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- by Phil Hendry (BLS VP)

Well, that year went by in a bit of a blur! Here we are in 202
f S hapéA (iaQgood one. In my role oActing President of
BirdLife Shoalhaven, | wanted to take the opportunity to lo
back at what we achieved last year and have a bit of a loo
what we can expect for this year.

Last year saw some major changes for the BLS Committee,

notably the resignation of Rob Dunn as President. Rob chajred

his last meeting at the AGM in UlladullaJanuaryand | would
like to thank him for his many years of skillful stewardship of ¢
branch. Since he stepped down, the BLS Committee

continued our work in advocating for birds and conservation.

have taken on the role of acting President with the support
the rest of the committee and together we have taken
collaborative approach to keeping things moving.

This last year BLS has continued to advocate for
environment by making submissions to Shoalhaven Council

various state and federal bodies. Issues addressed have been

tree conservation, cat containment and dogs on beaches am
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Yolande Cozifn

other things.

We have been active in keeping birds to the foreLdf 2 LJL SQa
minds by posting on our and others Facebook pages, we put up

pictures of birds from some of our birdwalks and we have by
AYUNBRdzOSR | gSSlfe TSI udz2NB| OFftf SR a. ANK
alGlossy Black Cockator |

local bird is featured with a brief description and persor
photographs.

There have been positive responses to this and | encourage
you to share these postsvith your networks. | should

8 congratulate the Tawny Frogmouth on winning the Coveted
. ANR 2F GKS | SI NE LINAT S AY
Guardian and BirdLife Australigee photo at left)

The Bundanon Museum invited us to join them for Science
Week in leading birdwalks around their site on the
Shoalhaven River, this was very successful and we plan to lead
more walks with Bundanon. During Birdweek in October, we
led simultaneous birdwalks in Nowra, Vincentia and Milton.
We have a great group of volunteers who lead regular
birdwalks for BirdLife members. These are very popular and
we would welcome new leaders ftrese walks

Yolande kept up her schedutd talks to various community
groups, raising awareness and appreciation of our
magnificent avifauna. On that subject, we were very fortunate
to have Dr Holly Parsons visit in September and give us a very
well-attended and stimulating presentation on Glossy Black
Cockatoogsee photo above)

Looking forwards, we havenaAGM coming up. It will be held in March in Nowra and will also feadutadk

by the very engaging Mick Roderick on his conservation work for the Regent Honeyeatier events to
f221 FT2NBINR (2 GKAA @SFENJINB F ALISOALET a. NBF1F
booted Bird Haven event with talks and activities to be held in September.

L QY ingfar@&ayd to meeting many of you, my birding friends, throughout the year.
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FREE BIRD TALK

by Mick Roderick
Regent Honeyeater Recovery Advisor
BirdLife Australia

at the BirdLife Shoalhaven AGM
5:15pm Thursday 5th March 2026
at the CWA rooms at 39 Berry Street in Nowra

Regent Honeyeaters once occurred from Adelaide to Bundaberg,
seen in large, boisterous flocks and breeding in suburban
Melbourne and Sydney. They are now on the precipice of
extinction; so much so that they are bred in captivity so that
some individuals can be released into the wild to bolster the
drastically low population which is thought to be only around
300 birds.

Come hear Regent Honeyeater Recovery Coordinator
Roderick talk about recent releases of zmed birds and other
recovery actions being undertaken to tty save thisgewel of
the temperate woodlands

; _3 R %
" Eirbany st oy
.1, 7! ’! s ‘,
) Mick Roderick

Regent Honeyeater

Image: Mick Roderick
(courtesy of
Mindaribba LALC
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Little Terns in the Shoalhaven
- by Yolande Cozijh

[AGGES ¢SNyaz 2yS 27
most vulnerable seabirds, return to the
Shoalhaven each spring to nest at 3 beach
locations in the Shoalhaveitheir arrival is
subtle - quick flashes of white and grey
skimming low over the waterbut for those
who know what to look for, it marks the
beginning of a critical breeding season that
has become increasingly fragile.

