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- by Rob Dunn President of BirdLife Shoalhaven

Birds, Bird Weeland Beer
This year BLS celebrated Birg
Week and promoted the Aussie
Bird Count with three events
two of which involved beer, as
well as other alcoholic and nen
alcoholic beverages.

¢tKS TFTANRUG o1t &
Winery at Ulladulla, organised by
Milton-Ulladulla  Birdwatchers,
the day before they headed off to
Griffiths for a Bird Week trip.

On a very windy day 20 people
showed up to enjoy what the
winery had on offer, which also

included 20 birds. Km(,] |3HER J

Not to be outdone, four days e
later a similar number gathred ‘
at the Jervis Bay Brewing
Company in Huskisson.

Unfortunately, no bird list was
produced, which | will let you x , ‘ _
interpret as you wish. The - ~ AN SPREVABLE ;
brewery also offered a discount A g tormr O R
of $1 per orderon the night to A% *j
those that gave the code word of \ S
W52f f | tNDObArNRQ | :

Many thanks to the winery and
brewery for their support and

r = . =~
NEZ 32YS 6AGK 0S@OSNI 38as yR GKSANI 6AN
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So that nobody thinks BLS does not take Bird Wesglously, we also held a bird walk specifically

for beginners in the Jervis Bay National Park near Vincentia. 25 people showed up and it was great
to help people make the best out of their binoculars, find their way around a bird guide and get
some help @ding an Aussie Bird Cougsee report on page 19

Once again, the annual Aussie Bird Count has helped build the skills of our birders of the future
and, sharing a few beverages with birding friends, has certainly added to the fun of Bird Week in
the Sho¢haven!

Expanding our partnership with Shoalhaven Landcare

Over the last few years BLS has developed a close relationship with the Shoalhaven Landcare
Association (SLA), particularly as part of their bushfire recovery projects. Lamtdiaess critical
conservation and land management outcomes on private land through weed and feral species
control and plantings.

Their fox control project is just one exampidearn more from their videmn their website at
www.shoalhavenlandcare.org.au/faontrolprogram.html

[ {Qa AdzLIL2 NI 2F { K2t KIFE @Sy [IFYyROIFINBE LINR2SO0a
walks and doing bird wsveys atlLandcaresites. These has been enthusiastically received by
landholders and has also introduced our members to property owners, some of whom have

L FYiSR mnnnQa 2F GNBSa 2N FGdFO1SR I ONBa 27F A\

This work often goeannoticed by the wider community, but it is making a real difference to bird
conservation.

[ {Qa tFaSad adzZdR2 NI 2F { [ !-y@at prdjebtBuBdSdby the NS | a |
Environmental Trust, which focusses on areas around the Budd@edeau, Kangaroo Valley and
Budgong. This will include eground works to restore and extend native vegetation, expand pest

control and involve and educate local landowners and volunteers.

The longterm aim of the project is to assist in the surviwdlendangered species in the area,
which includes three bird speciethe Gossyblack andGanggangCockatoos and Powerful Owils.
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wSOSyiate .[{Qa L2t YRS /21 A2y Kl a ,37\63)/ GFft1a
events in Kangaroo Valley anddzZR32y 3o ! i GKS tFrad aGart1sz .[{Qa
she has found from her bird surveys since the bushfires on the property rblaBa& Adam

Acworth, where the talk was being held. SLA will be inviting BLS members to this series of talks
next year.

Kim Touzefleft) and her pictures of the birds she recorded at the back
Both Landcare and Bushcare make a real difference for the protection of birds and other fauna

and flora. If you want to increase your involvement in bird and natwsaservation,consider
volunteering- go to Shoalhaven Landcaend / orShoalhaven City Council Bushcare
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Changes in the BLS Committee
- by Rob Dunn

Unfortunately, Brett Davis hastepped downfrom the BLS Committee. Brett, along with Barry

Virtue and Karen Davis, established BLS back in 2014 as a branch of BirdLife Australia and he has
made a major contribution to the BLS Committee since then. Through his positions of
Communications Officeand{ SONBK Ul N~ KS Kl a KSfLISR LINRY2US . |
especially through his development of the BLS website and editing the quarterly BLS Magazine. He

will be missed at our meetings.

Though no longer on the Committee, in the

coming monthspBrett will continue to maintain
our website, produce our flagship Magazine and - ] )
O2yGNROdzlS G2 Cl OSo6221® LQY KOSR O0KIFO . NbB

will still be supporting BLS in this way, as these
channels of communications are vital for all

facets of BLSresearch, consemation, education

and recreation.

