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6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 
- by Phil Hendry (BLS VP) 

Well, that year went by in a bit of a blur! Here we are in 2026, 
ƭŜǘΩǎ hope ƛǘΩǎ a good one. In my role of Acting President of 
BirdLife Shoalhaven, I wanted to take the opportunity to look 
back at what we achieved last year and have a bit of a look at 
what we can expect for this year. 

Last year saw some major changes for the BLS Committee, most 
notably the resignation of Rob Dunn as President. Rob chaired 
his last meeting at the AGM in Ulladulla in January, and I would 
like to thank him for his many years of skillful stewardship of our 
branch. Since he stepped down, the BLS Committee has 
continued our work in advocating for birds and conservation. I 
have taken on the role of acting President with the support of 
the rest of the committee and together we have taken a 
collaborative approach to keeping things moving. 

This last year BLS has continued to advocate for the 
environment by making submissions to Shoalhaven Council and 
various state and federal bodies. Issues addressed have been 
tree conservation, cat containment and dogs on beaches among 
other things.  

We have been active in keeping birds to the fore of ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
minds by posting on our and others Facebook pages, we put up 
pictures of birds from some of our birdwalks and we have 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά.ƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ 
local bird is featured with a brief description and personal 
photographs.  

There have been positive responses to this and I encourage 
you to share these posts with your networks. I should 
congratulate the Tawny Frogmouth on winning the Coveted 
ά.ƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊέ ǇǊƛȊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ 
Guardian and BirdLife Australia (see photo at left). 

The Bundanon Museum invited us to join them for Science 
Week in leading birdwalks around their site on the 
Shoalhaven River, this was very successful and we plan to lead 
more walks with Bundanon. During Birdweek in October, we 
led simultaneous birdwalks in Nowra, Vincentia and Milton. 
We have a great group of volunteers who lead regular 
birdwalks for BirdLife members. These are very popular and 
we would welcome new leaders for these walks. 

Yolande kept up her schedule of talks to various community 
groups, raising awareness and appreciation of our 
magnificent avifauna. On that subject, we were very fortunate 
to have Dr Holly Parsons visit in September and give us a very 
well-attended and stimulating presentation on Glossy Black 
Cockatoos (see photo above). 

Looking forwards, we have an AGM coming up. It will be held in March in Nowra and will also feature a talk 
by the very engaging Mick Roderick on his conservation work for the Regent Honeyeater. Other events to 
ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ά.ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊŘǎέ ǿŀƭƪΣ ŀ .ƛǊŘ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜ-
booted Bird Haven event with talks and activities to be held in September. 

LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪing forward to meeting many of you, my birding friends, throughout the year. 

Glossy Black Cockatoo 

Tawny Frogmouth 
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by Mick Roderick  
Regent Honeyeater Recovery Advisor  

BirdLife Australia  

at the BirdLife Shoalhaven AGM  
5:15pm Thursday 5th March 2026  

at the CWA rooms at 39 Berry Street in Nowra  

Regent Honeyeaters once occurred from Adelaide to Bundaberg, 
seen in large, boisterous flocks and breeding in suburban 
Melbourne and Sydney. They are now on the precipice of 
extinction; so much so that they are bred in captivity so that 
some individuals can be released into the wild to bolster the 
drastically low population which is thought to be only around 
300 birds.  

Come hear Regent Honeyeater Recovery Coordinator Mick 
Roderick talk about recent releases of zoo-bred birds and other 
recovery actions being undertaken to try to save this άjewel of 
the temperate woodlandsέ. 

 

  

Image: Mick Roderick 
(courtesy of 

Mindaribba LALC) 

Image: Mick Roderick  

Mick Roderick  

Regent Honeyeater 

Regent Honeyeater 
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Little Terns in the Shoalhaven  
- by Yolande Cozijn* 

[ƛǘǘƭŜ ¢ŜǊƴǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
most vulnerable seabirds, return to the 
Shoalhaven each spring to nest at 3 beach 
locations in the Shoalhaven. Their arrival is 
subtle - quick flashes of white and grey 
skimming low over the water - but for those 
who know what to look for, it marks the 
beginning of a critical breeding season that 
has become increasingly fragile. 

