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Cover Image

This season's amazing cover image was created by Leanne Brook, Murramarang Yuin. The image was commission
"Healthy County for the Glossy Black Cockatqarbjectwhich is helping to secure the future for Glossy Black Cockatoos ir
Shoalhaven areaMembers of the Aboriginal Advisory Group for thmject spoke at the 2022 Bird Haven Festival organiseq
BirdLife Shoalhaven recently. A report on the festivaléiided in this magazine.

You can visit the project website Healthy Country for Glossy Black Cockatoos

Acknowledgment:BirdLifeShoalhaveracknowledjesthe Aboriginalpeople of the Shoalhaventheir care of country, birds and
habitat, and paysrespectgo all Elders.
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The Return of the Bird Haven Festival Her talk both informed and entertained. As well as

- by Rob Dunn President of BirdLife Shoalhaven covering the basics of bird ID, she gave several insights
into the bird world with a special focus on Superb y=air

In 2018, we got a cditom Perrie Croshaw and Cathy Law wrens, Powerful Ovd, Ganggang Cockatamand Superb

in Shoalhaven Heads. They wanted to get people in theif yepirs She certainly gave everyone great insights into
community thinking more about nature and birds, but 5 the weird andhe wonderful life of birds.

they admitted that they didht know much about them. N i —— :

e

This became clear when we discovered that they did not
know the difference between a Littl&Vattlebird and a

Red Wattlebird or how important the Heads are for [
migratory shorebirds. However, unlike BLS, they liked™
running big events and knew how to get sponsorship to
make it happen.

A few months later to coincide vith BirdLifés national
Bird Week and the arrival of the shorebirds, they ran the
first Bird Haven Festival in Shoalhaven Heads. It was
huge success, so much so that they organised an eve
bigger and better Festival in 2019. This brought hundred
of peogde together with different events, including art
fairs, talks, walks and concerts. It was a celebration o
birds and the perfect opportunity for people to learn more
aboutbird behaviour, habitat and conservation.

"Post-pandemi¢, they asked if we couldet the Festival
back on the birding calendar, and so last month BLS di
just that, organising three events in three different venues
across the Shoalhaven.

Birds for Beginners The Weird& Wonderful Life of Birds ~ Birds for Beginnersimprove your birdIDskills
The Festival was kicked off in Ulladudia 15th October A féw days laterd BLS members led bird walasound the

with an event aimed at "aspiring" birdwatchers of all ages, 9"°unds and bushland at the Jervis Bay Maritime Museum
coinciding with the start of the Aussie Bird Count. to improve the bird identification skills of local beginners.

About 80 came along, including birders of all levels and?8 Pird species were seen on the day, which shows how
several children. The day was opened by Majoranda g_ood the Mgseum is for birdwatching with its range of
Findley, who had already completed a couple of Aussidlifferent habitats in just a small area.

Bird Counts. 40 people came alonglearnedtips about how to spot
- birds, and were inspired to learn more. We had limde

numbers for the bird walks and hatb disappoint a

ners - : L numberof people.This showshat people want toidentify

¢ Mondoru N more birds and we hope to run similar events next year.

of Birds

The guest speaker was Dr Holly Parsons, Urban Bird
Program Manager, BirdLife Australia. Holly has workeds
with BirdLife Australia since 1999 on a range of ecologica
researty projects, including the"Birds in Backyards
program and the annudlAussie Bird Couht

Birdifig ifi the man
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Firstly we heard from Delia Lowdegrrinjaelder, about
how traditional owners have watched, learnt from and
looked after birds for 1000s of years. After Delia, Fiona
Phillips MP, Member for Gilmore, talked about the
Australian Governmelt priorities to onserve nature and
their recentwhich can be downloaded via the following

link - The Threatened Species Action Plan 20032 -
DCCEEW

Fiona Phillips, Emily Bradstock and Rob Dunn

The2022 BirdHaven Festival Conference

The last event of the week was the 2022 Bird Have
Festival Conference in Shoalhaven Heads o ZX:tober
with about 130 people coming to hear leading
ornithologists and researchers speak about their work and
the ecology of somef our bird species.

When we were setting the program for the Conference,
we wanted to get the right mix of different insights,
landscapes, species, areas of research and conservatic
projects. From the amount of positive feedback we
received, it is evidat that we succeeded.

