent over 
800 days there was a truly amazing guide with incredibly deep knowledge spanning the geology, habitats, 
history, plant life and birds - let alone the logistics of organising the route, where to go for specific things and 
booking all arrangements for us.  

Allon is a hardcore birder extraordinaire - and set himself the target of showing me 300 species. Although we 
did fall short of that, my expectations were not as lofty and keep in mind - all the other wildlife was a total 
highlight too! 

Nightjar 
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One bird that truly amazed me was the Southern Ground Hornbill - 
seeing it in the book before the trip I was kind of "meh ... whatever" 
but this beasty is as big as a vulture and incredibly cool. They are 
seriously threatened but we still managed to see them many times - 
including sheltering in trees from the heat, taking nesting material to a 
tree hollow and - the best - walking in a line of birds hooting away 
(with an amazing call - 
look them up on 
YouTube) while foraging 
for snacks on the ground.  

Another amazing sight 
was a group of about 
seventy Vultures going 
ballistic against each 
other as each vied for 
the opportunity to rip 
into a fresh carcass. 

As for other wildlife, the list is below. As I said, we 
had an extremely amazing experience, and I am 
convinced this is not the norm. A couple examples 
- we saw Serval on two occasions; an elderly 
couple at one camp said they have been visiting 
at least once per year for 30 years and only ever 
seen one Serval.  

We saw Wild Dog on two occasions (first two, 
then six) and a South African birding buddy has 
told me she's been going to the park for 40 years 
and has not yet found Wild Dog! 

I think an enormous amount of our success came 
down to two things: firstly, Allon's experience, 
and secondly, after being a dust bowl for ages, 
the park had great rains lasting over a week and 
ending about a week before we arrived - it was 
*lush*.  

Time after time Allon would say this is the best 
he's ever seen a particular area, remembering 
he's done birding trips there 130 times - and 
more trips before he was a birder - or this river has never been this full ... or he's never seen water in this 
place at all! 

The rain seemed to help with 
some species - we had countless 
Dwarf Bittern and Lesser 
Moorhen for example, where 
ordinarily on a trip of this length 
you would be lucky to see one of 
each. But the dry spell prior to 
the rain seemed to have moved 
some species on that are 
normally common and they 
hadn't yet returned in time for 
our trip. I won't list any. Allon is 
too embarrassed to admit we 
missed them! 

Southern 
Ground 
Hornbill 
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If you'd like to see all the birds and other wildlife as well, browse the 700+ photos here ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎΩǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 
page at https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1257981412426346&type=3 

His full trip report can be found at ebird - https://ebird.org/tripreport/319388 

Chris runs Sydney Birding birdwatching and photography tours. As a photographer he has over 25 years of 
experience shooting nature, landscapes and wildlife. Chris has been a wildlife enthusiast since as early as he 
can remember. You can find his Sydney Birding website at https://www.sydneybirding.com.au/ and more of 
his excellent ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ōŜƭƻǿ Χ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Violet-backed Starling 
White-faced Whistling-Ducks 

Yellow-throated Longclaw 

Flap-necked Chameleon 

Crested Guineafowl African Paradise-
Flycatcher 

Bateleur 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1257981412426346&type=3
https://ebird.org/tripreport/319388
https://www.sydneybirding.com.au/
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OPENING THE SHUTTERS ON LOCAL ENVIRONMENT PLANNING 101 

- by Chris Grounds, Conservation Correspondent 

There are many prisms which put context on the natural environment in the Shoalhaven and consequently 
on our BirdLife interest in conservation. This article details one that can and needs to be used as a 
resource for conservation right across the Shoalhaven as it relates to Shoalhaven City Council.  

One of the most important and critical perspectives is land tenure or ownership. For example, a substantial 
portion of the Shoalhaven is the National Parks, Nature Reserves, Conservation Parks and State Forests and 
these embody particular management, mostly attributable to the state government agencies such as NPWS 
and State Forests. 

Equally, one of the most important are the lands and environments that fall under the jurisdiction of the 
Shoalhaven City Council and in a veritable raft of strategies and policies this jurisdiction is visible as the 
Shoalhaven Local Environment Plan [SLEP] 2014, which is currently under Review. [The SLEP is readily 
available on the Council website: https://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/Development-and-business/Building-
plans-and-guidelines/Local-Environmental-Plan-LEP] 

A major element of the SLEP are the Zonings, which apply to these lands and associated environments, e.g. 
wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭΣ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜǘŎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƴŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŀǎƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ΨhōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩΣ ǳǎŜǎ 
ΨtŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ²ƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ /ƻƴǎŜƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘΩ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
use and development in these Zonings. The Conservation 2 Zoning is the highest environmental zoning 
Council has over lands in its jurisdiction. The broad planning recommendations for all other Zones can be 
researched at: https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2014-0179 

For ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ά/н 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ½ƻƴŜŘ [ŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {[9t ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΥ 

SLEP 2014  
Zone C2 Environmental Conservation  
Objectives of zone 

-To protect, manage and restore areas of high ecological, scientific, cultural or aesthetic values. 