These remarkable birds are migratory, 
traveling vast distances each year. Many 
Little Terns that arrive in the Shoalhaven 
migrate from northern Australia and even 
as far away as Southeast Asia, including 
countries like Indonesia and Papua New 
Guinea.  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ƘŜƳƛǎǇƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ 
and summer months, they journey south to 
take advantage of the abundant food and 
ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
coastlines. This migration is a vital part of 
their life cycle, allowing them to breed in 
safer, resource-rich environments. 

The Shoalhaven provides ideal habitat for 
these migratory birds, offering shallow 
feeding grounds rich in small fish and open 
sandy stretches where they can lay their 
eggs. Unlike many other seabirds, Little 
Terns nest directly on the sand, creating 
shallow scrapes that are nearly invisible to 
the untrained eye.  

This remarkable camouflage protects them 
from natural predators, but it also makes 
them extremely vulnerable to human 
disturbance. A single misplaced footstep, an 
offȤleash dog, or a vehicle on the beach can 
destroy a nest without anyone realizing. 

Interestingly, not all Little Terns migrate. Some populations remain in Australia year-round, particularly in 
more temperate or sheltered coastal areas where food remains plentiful and conditions are favourable. 
These resident birds may breed at different times or use alternative nesting sites, contributing to the 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƻǊȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴ ŀǊŜ 
crucial for maintaining genetic diversity and population numbers. 

Much of the protection these birds receive is thanks to the NSW National Parks South Coast Shorebird 
Recovery Program, which works closely with local volunteers, councils, and community groups. Each year, 
the program monitors colonies, installs temporary fencing, and educates beachgoers about the importance 
of giving nesting birds some space.  

Their longȤrunning efforts have been instrumental in stabilising populations that were once in steep decline. 
{ǘƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
most significant in the state. 

Little Tern 
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Watching Little Terns raise their chicks is a 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
ecosystems are. Adults take turns incubating eggs 
and darting out over the estuary to catch fish, 
returning with tiny silver slivers held crosswise in 
their bills.  

Newly hatched chicks, speckled and downy, blend 
perfectly into the sand as they scurry after their 
parents. By late summer, the young birds take 
flight, preparing for their long migration north. 

The continued presence of Little Terns in the 
Shoalhaven is a testament to both the resilience of 
nature and the impact of dedicated conservation 
programs.  

Supporting these efforts ensures that one of the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴŎƘŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ 
to unfold each year. 

  

Little Tern 

Little Tern 

Little Terns 
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News from Manyana and the Red Head Villages 

- by Jo Davey (www.manyanamatters.com.au), all photos by George Davey 

Migratory birds spending the summer at Cunjurong Point 
A pair of Red Knots was spotted on Lake Conjola off Cunjurong Point on 23rd 
December. iNaturalist shows no record of them being here previously, however 
Birdata records a sighting at Lake Conjola in 2019, and eBird apparently has a couple 
more sightings as well. The pair moved on within a few days. 

The single Far Eastern Curlew has returned again this year. We have named it Lonesome Luna, after its genus 
name Numenius, which comes from Greek words, 'neos' meaning new and 'mene' for moon. "New moon" 
alludes to the crescent-shaped bill.  

The full scientific name for the Far Eastern Curlew - which includes the genus and species names - is 
Numenius madagascariensis. 

There are eight or so Bar-tailed Godwits feeding at the lake again this year, as well as a group of Red-necked 
Stints, which are often seen on the rock platform on the point at low tide - see the image of the Stints on the 
next page. 