We learned abouffarms in SE Australia, 23 countries from
Australia to Siberiincluding Wilsots Promontory andhe
Dandenongs in Victoria and beaches in New Zealang
finishing upback here in the Shoalhaven. We covered
woodland bids, migratory waders,Lyrebirds, beach
nesting birdsPristlebirds and3ossies.

We focussed on the importance of lofgym bird  professor David Lindenmayer
monitoring, crosshorder collaboration, maintenance of The Caference keynote speaker was Professor David

conservationtranslocation of species and AborigiHad  Bjology at the AN Fenner School of Environment and
conservation actions. We heard what has been done wellgqciety.

and not so well in the past and looked forward to what
could work best for the future of birds. David Lindenmayefs

4
birdlife

s
Is

Delia Lowe, Jerrinja elder

Lindenmayes A0
ARC Laureate Fellow [201!—20“}

""""”‘Wdlm“

Do Loy o

David is a worldeading expert in forest ecology and
resource management, conservation science, and
biodiversity conservation. He has published literally
hundreds of scientific articles and 48 books and is among
the world's most cited scientists. His work has been
recognised through a number of prestigious fellovpshi
and awards, both in Australia and overseas.
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Davids talk covered how healthy natural assets underpin Dr Alex Maisey

farm productivity and landscape resilience, and the role Dr Alex Maisey, Research Fellow with the Research Centre
played by farmers, Landcarers, natural resource agenciefor Future Landscapes and Department of Ecology,
and birds. He spoke about what is haping to the  Environment and Evolution at La Trobe University, gave an
populations of S.E. Australia's temperate woodland birdsoverview of the important role that lyrebirds plags
over time and how they respond to interventions, like ecosystem engineers in SE Australi@rests and covered
replanting and grazing control, and the impacts of the his research into the impacts of Austraidlack Summer
Noisy Miner. He showed how monitoring and researchfires on their conservation.

insights will be criticafor future efforts on farmlevel
biodiversity certification and stewardship. Much of his
work has informed the new biodiversity prediction tool,
Birdcast, which has been developed by the Sustainablg
Farms project at the ANU.

Go to Professor David Lindenmayésr more on David's
background and publications.

Go to www.sustainablefarms.org.ador more on this
project and the Birdcagbol covered in his presentation.

Go toamazon.com.au : David Lindenmayerfind Davids
books, including Natural Asset Farming which was
mentioned in his presentation.

A PDF version of Alexpresentation is available on the

A PDF version of Dalgdpresentation is available on the i '
BLS website hereThe Southern Superb Lyrebird

BLS website hereConserving WoodlanBirds

Dr Catherine Price

Alison RusselErench Dr Catherine Price ARC Discovery Early Career Research
Fellow with the University of Sydney's School of Life and
Envirmmental Sciences talked about her work in New
Zealand looking to reduce nest predation based on
"olfactory misinformation" (olfactory relates to the sense
of smell)

_ Qlfactory
:smformation:
using “fake news” to
protect Shorebijrgs

o e .
"'0Om invasjve Species

Alison RusselFrench

Alison Russelkrench OAM, Chair Australasian Waders
Studies Group and former President of Birds Australia
explained how the East Asighustralasian Flyway
Partnership brings together represmtives of national
governments, Conventions, NGOs and corporates, to

support the conservation of migratory waterbirds and A PDF version of Catherlaepresentation is available on
their habitats. the BLS website her Olfactory Misinformation

She covered how the Flyway Partnership works in practice=Mily Bradstock and Dr David Bain

through the collaboration of the 23 mostly developing EMily Bradstock, Honours student at the University of
countries with almost half the worlg population. Wollongong and Dr David Bain, Senior ThreateBpelcies
Officer, NSW Department of Planning and Environment

A PDF version of Alissnpresentation is available on the covered their work on the Eastern Bristlebird. Emily talked
BLS website here Collaboration in the East ASi ¢ about patterns of singing behaviour and variation in song
Australasian Flyway within the species
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(

The many translocations

David covered how translocations has helgkd Eastern
Bristlebird's conservation, including themost recent
movements from Jervis Bay to WilssriPromontory after
the impacts of the 20120 bushfires.