These remarkable birds are migratory,

traveling vast distances each year. Many
Little Terns that arrive in the Shoalhaven
migrate from northern Australia and even

as far away as Southeast Asia, including
countries like Indonesia and Papua New
Guinea.

5dzZNAYy3 (KS &a2dzi KSNYy
and summer months, they journey south to
take advantage of the abundant food and
adzZAdFo6fS ySadAy3a KIFoa
coastlines. This migration is a vital part of
their life cycle, allowing them to breed in
safer, resourceich environments.

The Shoalhaven provides ideal habitat for
these migratory birds, offering shallow
feeding grounds rich in small fish and open
sandy stretches where they can lay their
eggs. Unlike many other seabirds, Little
Terns nest directly on the sand, creating
shallow scrapes that are nearly invisible to
the untrained eye.

This remarkable camouflage protects them
from natural predators, but it also makes
them extremely vulnerable to human
disturbance. A single misplaced footstep, an
offdeash dog, or a vehicle on the beach can
destroy a nest without anyone=alizing

Little Tern

Interestingly, not all Little Terns migrate. Some populations remain in Australiaryeaal, particularly in
more temperate or sheltered coastal areas where food remains plentiful and conditions are favourable.
These resident birds may breed at different times or use alternative nesting sites, contributing to the
ALISOASEAQ 2OSNI ff NEaAfASyOSo | 26SOSNE GKS YAINI
crucial for maintaining genetic diversity and population numbers.

Much of the protection these birds receive is thanks to the NSW National Parks South Coast Shorebi
Recovery Program, which works closely with local volunteers, councils, and community groups. Each ye:
the program monitors colonies, installs temporary fencing, and educates beachgoers about the importanc
of giving nesting birds some space.

Their longtunning efforts have been instrumental in stabilising populations that were once in steep decline.
{GAfEfZ GKS aLISOASA NBYIFAya SYRIFEYISNBR Ay bSg {2
most significant in the state.
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Little Terrs

Watching Little Terns raise their chicks is a
NEYAYRSNI 2F K2g AyidaSND?2
ecosystems are. Adults take turns incubating eggs
and darting out over the estuary to catch fish,
returning with tiny silver slivers held crosswise in
their bills.

Newly hatched chicks, speckled and downy, blend
perfectly into the sand as they scurry after their
parents. By late summer, the young birds take
flight, preparing for their long migration north.

The continued presence of Little Terns in the
Shoalhaven is a testament to both the resilience of
nature and the impact of dedicated conservation
programs.

Supporting these efforts ensures that one of the
NE3IAZ2YyQa Yz2au SYOKIyuAy?3
to unfold each year.

Little Tern

Little Tern
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News from Manyana and the Red Head Villages
- by Jo Davg (www.manyanamatters.com.a, all photos by George Dave

Migratory birds spending the summer at Cunjurong Point

A pair of Red Knots was spotted on Lake Conjola off Cunjurong Point on
December.iNaturalist shows no record of them being here previously, howe
Birdata records a sighting at Lake Conjola in 2@H@ eBird apparently has a coup
more sightings as wellhe pair moved on within a few days.

Red Knots

The single Far Eastern Curlew has returned again this year. We have named it Lonesome Luna, after its ge
name Numenius, which comes from Greek words, 'neos’ meaning new and ‘'mene' for moon. "New moon
alludes to the crescerghaped bill.

The full scientific naméor the Far Eastern Curlewwhich includes the genus and species nameas
Numenius madagascariensis

There are eight or sBar-tailed Godwits feeding at the lake again this year, as well as a groledhecked
Sints, which are often seen on the rock platform on the point at low tidee the image of the Stints on the
next page.
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Rednecked Stints

A successful breeding event for thdooded Plover

TheHoodedPlover breeding pair at Flatrock Beach at North Bendalong hatched 3 chicks in early Decembel
All three have now fledged and have good prospects for survival. This is thanks to the watchful actions of th
parents, the work of the wonderful Shorebird Recovery rangers and volunteers, and members of the publi
who gave them the space they needed.