Another change on the BLSommitteeis the ll l e
role of Conservation Officer after the

resignation of Emily Dyball a few months ago,

who hasnow taken up a position in the office of S h Oa I h aven
Penny Sharpe, MLC, the NSW Minister of the
Environment.

¢2 NBLX I OS 9YAfte 2y GKS . [{ /2YYAGGSST LQR f A
CallisterCarter. As well as having birding as a hobby for decades, Deb has a long professional
background in the conservation and environment spaldas includes over a decade as a senior
executive in the federal environment department prior to her retirement. She has experience in

many areas that should be helpful to BLS, including wetlands, threatened species listing and

I dza 0 NI f A I Q& mghtaliegiglationthe EPBOACNE Y

With these changes the current BLS Committee is

President¢ Rob Dunn
Secretaryg Phil Hendry
Treasurer¢ Karen Davis
Conservation Officer Deb CallisteCarter
Media ¢ Yolande Cozijn
Bird Walk Coordinato Sue Michell
General Committee; Oisin Sweeney
| am always keen to talk to anyone who would like to join the Committee, especially now with

NJB &ab$eRce But you do not need to be on the Committee to support our work. Leading bird
walks, writing for themagazine and posting on Facebook are just some of the ways you céan help

So, if you want to get more involved in BLS, email m@resident@birdlifeshoalhaven.orgnd
we can have a chat.
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It is more than a Numbers Game
- by Chris Grounds, Conservation Correspondent

1 We are not alone with our Shoalhaven bird species profile.
1 We are clearly on a parallel path with the nation for threatened species.
1 There is a&hallenge to our bird interests with development in the Shoalhaven

The2020Action Plan for Australian Birdswas produced byBirdLife Australia[BLAJand Charles

Darwin Universitylt drew on the expertise of hundreds of researchers who have studied and
OFGlrf23dzSR 020K GKS KNS Ga&tiond heddey 8 recodes thasd f A I Q:
teetering on the edge of extinctionThe oncen-a-decade study found that 216 out of 1,299

species are in danger, an increase from 195 in 2011.

¢KS 1 O0GAz2y tfly SEFYAySa GKS &l iédsSare2afing, 'whal G NI £ A
actions can be taken to halt and reverse declinesd where there have been conservation
successes.

According to the studyOne in six Australian birds are now threatehed

¢tKS &aiddzRe ftAyla GKAa G2 ( mspeciedclosértaiestincBoi.S NEH Sy O8 ¢
In August this year James Matt, a BLA conservation campaigner, was advocating for changes in

federal environmental laws and BLA member contact with our local pollies but was given to
comment in this advocacy that:

1 in6 Australian birds faces an uncertain futuas,our current laws arkeroken!

Sean Dooley, also of BLA, said it was estimated there were 6 million fewer individuals across those
MT alLlSOASa GKIFIY GKSNB 6SNB Ay HnlmatedqagﬁgRWImauKl A
really stands out from the action plan is how quickly climate change is impacting ouk birds

Threatened speciesLittle Lorikeet at the Chessel Road site
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In New SouthWales eight birdspecies were found to have become more threatened as a result of
the 201920 bushfires, including the soutasternG@ossyBlackcockatoo, one of the icaa birds
of the Shoalhaven.

[ - y R
altS FyR CSYIfS WwWDt2aaASaQ KI @S o6SSy | 02YY2
Clearly, there is some alarm and concern about the increase in threAtstralian birds in the

national context and in relation to climate change and federal law reform.

The Shoalhaven Situation

There is however an irony in the threat status for our Shoalhaven interest, giventlipat
Shoalhaven position is also thahe insix species are threatened with 61 species on our BLS threat
list.

This is a situation | have put forward with BLS for a number of yearsTiwse is a little flexibility )
AY UKS 020lFf ydzYOSNI 2F O0ANR ALISOA IXSAWILKRS @Kzl

Our Shoalhaven birds reflect a threat status that is parallel to the broader national poditien.
Shoalhaven of course cannot be and is not immune from climate change nor from habitat damage
and destruction. Nor is it immune from the jpact of development.

The Development Filter

Neither are natural environment assessments, including birds, excluded from evaluation and
critical thinking in the various Development Applications that traverse Shoalhaven Council
planning.

A reference to thedrther, second DA for a crematorium at Chessel Road in St Georges Basin, for
which BLS has opposed any Council Consent, shines some light on the issue.