Red Knots 

Far Eastern Curlew 

https://www.manyanamatters.com.au/
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A successful breeding event for the Hooded Plover 
The Hooded Plover breeding pair at Flatrock Beach at North Bendalong hatched 3 chicks in early December. 
All three have now fledged and have good prospects for survival. This is thanks to the watchful actions of the 
parents, the work of the wonderful Shorebird Recovery rangers and volunteers, and members of the public 
who gave them the space they needed. 

Hooded Plovers are listed in NSW as Critically Endangered, primarily due to loss of safe habitat. 

Pacific Gull at Manyana Beach  
An immature Pacific Gull was 
seen at Manyana Beach in late 
December. This is an unusual 
sighting.  

Pacific Gulls stand out beside 
the Silver Gulls because they 
are 50% larger and have a 
huge yellow bill with red 
άƭƛǇǎǘƛŎƪέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘǘƻƳ άƭƛǇǎέ. 

The similar Kelp Gulls only 
ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŘ άƭƛǇǎǘƛŎƪέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ōƻǘǘƻƳ άƭƛǇέΦ 

Both Pacific Gulls and Kelp 
Gulls have full adult plumage 
after four years, so the spots 
on the neck of the Pacific Gull 
at Manyana Beach suggest it is 
not quite four years old. 

Red-necked Stints 

3 Hooded Plover fledglings and their parents 

Pacific Gull 
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Birds on the Bherwerre Wetland  
- text and photos by Chris Grounds, Conservation Correspondent 

The Bherwerre Wetland boardwalks are providing a very popular, well used community facility in what is 
now an important conservation zone within the St Georges Basin area at Sanctuary Point. One of the 
cherished values of the area and facility is the birdlife and it is an easy area for a comfortable self-guided 
ΨōƛǊŘǿŀƭƪΩΦ 

The project on Council land 
began in 2014 and opened in 
2024, guided by continuing 
local community involvement, 
particularly Basin Villages 
Forum, which has included the 
land being reclassified as 
ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ [ŀƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
άbŀǘǳǊŀƭ !ǊŜŀέ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
have implications for 
management.  

During that time regeneration 
of plants and vegetation has 
been quite noticeable under a 
conservation-restrained use 
regime. 

As we birders know, it is the 
ǊŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ άŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭ 
encountersέ with birds that 
can be so satisfying and 
important but some of the 
most recent first sightings 
have verified the value of the 
wetland and regular checks. 

One of the most recent walks 
with visitors along the creek 
boardwalk revealed a perching 
Peregrine Falcon, most 
certainly a first for the wetland 
and an exciting observation, 
especially for the visitors.  

Just days before, the Glossy 
Black Cockatoos only 
previously seen on one 
occasion, returned to feast on 
the Allocasuarina littoralis 
fruits in the she-oak littoral 
forest of the creek, though this 
also was a first for the new 
Birdlife catalogue. 

The exquisite Spotted Pardalotes are well known in the wetland but an observation of a nest in the mud 
bank of the creek was also a first.  

Images of the birds seen in these three special observations described above ς the Glossy Black Cockatoo 
eating the Allocasuarina fruit, the Spotted Pardalote at its nest, and the Peregrine Falcon ς can be seen on 
the next page. 
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The wetland is actually a major part of the cuspate 
delta of Tomerong Creek (incorrectly named 
Cockrow Creek) and the associated drainage basin 
which extends into the hinterland of the Basin-
Tomerong district in the areas of Yerriyong State 
Forest, Parma Creek Nature Reserve and 
Jerrawangala National Park. This is a major bio-
diversity corridor which also involves private tenure 
lands. The Bherwerre Wetland is the culmination of 
the catchment and corridor. It almost goes without 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ά9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ 
9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΦ 

The wetland also involves some of the most valuable 
and extensive aquatic vegetation in the Basin and 
Shoalhaven, which favours Black Swans. 