Hooded Plovers are listed in NSW as Critically Endangered, primarily due to loss of safe habitat.

L T A T A A iy

- 3 Hooded Plover fledglings aftteir parents
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Pacific Gull aManyana Beach

An immature Pacific Gull wa
seen at Manyana Beach in lat
December. This is an unusu
sighting.

Pacific Gull

Pacific Gullsstand out beside
the Slver Gulls because the
are 50% larger and have
huge vyellow bill with red
aft ALAGAOT € 2y

uz2LJ FyR o02002Y
The similar Kelp Gulls onl
KIS NBR af A
0200G2Y 4Gt ALX ©
Both Pacific Gulls and KelftliS
Gulls have full adult plumagdEs
after four years, sohe spots
on the neck of thePacific @ll
at Manyana Beachuggest it is§
not quite four years old.

83,
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Birds on the Bherwerre Wetland
- text and photos byChris GroundsConservation Correspondent

The Bherwerre Wetland boardwalks are providing a very popular, well used community facility in what is
now an important conservation zone within the St Georges Basin area at Sanctuary Gtwenbf the
cherished values of the area and facility is the birdlife and it is an easy area for a comfortaigle: chedf
WOANRoIFE 1 Q®

The project on Council land
began in 2014 and opened in
2024, qguided by continuing
local community involvement,
particularly  Basin  Villages
Forum, which has included the
land being reclassified as
a/ 2YYdzyaAue [FYR
abl 0dzN € I NBI ¢ ¢
have implications for
management.

During that time regeneration
of plants and vegetation has
been quite noticeable under a
conservatiorrestrained  use
regime.

As we birders knowit is the

@ NI N5 FyR &aLISOALf
B encounersé with birds that

can be so satisfying and
important but some of the
most recent first sightings
have verified the value of the
wetland and regular checks.

One of the most recent walks
with visitors along the creek
boardwalk revealed a perching
Peregrine Falcon, most
certainly a first for the wetland
and an exciting observation,
especially for the visitors.

Just days beforethe Glossy

= = Black Cockatoos only
A 0 125 250 500 previously seen on one
. : occasion, returned to feast on
mmmm Asset Protection/Fuel Reduced « : Lot 1151 DP 1159783 the AIIocasuarina Iittoralis
77 Lot 1151 DP 1159783 ‘ Larmer Avenue ;ruitst ir]l t;[]he She?lilk ";}t?{]‘?‘l
Cadastre orest of the creekthou is
LSS SANCTUARY POINT kihoug

also was a first for the new

Date: 22/11/2013 . .
4 Birdlife catalogue.

The exquisite Spotted Pardalotes are well known in the wetland but an observation of a nest in the muc
bank of the creek was also a first.

Images of the birds seen in these thregecial observationdescribed above; the Glossy Blackockatoo
eating the Allocasuarina fruit, th8potted Pardalotat its nest, and the Peregrine Falcog can be seeron
the next page.
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The wetland is actually a major part of the cuspate
delta of Tomerong Creek(incorrectly named
Cockrow Creékand the associated drainage basin
which extends into the hinterland of the Basin
Tomerong district in the areaof Yerriyong State
Forest, Parma Creek Nature Reserve and
Jerrawangala National ParKhis is a major bio
diversity corridor which also involves private tenure
lands. The Bherwerre Wetland is the culmination of
the catchment and corridor. It almost goes without_
alkeAy3a 0KS gSuftlyR Aa Of
902t 23A0FKt [/ 2YYdzyAlueed
The wetland also involves some of the most valuable
and extensive aquatic vegetation in the Basin and
Shoalhaven, which favours Black Swans.