A PDF version of Dalgdpresentation is available on the
BLS website hereEastern Bristlebird Presentation

Healthy Country Plan for Glossy Bla€lockatoos

———-Jared'BTﬁ'vVn‘é'd Jason Groves

You can assist the project by logging sightings of glossies
in iNaturalist via the project web page &SW DPE
Healthy Country for Glossy Blaotickatoos

A PDF version of theresentation by theAboriginal
Advisory Group is available on the BLS website here
Healthy Country for Glossy Bla€kckatoos

The full Conference program with more details on the

The final talk of the day was by Members of the Aboriginalspeakersbackgrounds and talks is available herg022
Advisory Group for théHealthy Country Plan for Glossy Bird Haven Festival Program
Black-Cockatoo' project

Another successful Festival y
We have received a lot of 4 [/
positive feedback on all

three Festival events

recognising the quality of all BIRD HAVEN
the speakerspresentations FESTIVAL
and the efforts of BLS  sHOALHAVEN

Festival volunteers.

We also need to acknowledge BirdLife Southern NSW, the
NSW Soutieast Biodiversity and Conservation Division,
the Shoalhaven Heads Bowling and Recreation Gheb,
Ulladulla Civic Centre and the Jervis Blsaritime
Museum for their support of the Festival.

The three events attracted about 250 people, who came
from Sydney, Canberra, Victoria and just down the road.
One couple, who were originally coming to the
Conference from Port Stephens, saw the bird keahnd
decided to come four days early!

At the Conference there were people from 11 different
bird clubs and interest groups, university students,
members of nature conservation groups and staff from
Government agencies, and at the event in Ulladulla we
even had whole families come along!

The original aim of Perrie Croshaw and Cathy Laiven
they set up the Bird Haven Festival in 2018as to get
people thinking more about nature and birds.

The group explamed how thIS project is empowering |Oca|B|rdL|fe Shoalhaven is delighted that we were able to

Aboriginal custodians to reconnect with firmpacted

continue to build on their vision by playing our part in

landscapes and build on their existing cultural knowledge©rganising another successful Bird Haven Festival.

and values to help secure the species in 8tmalhaven.
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Declining Bird Species
- by Chris Grounds

¢ The Global Riure IUCN Red List Categories for birds

1 A Shoalhaven Profile
1 Devdopment Disasters

On September 28 The Guardian reported thatalf of
the world's bird species were in declinavith the
intensification of destruction of avian life.

b'd
sodiie  1€9

It's Time.

B Least Concemn

Near Threatened
Vulnerable

B Endangered

B Critically Endangered

State W Extinct in the Wild

of the i

Data Deficient
World'’s
Birds Since 1970, 2.9 billion individual birds (29% of the total)
202.; have been destroyed in North America. The picturjeiss
as bleakin other parts of the world Since1980, 600
for tne lodhersty rss million birds (19%) have been destroyed in Europe,

- . o Europeés farmland birdshave shown the most significant
BirdLife | | (BLI), th f . : :
IrdLife International (BLI), the parent organization o Ourdecllnes: 57% have disappeares a result of increased

own BirdLifeAustralia (BLA) and thus BirdLife Shoalhaven S : . .

(BLS), has released their 4 year Report showing that thénechanlzalt|on, use of chemicals and conveditand into
expansion and intensification of agriculture is putting

pressure on 73% of speciekogging, invasive species, In Australia, 43% of abundant seabird species have
exploitation of natural resources and cliteabreakdown  declined between 2000 and 2016.

are the other main threats. Shoalhaven Profile

Globally, 49% of bird spes are declining, one in eight is The ratio of Threatened Species to total species in the
threatened with extinction and at least 187 species are Shoalhaven is close to 1 in 6 with 400 species on the
confirmed or suspected to have gone extinct since 1500 historical and contempary record.

Most of these have been endemic speciesiny on There are 63 species on the Shoalhaven threatened

islands, although there is an increase in birds now gOin%pecies list andseven of these are listed as Critically
extinct on larger land masses, particularly in tropical Endangered

regions.
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This is not really apretty picture' at all and remains as a Australia is a patchwork quilt of farmsuburbs and
paradox of the promotion of the Shoalhaven for its natural fragmented forests. For many species, it has become
attractions, principally the coastline through tourism difficult to find food sources andates.

"promos’ such as "Unspoilt and "100 Beachés -
especially given the fact that of the 7 critically endangered
species5 are coastal birds.