The boardwalk area is the north section of the 
wetland area and delta. Walking the south side is 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōǳǘ ŀ ōƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪ ƛǎ ŀ ΨŦǳǘǳǊŜΩ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻƴƭȅ 
at this stage. That side is quite different with a 
mixture of Swamp Sclerophyll Forest, saltmarsh, 
mangrove and seagrass meadows, which adds to 
potential bird habitat, especially as it is more readily 
subject to inundation.  

One of the very first actions at the wetland was to 
survey and catalogue the birdlife over a number of 
years and seasons and this revealed a diverse range 
of most groups of birds associated with both 
shoreline, estuary and bush.  

Spotted Pardalote (female) 

Peregrine Falcon 

Glossy Black Cockatoo 
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IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ the catalogue to the Birdlife database, so continuing efforts -  
commenced in 2023 - have rectified that, with the vast majority of previously listed species being identified. 
That provides a verified baseline for information and conservation purposes. 

To date this has re-established a count of 80 bird species. If observations on the nearby associated area of 
Erowal Bay, rated with the highest waterway zoning of W1 are included, the species count climbs to 88. 
Fortunately, with the Birdlife database, the count and bird list is always open ended. 

To this point in time, 
threatened species include 
the White-bellied Sea Eagle, 
Eastern Osprey, an icon bird 
of the wetlands but missing in 
recent months, and the 
Glossy Black Cockatoo. 

The smaller bush birds shown 
on this page made 
appearances as well with the 
eye-catching but surprisingly 
difficult to observe Scarlet 
Honeyeater always in song 
(the male is shown below) 
and the Crested Shrike-tit 
(shown at left) appearing for 
a short jaunt.  

And some late news! Shoalhaven Council have deemed our proposed Osprey Nesting Platform in the 
wetland 'suitable' under their new Community-led Projects scheme. A Review of Environmental Factors will 
have to be carried out, and only time will tell if the project meets /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ environmental and other 
requirements to get final approval. 

  

Crested Shrike-tit  

Scarlet Honeyeater (male) 



BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine ς January 2026- Page 12 

 

A Beginner's Trip to Werribee  
- by Jacky Fogerty (BLS Secretary) 

When you are next in Melbourne, do consider 
a trip to Werribee for birdwatching at the 
marvelous Western Treatment Plant, listed as a 
wetland of international importance under the 
RAMSAR Convention and one of Australia's top 
birding sites, conveniently located directly off 
the M1 within 40 minutes of the Melbourne 
CBD and close to Werribee Open Range Zoo, 
Werribee Park historic mansion and gardens, 
other birding sites and good cafes and 
accommodation. 

Melbourne Water runs the treatment plant and 
supports the use of the site by birdwatchers, 
for example see their web page here: 
www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-
about/outdoor-activities/birdwatching. 

The site is locked but keys can be booked online and collected from the Werribee Information Centre, next 
to the ticket office at Werribee Open Range Zoo. Alternatively, you can visit with a local who has a key or on 
a birdwatching tour. Birdwatching tour operators must be licensed to offer tours at the Treatment Plant, and 
we went with the current licensed operator, Simon Starr of Firetail Birdwatching Tours. Photos here are by 
permission of Simon Starr, Firetail Birdwatching Tours. Their website is www.birdingvictoria.com.au. 

Simon picked us up from our local accommodation, but he 
usually picks people up in Melbourne for a day trip. If you 
cannot manage the logistics of a trip to the Treatment 
Plant, the whole area is great for birdwatching, and many 
species can also be seen at nearby reserves such as Point 
Cook Coastal Park, Cheetham Wetlands and K Road Cliffs. 

The treatment plant site is vast - about the size of Phillip 
Island, according to Melbourne Water's website - and over 
300 bird species have been recorded there. Only part of 
the site is used for sewage treatment, mostly in black-
plastic covered ponds, while the remainder consists of 
ponds, swamps and grasslands. 

The site supports a great diversity of birds and other 
wildlife, with the water levels in each pond managed by 
Melbourne Water to ensure a variety of habitats are 
available at different times of year. There was no 
noticeable smell while we were there. 