The boardwalk area is the north section of the
wetland area and deltawalking the south side is
Ll2aaAotsS odzu F o021 NRgl
at this stage. That side is quite different with a
mixture of Swamp Sclerophyll Forest, saltmarsh,
mangrove and seagrass meadows, which adds to
potential bird habitat, especially as it is more readily
subject to inundation.

One of the very first actions at the wetland was to
survey and catalogue the birdlife over a number of
years and seasons and this revealed a diverse range
of most groups of birds associated with both
shoreline, estuary and bush.
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| 26 SOSNE 6KI G ¢ ay ié cailégyeSo thel Birdlifél @atabidggcOdiidiing efforts
commenced in 2023 have rectified thatwith the vast majority of previously listed species being identified.
That provides a verified baseline for information and conservation purposes.

To date this has restablished a count of 80 bird specidfsobservations on the nearby associated area of
Erowal Bay, rated with the highest waterway zoning of &vé& included, the species count climbs to 88.
Fortunately, with the Birdlife database, the count and bird list is always open ended.

To this point in time
threatened species include
the White-bellied Sea Eagle,
Eastern Osprey, an icon bird
of the wetlands but missing in
recent months and the
Glossy Black Cockatoo.

The sma#r bush birdsshown
on this page made
appearances awell with the
eye-catching but surprisingly
difficult to observe Sarlet
Honeyeater always in song
(the male is shown below)
and the Crested Shriki
(shown at left) appearing for
a short jaunt.

And somelate news! Shoalhaven Council have deemed our proposed Osprey Nesting Platfotine
wetland 'suitable’ under their new Communited Projectsscheme A Review of Environmental Factonsll
have to be carried out, and onlyme will tell if the project meets/ 2 dzy enviforfrgental and other

requirementsto getfinal approval.
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A Beginner's Trip to Werribee

- by Jacky Fogerty (BLS Secretary)

When you are next in Melbourne, do consider¢
a trip to Werribee for birdwatching at th

marvelousWestern Treatment Plant, listed as a
wetland of international importance under the ,
RAMSAR Convention and one of Australia's top
birding sites, conveniently located directly o
the M1 within 40 minutes of the Melbourne il
CBD and close to Werribee Open Range Zoo, <%
Werribee Park historic mansion and gardens, ©
other birding sites and good cafes and
accommodation. Geelong praeobcEde

Altona

Mordialloc Ck

Treatment Port
Plant Phillip Patterson Riv

Geelong Bay
Arm

Kananook Ck
Frankston

Melbourne Water runs théreatmentplant and
supports the use of the site by birdwatchers,
for example see their web page here:
www.melbournewater.com.au/learn
about/outdoor-activities/birdwatching

Bass Strait

The site is locked but keys can be booked online and collected from the Werribee Information Centre, nex
to the ticket office at Werribee Open Range Zoo. Alternatively, you can visit with a local who has a key or @

a birdwatching tour. Birdwatching tour operators must be licensed to offer tours at the Treatient,and
we went with the current licensed operator, Simon Starr of Firetail Birdwatching Tehatoshere areby
permission of Simon Starr, Firetail Birdwatching Tolingir websitds www.birdingvictoria.com.au

‘ Simonpicked us up from our local accommodation, Imet

4 - usually picks people up in Melbourne for a day tifpyou
! W P § . cannot manage the logistics of a trip to the Treatment
V' (b Plant, the whole area is great foirdwatching,and many

. = Thetreatment plant site is vast about the size of Phillip
' eth Vo Island, according to Melbourne Water's websitand over
] i 300 bird species have been recorded there. Only part of

,*4 IR 17 &%,« ponds, swamps and grasslands

Wi N _ The site supportsa great diversity of birdsand other

1."7'"%'

-

J
.' ] '2

WAL A TR *" 85 SE f; noticeable smell while we were there.
As a novice birdwatcher, | booked a thrgearter day (BYO lunch ) & : . 3 . i
tour, but | would suggest a guide even for experienceshs A\\ 3 Sm‘fi‘ted Fleldwre‘n
birdwatchers as the site is so big and it would be very difficult 7.

find the birds you are after without a guide to show you whe
they are likely to be.