This points clearly to the role that Shoalhaven Council
must play and contribute with conservation based actions
in the planning process. Put simply, National Parks, Nature
Our Shoalhaven avian profile is a good reference pointReserves and State Forests will not be enough to ensure
given thevariety of habitat, range of birds covered and habitat integrity and cordors. Indeed, many of these
the migratory connections for so many of these. properties remain isolated and unconnected see the

There have been two migear developments, which have map onthe next page.

shone a light on the situationthe Ganggang Cockatoo A crematorium proposal was lodged in January 2022 in St
was elevated in risfrom Vulnerable to Endangered on Georges Basin by Murplsy Funerals fora high value
the Federal listand the Eastern Glossy Black Cockatoo biodiversity corridor, significant vegetation and prime
our very own"GlossYy - was placed on the same list for catchment environment, whichinvolved a proposed
the first time as a Vulnerable species, both under the purchase of vexed Offset Credits worth closes6y0,000.
EPBC Act. Key threatened species has not been included dueato
poor survey. Aroponent consultant report listed 22 bird
species. BLS member sursdyave added substantially to
the bird species list of 54, including a number of
threatened species.

¢CKS WhIFWRS ®Wa T T a Sysiem hHadBden (i
discredited in a recent NSW Inquiry but it persists without
a commitment to change.

el /

Development Disasters

A factor of related concern in the Shoalhaven is the
impact of urban and petirban growth and development,
which has already been quite substantial.

\

A feature in Shoalhaven conservation over some years ha.
been the community pushback on developments that
destroythe natural environment and thus avian habitat.

- ¢
TN S

Increasingly it can be seen that the Shoalhaven Loca,\
Environment Plan 2014 is inadequate in its provisions for
protection or ability to ensure protection in many cases.

Recent research arising from a CSIREdRt prepared by
Josie Cawardine and Anthea Coggin noted that:

We found almost half (48%) of all of our threatened
speciesdistributions occur on private freehold land, even
though only 29% of Australia is owned in this wawr

recent researclshows this clearlyBut relying on resees o Ml ‘ e -
is simply not enough. New Commonwealth listing as Vulnerable for Eastern Glossy

Black Cockatoo.
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Land tenure
Freehold

Protected area [N

Leasehold

Forestry reserve [N

Defence |G

Other tenure [N
Unallocated land

Land tenure categories across Australia. Circle size
represents the percentage covered by each land tenure
The figures show the number of threatened species. 238

1,336

The crematorium proposalvas also on lands that were The land involved is a major sclerophyll forest habitat,
not to be cleared under the provision of the Local Landwhich fits perfectly to the description above of the CSIRO
Services Act as CategorySensitive Regulated Land. This Report. Italso represents a vital corridor linking coast and
land has a Rural Landscape 2 zoning in the Locascarpment national parks, each of which are KBAs, i.e.

Environment Plan and is a real hatiot "Glossies.

w

Chessell Road Crematar development lifts the threat
to the Squaretailed Kite

Jervis Bay and Jerrawangala. Destruction of such habitat is
absolutely not in the interest of appropriate conservation
and management. These are thsort of challenges
Shoalhaven Council must take on. It is on land for which
Council has planning and compliance responsibility.

Recently, clearing of sclerophyll coastal sand forest
continued in Woollamia at Edendale Street under the
permit of a zombie DAA mature BlackbuttHuc.pilularig

- the dominant tree species of the site containing a
Sulphurcrested Cockatoo nest with chicks was one of a
number felled with the fate of the chicks being unclear
although Wildlife Rescue were active at the site.

Whilst this bird is not a currently threatened species, the
loss of active hollowesting habitat is serious and will not
be replaced in our lifetimes, nest boxes or not.

This clearing occurred at a time when this tree species is
flowering and thus provide®raging to a range of fauna,
including the nationally Endangered Gang Gang Cockatoo.
So the damage extends to seriously threatened species in
an ecological chain. It is most unpleasant to know we are
contributing to that risk.
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This is a parallel situation to the Huskisson developmentThe repeated reaction from Shoalhaven Council has been
site issue at Murdoch Street, where clearing could only bedisrespectful disinterest.
delayed to the poshesting season. A Euture

And all this on the shores of Currambene Creek andThe BLI Report points to wdfires featuing more
Moona Moona and thus the jewel of Jervis Bay in a zoningorominently in this report than previous editiongjth a

of high biodiversity corridor value in a time when the new extended impact ormpreviously unaffected habitats
future of the coast is being planned by Council. The report notes the familiar Australian reprise that a
W3dzO0SaaAaz2y 2 ghts K8 labds Hndré&anE
years will lead to widespread species extinctions if they
continue, researchers wdrn