As a novice birdwatcher, I booked a three-quarter day (BYO lunch) 
tour, but I would suggest a guide even for experienced 
birdwatchers as the site is so big and it would be very difficult to 
find the birds you are after without a guide to show you where 
they are likely to be.  

It is also a bit of a maze without much signage to help you find 
different locations. There are no facilities except one toilet block. 

We had a wonderful day. Even my companion, who is definitely 
not a birdwatcher - not even a novice one - admitted to having a 
really enjoyable time.  

Local birdwatcher 

Striated Fieldwren 

https://www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-about/outdoor-activities/birdwatching
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-about/outdoor-activities/birdwatching
https://www.birdingvictoria.com.au/
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As we were there in late November, the migratory 
species had arrived from Siberia, Alaska, Japan etc. and 
were feeding keenly and paying no attention to us. 
Simon set up his scope to help us identify them, which 
is more difficult in their non-breeding plumage: sadly, 
several species only sport beautiful shades of coral red 
and rose blush while breeding in remote swamps and 
shores in the far northern hemisphere.  

Because the site is locked and only birdwatchers and 
Melbourne Water employees are allowed in, most of 
the birds are not frightened of being shot and will stay 
quite close to people. Apparently, some local species 
arrive en masse the day after duck shooting season 
starts in Victoria.  

Several local species were nesting so there were cute 
chicks to watch and there were flocks of shorebirds 
along the beach, as well as hundreds of swans in the 
bay, smaller bush birds such as bushlarks and cisticolas 
in the trees along the roads, and of course raptors 
taking advantage of the birdlife bounty.  

A highlight for us was the brolgas, and we also saw a 
Freckled Duck, a Crake, some Avocets, some 
amusing Native Hens, several other rare birds and a 
large Tiger Snake. Simon was a patient and 
companionable guide for novices like us but was 
obviously also very used to hunting down rare 
species for experienced birdwatchers, including 
many visiting from overseas.  

Those wanting to see species that are winter 
migrants from Tasmania would need to visit then, 
but chances of seeing the endangered Orange-
bellied Parrot are low.  

On the positive side, the nearby Werribee Open 
Range Zoo is part of a breeding program for Orange-
bellied Parrots and has a large open flight aviary 
where you can watch them close by while 
supporting conservation efforts through your 
admission ticket.  

We recorded 98 species on our visit, and many more 
on the trip there and back to our accommodation at 
Werribee Park, including a pair of Little Eagles circling 
and several raptors perched by the river cliffs next to 
the road. The grounds at Werribee Park are open to 
the public and are excellent for spotting raptors and 
corvids, as they are between the Werribee River and 
market gardens.  

At a nearby farm shop, we watched a photographer 
photographing raptors with her long-range camera 
from the comfort of her outside cafe table!.  

Here is the bird list from inside Werribee Treatment 
Plant on the day: ebird.org/checklist/S285897970 

Singing Honeyeater 

Black-tailed Native Hen 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S285897970
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Those pesky Bar-shouldered Doves  can now get into Birdata  
- by Brett Davis 

Many of you who have been entering bird 
sightings from the Shoalhaven region into Birdata 
over the past ten years might have noticed that 
your Bar-shouldered Dove entries always met with 
ŀƴ άƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŀƴƎŜέ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ς ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
supposed to be here. Unfortunately, nobody told 
the birds!  

A few months ago, Chris Brandis from the Milton-
Ulladulla Birdwatchers (the MUD Birders) sent an 
enquiry to BirdLife Australia where he questioned 
.ƛǊŘŀǘŀΩǎ ƴƻƴ-acceptance of sightings of Bar-
shouldered Doves. He wondered whether the 
sightings were getting into Birdata - because 
unless the database was being updated, the birds 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǎ άƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŀƴƎŜέΦ 

BirdLife Australia replied that they were in the 
process of updating Birdata's range layers (in-built 
species distribution maps) for all Australian birds. 
They said that the new range layer for the Bar-
shouldered Dove will recognise that the species 
has become more common along the southern 
NSW coast, so it won't flag the species as vagrant 
or out of range there (i.e. inputting issues will stop 
once that new range layer is in place). 