It is also a bit of a maze without much signage to help you
different locations. There are no facilities except one toilet block

We had a wonderful day. Even my companion, who is definite!
not a birdwatcher- not even a novice oneadmitted to having ag
really enjoyable time. ‘

BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazigdanuary2026- Pagel?2

T % ~ species can also be seen at nearby reserves such as Point
" | Cook Coastal Park, Cheetham Wetlands and K Road Cliffs.

the site is used for sewage treatment, mostly in black
plastic covered ponds, while the remainder consists of

wildlife, with the water levels in each pond managed by
Melbourne Water to ensure a variety of habitats are
available at different times of year. There was no


https://www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-about/outdoor-activities/birdwatching
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/learn-about/outdoor-activities/birdwatching
https://www.birdingvictoria.com.au/

As we were there in late November, the migratory
species had arrived from Siberia, Alaska, Japaraatt |
were feeding keenly and paying no attention to us
Simon set up his scope to help us identify them, whic ‘r
is more difficult in their nofbreeding plumage: sadly
several species only sport beautiful shades of coral 1
and rose blush while breeding in remote swamps a y ‘o
shores in the far northern hemisphere. ,J

Because the site is locked and only birdwatchers ar N ut
Melbourne Water employees are allowed in, most
the birds are not frightened of being shot and will st
qwte close to peopleApparently,some local spemes
arrive enmasse the day after duck shooting seas n
starts in Victoria.

Several local species were nesting so there were
chicks to watch and there were flocks of shorebir@ls
along the beach, as well as hundreds of swans in e\, P o N
bay, smaller bush birds such as bushlarks and cisticolas
in the trees along the roads, and of course raptay;
taking advantage of the birdlife bounty.

A highlight for us wasthe brolgas, and we also saw a
Freckled Duck, aQake, some Avocets, some
amusing Native Hens, several other rare birds and a
large Tiger Snake. Simon was a patient and
companionable guide for novices likes but was
obviously also very used to hunting down rare
species for experienced birdwatchers, including
many visiting from overseas.

Blacktailed Native Hen

Those wanting to see species that are winter
migrants from Tasmania would need to visit then,
but chances of seeing thendangered Orange
bellied Parrot are low.

On the positive side, the nearby Werribee Open
Range Zoo is part of a breedipgpgramfor Orange
bellied Parrots andhas a large open flight aviary
where you can watch them close by while
supporting conservation efforts through your
admission ticket.

We recorded 98 species on our visit, and many m(
on the trip there and back to our accommodation Yellow-billed Spoonbill
Werribee Park, including a pair of Little Eagles circl
and several raptors perched by the river cliffs next
the road. The grounds at Werribee Park are open
the public and are excellent for spotting raptors a
corvids, as they are between the Werribee River a
market gardens.

At a nearby farm shop, we watched a photographer=====
photographing raptors with heldongrange camera s
from the comfort of her outside cafe talle —

Here isthe bird list from inside Werribee Tréaent
Plant on the dayebird.org/checklist/S285897970
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Those pesky Bar-shouldered Doves
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Barshouldered Dove
sightings in the Shoalhave

birdata Inputting a sighting for Ulladull;

‘ Bar-|

ar-shouldered Dove Geopelia humeralis
Species within current estimated core range

Bar-tailed GOGWIC LITTTOSa Iapponica

Species within current estimated core range

Bar-breasted Honeyeater Ramsayornis fasciatus
Species out of current estimated range

= g2dz R |

can now get into Birdata

- by Brett Davis

Many of you who have been entering bird
sightings from the Shoalhavergioninto Birdata

over the past ten years might have noticéuat

your Barshouldered Dove entries always met with
'y a2dzi 2F NOKSSeANBAAE&
supposed to be here. Unfortunately, nobody told
the birds!