Another recent example dealt with by the Bas
community was a recommendation to Council for a
rezoning of a key habitat corridor containing special
sclerophyll forest based on Swamp Mahogeryud. There is a hope that the forthcoming Montreal
robustg), a winter flowering tree and thus key foraging conference that the findings will feed into the final
source. A stream, which is a backbone of ttwridor statement."The key action needed now ggvernments is
drains to Worrowing Creek (Heritage Estate) athe to make sure a really ambitious and bold global
Erowal Bay waterway, both of which are Waterway 1 biodiversity framework is adopted. We got to bend this
zonings where the planning responsibility is "forotect  curve, so by 2030 we on a mission of being nature
ecological valué'sand "prevent development that would positive; he said.

have an adverse effect The BLI Reportecommendsan increase irthe number

The prewailing Zoning is Rural Landscapet® encourage and qualiy of protected areas, conserving remaining
primary industry- yet it exists within the village boundary habitats and restoring those that have been degraded.
on residential size lotslVe need tochange the zoning to Preventing the illegal killing of birds, managing invasive
Conservation 2 to ensure protection that is not happening species, reducing fisheriesby-catch and preventing
now under current zoning. overexploitation of natural resources will aklp.

Urban tree cover is already declining in Erowal Bay onwWhat willa strategic action plan for Shoalhaven birds look
blocks with garden holiday sheds and old caravans with ndike if we think globally and act locally?
effluent or sewerage provisions.
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Presidential Musings Punching above our weight with the Aussie Bird Count

- by Rob DunpPresident of BirdLife Shoalhaven ©Once again the Shoalhaven submitted a highember of

_ Aussie Bird Counts per capita of our population. Many
Launching the BLS Student Research Grant thanks to everyone who got involved, which included
Mayor Amanda Findleyand Sigrid Nelsorr aged three-
from Bomaderryand about 500 others! BirdLife Australia
will be crunching the numbers to find out which is the
most common bird in Australia.

BLS is delighted to announce its new Student Researg
Grant program with funding raised from &¢h2022 Bird
Haven Festivand the support of BirdLife Southern NSW

We will provide a grant of up to $4,000 fund research
by a student currently enrolled in a higher degree course
at a NSW or ACT university. The grant must be used t
supporta researchprojectin 2023 that will improve bird
conservation and/or a better understanding of birds in the
Shoalhaen. While it is not a requirement, projects Happy Holidays to Everyone!

focused on threatened species with field work carried  Hopefully you will be thinking of buying some BLS
out within the Shoalhavewill be highly regarded. merchandise for presents ahead of theliday seasorgo

t to our Redbubble Merchandise page by clicking the
following link - Black Cockatoo Birdlife Shoalhaven by
Yolandel

The grant must be used to directly support the projec
and/or its dissemination- for example on-ground bird
conservation work, education programs or materials,
project equipment and materials, or travel to relevant Although perhaps for that special friendyou may be
conferences. looking © get them d'pigeon clutch ba...

The siccessful applicantwill be required to give a
presentation on their project at a BL&/ent or other
conference, ad submit an article to a future BLS
Magazine

The deadline for applications is 31 March 2023 and the
form and guidelines can be downloaded frattne BLS
website atour BLS Student Grant page

Areyou interested in joining the BLS committee?

Do you want to contribute even more to bird conservation
and contribute your ideas to shape BirdLife Shoalhaven's
future direction? If youdo, please consider joining the
BirdLife Shoalhaven Committee ahead air ”AAGM in
February 2023.

To discuss what this would involve, and how you think yoy
might be able to help, please give me (Rob Dunn) a call o
0438 250 600.
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G [WANDERSON

WOMENS MENS ABOUT

PIGEON CLUTCH BAG
$890

Colour:o

One Size

PRE-ORDER I\
9 e

Check Availability in Store

Estimated shipping date
February 28, 2023

Description —

« Cluteh bag

« 3D printed piegon

+ Side opening

+ Internal printed branding

+ Wear in hand as a clutch bag

Details +

Shipping & Returns +

i
LY

Pigeons have been waiting a while for their fashionThe pigeon may be a bafut it isrt a bag withmuch
moment. But thisyear, the undisputed bag of the season practical purpose. Hollow inside, it has space to carry
is a resin replica of a pigeon made by the Irish designer J\Werhaps a credit card and some lip balm.

Andersonyours foronly $890 Instead, this is a prop, a stunt, a meme come to Mg.ts

Thats if you canfind one, especially aftelSarah Jessica marketing says this is €ss a bag and moréa main
Parker was spottedarrying her own pigeon. character accessofyX whatever that is!
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