They apologized for the delay in implementing the 
range layer updates and explained that their 
analysts must match the layers to the new AviList 
taxonomy which has only recently been finalised. 
They could not provide a firm date for the update. 

As mentioned in the BLS Autumn 2025 magazine 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ Χέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
ά¢ƘŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ IŜǊƻƴ ŘŜōŀǘŜέ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ 26 of this 
magazine, the Avilist will be common to all four 
major databases for Aussie birds - Birdata, eBird, 
iNaturalist and the Atlas of Living Australia. 

BirdLife Australia did say that they have manually 
accepted Bar-shouldered Dove records for the 
south coast that were awaiting vetting, and these 
records will now be visible in the database. 

The map of the Shoalhaven (above left) shows the 
sightings have now been made visible in Birdata. 

And now for the good news! 

The update to the range layer for Bar-Shouldered 
Doves on the south coast has now been made as 
well, as can be seen in the image at left which was 
taken when entering a sighting for Ulladulla. 

Our Bar-shouldered Doves can now get into 
Birdata ς thanks BirdLife Australia!  

Bar-shouldered Dove 
sightings in the Shoalhaven 

Inputting a sighting for Ulladulla 
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Which database should you use? 
- by Brett Davis* 

There are four main databases for Aussie birds - Birdata, eBird, iNaturalist and the Atlas of Living Australia ς 
but which one should you use? 

Birdata is the longest-running digital database for bird sightings in Australia and is 
considered the "gold standard" for conservation-focused data. It is best for 
structured surveys and contributing directly to Australian conservation research, 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ά2-hectare, 20-minute searchέ method which provides high-
quality data for its {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ .ƛǊŘǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ which are a major data source 
for the Australian Government. 

Birdata is the digital home for the Atlas of Australian Birds, which has evolved 
through several major phases. The first Atlas (1977ς1981) was a massive effort to map the distribution of 
birds across the entire Australian continent. Over 3,000 volunteers (known as "atlassers") collected 2.7 
million records. These were originally submitted on paper forms and later digitized. 

After a gap in national data collection, a second project was launched from 1998 ς 2002 to track how bird 
populations had changed over 20 years. Because volunteers wanted to keep submitting data after the 
second atlas project ended, BirdLife Australia (then Birds Australia) launched the Birdata website in August 
2005. This allowed for continuous, year-round data entry rather than waiting for multi-year "projects." 

In October 2016, BirdLife Australia released the Birdata mobile app so birders could record sightings in the 
field using their phone's GPS, leading to a massive surge in data - now over 30 million records! 

eBird is managed by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology in collaboration with local 
partners like eBird Australia which is a distinct regional portal within the global 
eBird network. eBird is the most popular platform for recreational birders 
worldwide, and is best for personal "life lists," finding "hotspots" to see specific 
birds, and recording incidental sightings. 

It is also integrated with the Merlin Bird ID app which is very user-friendly for 
beginners overseas and is becoming more and more useful for Australian birders. 

eBird and BirdLife Australia have a data-sharing agreement, and if you use the specific "2ha 20min" survey 
protocol in eBird, that data is periodically shared with Birdata ς so using either database is great! 

eBird has been in existence for 24 years. It was launched in 2002 as a joint project between the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society in the US. Initially, the platform was restricted to sightings 
within the Western Hemisphere, but it expanded to include the entire world in 2010. 

Atlas of Living Australia (ALA) is the national biodiversity database. While most 
birders don't upload directly to the ALA via its website, it acts as a "central 
warehouse" which harvests records from Birdata, eBird, and iNaturalist. It is used 
by academic researchers and the government for broad environmental planning. 