A few monthsago, Chris Brandis from th#lilton-
Ulladulla Birdwatchergthe MUD Birderys sent an
enquiry to BirdLife Australia where he questioned
. A NR I U faceeéptangé 20f sightings of Bar
shouldered Doves He wondered whether the
sightings were getting into Birdata because
unless the database was being updated, the birds
toléea 0S akKzgy |
BirdLife Australia replied that they wena the
process of updating Birdatatange layergin-built
species distribution maps) for all Australibmds.
They said thattie new range layer fothe Bar
shouldered Dove will recognisthat the species
has become more common along the southern
NSW coast, so it won't flag the species as vagrant
or out of range there (i.d@nputting issues will stop
once that new range layer is in place).

a

They apologized for thdelay inimplementing the
range layer updatesand explained thattheir
analysts must match the layers to the néwiList
taxonomy which has only recently been finalised.
They could noprovide a firm datdor the update

As mentioned irthe BLSAutumn 2025 magazine
FNUAOES SyuAut SR al! yR Ul
GCKS [AGGHES | SNRP2 of R8O |
magazine the Avilistwill be common to alfour

major databases for Aussie birdsBirdata, eBird,
iNaturalist and the Atlas of Living Australia.

BirdLife Australialid say that theyhave manually
accepted Bashouldered Dove recordg$or the

south coasthat were awaiting vetting, andthese
records will now be visible in the database.

The map of the Shoalhaven (above left) shows the
sightings have now been made visible in Birdata.

And now for the good news!

The update to the range layer for B&houldered
Doves on the south coast hasw been madeas
well, as can be seen in the image at left which was
taken whenentering a sighting for Ulladulla.

Our Barshouldered Doves can now get into
Birdatac thanks BirdLife Australia
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Which database should you use?
- by Brett Davis*

There are four main databases for Aussie birBgdata, eBird, iNaturalist and the Atlas of Living Austi@lia
but which one should you use?

Birdatais the Iongestunning digital database for bird sightings in Australia ang OR B|RD//v

considered the "gold standard" for conservatiotused data.lt is best for O G
structured surveys and contributing directly to Australian conservation resea
SALISOAL f f Zhectdza, )\ZQﬁEhute’\sealcb method which providesigh ;W-
quality data forits{ G I G S 2 F | dza (i Nuhi€hare ariajor dataNBuEce S i 158
for the Australian Government birdata

Birdata is the digital home for the Atlas of Australian Birds, which has evilRabaubutatk

through several major phase$he first AtlasX9771981)was amassive effort to map the distribution of
birds across the entire Australian continent. Over 3,000 volunteers (known as "atlassers") collected 2.
million records. These were originally submitted on paper forms and later digitized.

After a gap in national data collection, a second project was launfrioead 1998 ¢ 2002to track how bird
populations had changed over 20 years. Because volunteers wanted to keep submitting data after th
second atlagproject ended, BirdLife Australia (then Birds Australia) launched the Birdata website in August
2005. This allowed for continuous, yeaund data entry rather than waiting for muiyiear "projects."”

In October 2016, BirdLife Australieleased theBirdata mobile apgso birderscould record sightings in the
field using their phone's GPS, leading to a massive surge in dagaover 30 million records

eBird is managed by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology in collaboration with Igcai

partnerslike eBird Australia which & distinct regional portal within the global

eBird network eBird is the most popular platform for recreational birde lr
worldwide, and is lest for personal "life lists," finding "hotspots” to see speci |

birds, and recording incidental sightings.

It is also integrated withite Merlin Bird ID appvhich isvery usetfriendly for AUStralla
beginnersoverseas ands becoming more and more useful for Australian birders

eBird and BirdLife Australia have a dataring agreementand ifyou usethe specific "2ha 20min" survey
protocol in eBird, that data is periodically shared with Birdas® using either database is great!

eBird has been in existence for 24 yedrsvas launched in 2002 as a joint project between the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology and the National Audubon Socigtythe US Initially, the platform was restricted to sightings
within the Western Hemisphere, but it expanded to include the entire world in 2010.