-To prevent development that could destroy, damage or otherwise have an adverse effect on those values.  

-To protect water quality and the ecological integrity of water supply catchments and other catchments and natural waterways. 

-To protect the scenic, ecological, educational and recreational values of wetlands, rainforests, escarpment areas and fauna habitat 

linkages. 

-To conserve and, where appropriate, restore natural vegetation in order to protect the erosion and slippage of steep slopes. 

Permitted without consent - Nil  

Permitted with consent Bed and breakfast accommodation; Boat sheds; Dual occupancies (attached); Dwelling houses; Eco-

tourist facilities; Emergency services facilities; Environmental facilities; Environmental protection works; Home businesses; Oyster 

aquaculture; Recreation areas; Research stations; Roads; Sewerage systems; Water recreation structures; Water supply systems 

Prohibited Business premises; Hotel or motel accommodation; Industries; Local distribution premises; Multi dwelling housing; 

Pond-based aquaculture; Recreation facilities (major); Residential flat buildings; Restricted premises; Retail premises; Seniors 

housing; Service stations; Tank-based aquaculture; Warehouse or distribution centres; Any other development not specified in item 

2 or 3 

We single-ƳƛƴŘŜŘ άōǳŘƧŀŀƴŜǊǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ǿŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘΣ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ōƛǊŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

By way of illustration the SLEP extract below of the St Georges Basin area will illustrate the Zoning concept. 
¢ƘŜ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

 

 

  

https://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/Development-and-business/Building-plans-and-guidelines/Local-Environmental-Plan-LEP
https://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/Development-and-business/Building-plans-and-guidelines/Local-Environmental-Plan-LEP
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2014-0179
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¢Ƙƛǎ Ψ½ƻƴƛƴƎΩ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ΨƭŀȅŜǊΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {[9t and other significant criteria are identified in the SLEP mapping. 

¢ƘŜ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ aƻǎŀƛŎ ƻǊ ΨƧƛƎǎŀǿΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǎƛƴέ ŀǊŜŀ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǳǎŜǎΦ 

hƴŜ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƭŀȅŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŜ ΨōƛǊŘŜǊǎΩ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀȅŜǊ ά¢ŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ 
.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέ, which references Biodiversity Corridor, Significant Vegetation and Riparian lands as shown on 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ άThis spatial dataset identifies the land where development implications exist due to 
the presence of terrestrial biodiversity as designated by the relevant NSW environmental planning 
instrument. The data identifies areas of biodiversity in NSW.έ ώb{² 5ŜǇǘΦ tΣIΣLϐ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ƳǳŎƘΣ ƳǳŎƘ 
closer to the bird conservation situation and issues involved. 

The same lands in the Basin showing Biodiversity Corridor, Significant Vegetation and Riparian land. 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ wǳǊŀƭ н ȊƻƴŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ 
ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ōŜƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōƛǊŘǎΚ 
There is an extensive range of activities permitted with Consent, even Crematoria! From an environmental, 
conservation and birding point of view identification of such layers is extremely important.  
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The SLEP provisions for the Rural 2 [R2] Zoning are: 

Objectives:  

To encourage sustainable primary production by maintaining and enhancing the natural resource base.  

To maintain the rural landscape character of the land. To provide for a range of compatible landuses, excluding extensive 

agriculture. 

Permitted Without Consent 

Extensive agriculture, Forestry and Home Occupations. 

{ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƭŀǎƘΩ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜǎ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ǊŜȊƻƴŜ ŀƭƭ wǳǊŀƭ н ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ Ψ¢ŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩ 
overlay to Conservation 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment that is .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ±ŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ȊƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ wǳǊŀƭ н ŦƻǊ άǊǳǊŀƭ ǳǎŜǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
sample area of map extracts. 

A Sample Study - St Georges Basin Crematoria Development Application [DA] Site  

On a third level, one of the problems that can arise in areas of conservation interest is the existing data 
available on birds. A database is the usual source but these have specific limitations. That problem becomes 
a little more complex when we recognize the range of databases available to check and research the bird 
biodiversity of an area of interest. There is of course Birdata, Atlas of Living Australia and E-Bird which are 
readily accessed for community interest. 

The database offering the broadest interest in cataloguing all the biodiversity is the Atlas of Living Australia 
so it can be of particular value in conservation campaigning. This is linked with iNaturalist. 

When the first of two Development Applications [DA] were exhibited by Shoalhaven Council for a Crematoria 
development at St Georges Basin in the Rural 2 Zone a check on databases revealed no bird records at all so 
it was clear that program of observations was needed.  

That subsequently revealed some high value observations. Taking local residents along for the journey has 
been really valuable. This area is on the above SLEP maps so it involves the clash between Rural Zoning and 
Terrestrial Biodiversity. 

 

 