The Atlas of Living Australia (ALA) was formally established in 2006, though it did not launch its public online 
portal until October 2010. As of 2026, the project has been in operation for 20 years (from its founding) and 
has been providing public data for over 15 years. 

iNaturalist Australia is not bird-specific - despite its logo - but it is 
widely used for recording all types of flora and fauna sightings.  

It is excellent for identifying unknown birds through community 
crowdsourcing and AI, and every observation requires a photo or sound recording to be "Research Grade," 
making it highly verifiable. 

iNaturalist grew from a 2008 ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-taxa citizen science 
platform. It expanded from a website into an app in 2011, making it easier to record sightings in the field. 

LΩŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ .ƛǊŘŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ōƛǊŘ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ - or the eBird 2ha 20min survey protocol- and iNaturalist for 
everything else. 
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Is a Telstra Tower a House but Not a Home for  Shoalhaven Ospreys? 
- by Brett Davis* 

In northern New South Wales the sight of a massive bundle of sticks perched atop a telecommunication 
tower is slowly becoming a familiar part of the landscape, and it is happening in the Shoalhaven as well. For 
locals in Sanctuary Point or Ulladulla, seeing these "fish hawks" claim the high ground is a fascinating glimpse 
at the interaction of wildlife and technology. 

Recently, a couple of nesting attempts in Sanctuary 
Point have ended in quiet disappointment.  

Despite a pair of Ospreys diligently tending to a 
beautiful nest, laying eggs, and incubating them far 
beyond the usual 40-day window, no chicks 
emerged. To understand why this may have 
happened, we must look at why they choose these 
towers in the first place - and why the very thing 
that makes a tower a great "house" might make it 
a terrible "home". 

The Ultimate Real Estate: Why Towers? 
Ospreys (Pandion cristatus) are the only Australian 
birds of prey that regularly and enthusiastically use 
man-made structures for nesting ς although a pair 
of Peregrine Falcons on a famous high-rise ledge at 
367 Collins Street, Melbourne might disagree! 

The Height Advantage 
In the wild, Ospreys prefer "stag trees" - dead, 
towering giants that rise above the canopy. These 
provide a 360-degree view to spot predators like 
Sea Eagles and offer a clear flight path for their 
massive wingspans.  

As old-growth trees disappear due to incessant 
development or storms, a 30-metre Telstra tower 
becomes the most attractive alternative in the 
neighborhood. 

Location, Location, Location 
Ospreys eat fish, almost exclusively. They need to 
be within a few kilometres of productive hunting 
grounds like St Georges Basin, Jervis Bay or Lake 
Conjola. Telecommunication towers are often 
located near coastal settlements, placing the birds 
right in the "sweet spot" between a high vantage 
point and a reliable pantry. 
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When "Home" Becomes a Trap: Why Nesting Fails 
It is heartbreaking for birdwatchers to see a pair stay on a nest for 50 or 60 days - well past the expected 
hatching date - only for the birds to eventually abandon the site. If the eggs were laid and the parents were 
dedicated, why did it fail? 

The "Ecological Trap" Theory 
Scientists often refer to these towers as "ecological traps." To a bird, the tower looks like a perfect tree, but 
it may lack the natural qualities required for successful embryo development. 

Unlike a thick, wooden tree branch which acts as an insulator, the steel of a communications tower is a 
thermal conductor. It gets incredibly hot in the Australian sun and very cold at night. This can create "hot 
spots" under the nest that literally cook the eggs or "cold sinks" that chill the embryo during the times when 
a parent leaves to feed. 

Telecommunication towers aren't just static poles; they are active machinery. Cooling fans, the hum of 
electronics, and even the vibration of the structure in high winds can cause micro-stress to the developing 
embryos or disrupt the delicate "turning" of the eggs by the parents. 

While still a subject of ongoing research, some studies suggest that the non-ionizing radiation 
(radiofrequency) emitted by high-power antennas can interfere with the development of bird embryos. If a 
nest is built directly in front of a microwave link or a high-gain antenna, the "invisible" environment might be 
too harsh for life to take hold. 