Atlas of Living Australia (ALA$ the national biodiversity database. While most Atlas of Living
birders don't upload directly to the ALA via its website, it acts as a "central AUStralla
warehouse"which harvests records from Birdata, eBird, and iNaturalisis used
by academic researcheasd the governmentor broad environmental planning. sharing biodruersity knowledge

The Atlas of Living Australia (ALA) was formally established in 2006, though it did not launch its public onlir
portal until October 2010As of 2026, the project has been in operation for 20 years (from its founding) and
has been providing public data for over 15 years.

iNaturalist Australiais not bird-specific- despiteits logo- but it is

; . 9" \ .
widely used for recording all types of flora and fawsightings y |Na.tu raIIStAU

It is excellent fordentifying unknown birds through community
crowdsourcing and Abnd every observation requires a photo or sound recording to be "Research Grade,"
making it highly verifiable.

iNaturalist grew from 20083 NJ RdzF 6 S &aO0OK22f LINRP 2SO0 Aigka dtized $ciBnces 2 N
platform. It expanded from a website intoneappin 2011 making it easier to record sightings in the field.

LOR NBO2YYSYR dzaAy 3 -orh&dBirddha 20mid Blirvéy pidtied- aadhiNkEGialistyfor &
everything else.
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Is a Telstra Tower a House but Not a Home for Shoalhaven Ospreys?
- by Brett Davis*

In northern New South Wales the sight of a massive bundle of sticks perched atop a telecommunicatior
tower isslowlybecoming a familiar part of the landscgpnd it is happening in the Shoalhaven as vk

locals in Sanctuary Poiat Ulladulla, seeing these "fish hawks" claim the high ground is a fasciggditimgse

at the interaction of wildlifeand technology.

>

Recently, a couple of nesting attempts in Sanctuary
Point have ended in quiet disappointment.

Despite a pair of Ospreys diligently tending to' a
beautifulnest, laying eggs, and incubating them far
beyond the usual 4@ay window, no chicks
emerged. To understand why this may have
happened, wenustlook at why they choose these
towers in the first place and why the very thing
that makes a tower a great "house" might make|it
a terrible "homé.

The Ultimate Real Estate: Why Towers?

Ospreys (Pandion cristatus) are the only Australian
birds of prey that regularly and enthusiastically use
man-made structures for nesting although a pair

of Peregrine Falcons on a famous higge ledge at
367 Collins Street, Melbourmaight disagreée

The Height Advantage

In the wild, Ospreys prefer "stag trees"dead,
towering giants that rise above the canopy. These.
provide a 36@degree view to spot predators likg _
Sea Eagles and offer a clear flight path for theirffg
massive wingspans. i

As oldgrowth trees disappear due tincessant |
development or storms, a 3Metre Telstra tower
becomes the most attractive alternative in thg
neighborhood.

Location, Location, Location
Ospreys eat fish, almost exclusively. They neeq
be within a few kilometes of productive hunting
grounds like St Georges Basilervis Bapr Lake #
Conjola. Telecommunication towers are ofte
locatednear coastal settlements, placing the birds
right in the "sweet spot” between a high vantage
point and a reliable pantry.
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When "Home" Becomes a Trap: Why Nesting Fails

It is heartbreaking for birdwatchers to see a pair stay on a nest for 50 or 60 deslf past the expected
hatching date- only for the birds toeventually abandon the site. If the eggs were laid and the parents were
dedicated, why did it fail?

The "Ecological Trap" Theory
Scientists often refer to these towers as "ecological traps.” To a bird, the tower looks like a perfect tree, bu
it maylack the natural qualities required for successful embryo development.

Unlike a thick, wooden tree branch which acts as an insulator, the steel of a communications tower is
thermal conductor. It gets incredibly hot in the Australian sun aagdy coldat night. This can create "hot
spots” under the nest that literally cook the eggs or "cold sinks" that chill the embryo duringrtbée when

a parent leaves to feed.