The Problem of "Inert" Eggs 
Sometimes, the failure may not be the tower's fault. Ospreys are long-lived (up to 20+ years) and they 
usually mate for life. In the Shoalhaven, we may have "senile" pairs that produce non-viable eggs, or 
younger, inexperienced birds whose nests are structurally unsound - too thin so the eggs might rest too 
close to the cold steel at night or hot steel during the day. 

In addition, Ospreys sometimes use a 
"delayed incubation" strategy, where they 
wait until the second or third egg is laid 
before sitting full-time. In the harsh, exposed 
environment of a tower, an egg left "un-sat" 
for even a few hours can lose viability much 
faster than those of birds that nest in  tree 
hollows. 

What Can We Do? 
The Shoalhaven community is already taking 
steps. Organizations like BirdLife Shoalhaven 
are increasingly looking at Artificial Nesting 
Platforms (ANPs) and council approval for 
their construction, to provide the height the 
Ospreys crave without the electronic 
interference or thermal extremes of a άliveέ 
tower. 

By installing dedicated poles with timber or 
mesh baskets near existing "failed" tower 
sites, we can "lure" the birds away from the 
dangerous tech and onto a platform designed 
for biological success. 

The next time you see an Osprey sitting high 
above the highway on a lattice of steel, 
remember that they are doing their best to 
ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōǳƛƭǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘŜƭǇ 
- like a well-placed platform - those long hours 
of incubation might result in chicks.  
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Ferals in the Garden  
by Robert Irving 

Email from RI to BD ς 27th October 2025 
Attached are a couple of photographs of a parrot in our garden today which I have been unable to identify.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reply from BD to RI later that day 
Google tells me that your bird is a blue Indian Parakeet. Indian parakeets are normally green - the blue ones 
have had their colour changed due to selective breeding in captivity, in much the same way that caged 
budgerigars have numerous coloured versions these days. 

Unfortunately, some of these birds escape from their cages, and if it happens enough, a feral population 
could develop here - there has been a green Indian parakeet spotted in the Vincentia for the last few years. 
It looks like your bird has escaped from a cage too, which is probably confirmed by the band on its right leg. 
If you are able to capture the bird you could possibly find its owner with whatever information is supplied on 
the band. 

Reply from RI to BD next day 
The parakeet came back and I managed to take more photos. The little bird has character, hops around 
galahs and whiteheads who all make way; he/she has the attitude of a rainbow lorikeet, pushy, pecking 
order was not taught where it grew up. He's not shy of humans but even with slow approach thinks that 2m 
is close enough. Food would lure him into a cage, but I don't have one, any suggestions? 

  

Indian Parakeet Indian Parakeet 

Indian Parakeet 

Galahs 

White-headed Pigeons 
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Reply from BD to RI later that day 
If you could work out 
what the number on the 
leg ring says using 
binoculars or a camera 
with a zoom lens you 
could try to find its 
owner and pass the 
problem of catching the 
bird over to them. 

You might have to 
capture the bird to get 
the number though. A 
cardboard box and stick 
would work - there are 
lots of examples on the 
internet - but you might 
not be able to find its 
owner. Then you have to 
figure out what to do 
with the bird once 
you've got it? 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you kill it because it is 
a feral and could 
possibly start a feral 
population? Do you buy 
a cage and keep it when 
they can live up to 30 
years or longer in 
captivity? Or do you just 
give it away to someone 
who wants one? 

I'd probably just let it be. 
Caged birds that escape 
tend to be predated 
pretty quickly, but there 
are always exceptions. 

If you had two birds of 
the same species - and 
they were male and 
female - it would be 
more of a concern, but if 
it's only one bird it 
shouldn't be too much of 
a problem. 

This is my advice - not the advice of BirdLife Australia or BirdLife Shoalhaven!  

Indian Parakeet 
