Telecommunication towers aren't just static poles; they are active machinery. Cooling fans, the hum o
electronics, and even the vibration of the structure in high winds can cause -streiss to the developing
embryos or disrupt the delicate "turning" of the eggs by the parents.

While still a subject of ongoing research, some studies suggest that theionmmng radiation
(radiofrequency) emitted by highower antennas can interfere with the development of bird embryos. If a
nest is built directly in front of a microwave link or a higdin antenna, the "invisible" environment might be
too harsh for life to take hold.

The Problem of "Inert" Eggs

Sometimes, the failurenay not bethe tower's fault Ospreys are longved (up to 20+ years) anithey
usually mate for life. In the Shoalhaven, we may have "senile" ptieg produce norviable eggsor
younger, inexperienced birdshose nestsare structurally unsound too thin sothe eggs might rest too
close to the cold steedt night or hot steel during the day

In addition, Ospreys sometimes use
"delayed incubation” strategy, where theys
wait until the second or third egg is laigs
before sitting fulitime. In the harsh, exposedss
environment of a tower, an egg left "tsat"
for even a few hours can lose viability mug
faster thanthose of birds that nest intree
hollows.

What Can We Do?
The Shoalhaven community is already taki
steps. Organizations like BirdLife Shoalha
are increasingly looking at Artificial Nesti
Platforms (ANPskand council approval fo
their construction, © provide the height the
Ospreys crave without the electroni
interference or thermal extremes of éives
tower.

By installing dedicated poles with timber g
mesh baskets near existing “failed” towe
sites, we can "lure" the birds away from th
dangerous tech and onto a platform designe
for biological success.

The next time you see an Osprey sitting i@
above the highway on a lattice of steel
remember that they are doing their best tQ
FRFELIG G2 F @g2NIR 6S
- like a wellplaced platform- those long hoursH
of incubation mightesult inchicks.
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Ferals in the Garden

by Robert Irving
Emailfrom RIto BD¢ 27" October 2025
Attached are a couple of photographs of a parrot in our garden today which | have been unable to identify.

Indian Parakeet

Reply from BDo RI later that day
Google ellsme that your bird is blue Indian Parakeetindian parakeets are normally greethe blue ones

have had their colour changed due to selective breeding in captivity, in much the same way that cage
budgerigars have numerous coloured versions these days.

Unfortunately, some of these birds escape from their cages, and if it happens enough, a feral populatiol
could develop here there has been a green Indian parakeet spotted in the Vincentia for the last few years.
It looks like your bird has escaped from a cage too, which is probably confirmed by the band on its right le
If you are able to capture the bird you couldgsiblyfind its owner with whatever information is supplied on

the band.

Reply from RI to B next day

The parakeet came back andnanagedto take more photos. The little bird has character, hops around
galahs and whiteheads who all make way; he/she has the attitude of a rainbow lorikeet, pushy, peckin
order was not taught where it grew up. He's not shy of humans but even with slow approach thinks that 2rr
is close enough. Food would lure him into a cage, but | don't have one, any suggestions?
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Reply from BD to RI later that day
If you could work out

what the number on the

leg ring says using
binoculars or a camera

with a zoom lens you

could try to find its

owner and pass the
problem of catching the

bird over to them.

You might have to
capture the bird to get
the number though. A
cardboard box and stick
would work - there are

lots of examples on the
internet - but you might

not be able to find its
owner. Then you have to
figure out what to do

with the bird once

you've got i

Do you Kll it because it is
a feral and could
possiby start a feral
population? Do you buy
a cage and keep it when
they can live up to 30
years or longer in
captivity? Ordo youjust
give it away to someone
who wants one?

I'd probably just let it be.
Caged birds that escape
tend to be predated
pretty quickly, but there
are always exceptions.

If you hadtwo birds of

the same species and

they were male and
female - it would be

more of a concern, but if
it's only one bird it
shouldn't be too much of
a problem.

This is my advicenot the advice of BirdLife Australia or BirdLife Shoalhaven!
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