Surveys of the natural area bushland at and around the crematorium site established with
professional vefication this year that the presence of the Eastern Bristlebird, which is listed as
Endangered on both the NSW and national threatened species list, exists around thEhaites
unknown to the proponents of the new DA and does not figure in dlcual support of the
application.lt is now public knowledge with the provision of submissions to Council, all of which
KIS aho2SOUSRE U2 UKS 5! o
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Eastern Bristlebird habitat Chessel Road

It is important as itsuggeststhat EasternBristlebird numbers have grown but also expanded

spatially and impose on decisions about the site and the RBfember that his species is the _
GUNRAIISNI aLISOASae F2NJ 0KS WSNIWAa .Alpsgpulavon bfz ¢ KA C
the species ighriving in the Booderee National Park atieé Jervis Bay National Park corridor and

this has been a source of a translocation project of a number of local birds to support a much less
healthy population at Wilson Promontory in Victoria.
¥ /

' * " 5 : ) |\, i A /8 ; 3
Eastern Bristlebird Endangeredn both NSW AND Commonwealth lists
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The original and the further crematorium proposal are a real test case as the lands are privately
owned, subject to Shoalhaven Local Environment Plan [SLEP] provisions and zoned for Rural

) ; py ey s \ £ ’ "4 = RN N J N T A
ol . \ - 7 :z" < o /:“T\;;"ff | ‘ ."»‘k / /‘/ 4 /’1 ,/:/ ;\;\v A Ay \ ".“ :
j ‘ f P YaaRE , N
\

4

Biodiverse and significant natural area bushland

These same lands are categorised with SLEP Overlays for Biodiversity Corridor, Significant
Vegetation, Sensitive Regulated Land and Riparian Corridor.

Not only is the area of high value for the biodiversity of birds but specifically for the threatened
species that have now been documented by independent BLS members for that area.

This is not land in national parks or reserves @ndminds us that high value environmental land
exists outside national parks forest protectidBachcategory- National Parks and Reserves and
private land holdingsare vital to the ecological integrity of the other.
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My Bird Photography by Robert Irvi
- by Robert Irving

Looking at the Birdlife Shoalhaven websiee were impressed by the quality of the magazine,
both photographs and articles, and decided to contribute some of our bird photographs.

My photography started seriously in the eafl980s with the purchase of a Canon SLR and-a 70
210 lens, specifically for wildlife ptography whilst walking in the Snowy and Dividing Range.
Carrying thagearin addition to a 20kg pack and water convinced me that long lenses were for the
dedicated photographer.

After moving to the Jervis Bay area, the need ltarger reach for whale photography caused a

trial with a bridge camera a few years ago, finally settling on a Nikon P950 as a camera more likely
to be carried due to its portability. The variety of backyard birds in the area increased interest in
bird phaography and the chance of sea eagles and kites in Booderee, where we walk several
times a week, is a challenge.

¢ o ‘/ FAE L;y"’
¥ Adstralian Wge‘d_gulslk‘.

> 4

TheManedGoase (Australian Wood Duck) photabove)is part of a series. The large gum tree in

a neighbour'syard has attracted inspection faeveral years by a pair of geese each early spring
We notice them because of their chatter as they explore the hole. Other residents in the tree,
particularlyRainbow Lorikeets are also interested in the potential new neighboarsd challenges
200dzNJ TNRY (KS&a$S FTSAade GNBS RgeStfSNEO® ¢KS dzL)a
Laikeets or problems with the accommodatiess S R2y Qi Yy 26 @

Living in St Georges Basin, we walk in Booderee several times a week, tideeatiterw
permitting, usuallycarryinga camera and always carrying binoculars. Around two years ago we
followed a pair of Whistling Kites who nested between Scottish Rocks andrHble Wall They
defended their stretch of beach againstuisingSea Eagleslriving them several hundred metres
offshore- see next page.
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TheSouthernBoobook Ow(below)was photographed sheltering in a palm tree in our garden, the
Channelbilled Cuckodnext pagewas photographed in a neighbourisulberry tree.

SouthernBoobook
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We were also luckio find a pair of Pied Oystercatchers with a juvenile near the creek next to the
Holein the Wall track, photographinte juvenileas it was escortetb the water.
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A Trip to Western Australia
- by Ann Millard

A comment in the last great magazine said, "One of the inevitable consequences of travelling alll
over Australia looking for birds is that the more species you see, the less species there are left to
see."

| can relate to that and have decided to fill a fgaps in my Australian bird list. Some people have
told me that every new bird could cost more than $1000. I'm not going to calculate the cost but
look to go to interesting places where | may have been before, but this time with specific birds in
mind.

Firgly, | had a few days in Perth and engaged a guide for the day to help find the recently split
Western Shrikdit. We found it by 9.30am and then had a relaxed day of birding in Wandoo Forest
not far from Perthseeing some of the endemics.

After that, | janed a trip with 6 others to go from Perth to Newman in the Pilbara with stops at
Geraldton, Monkey Mia, Mount Magnetnd SandstoneWe saw ahuge variety of habitats but
they werepredominantly very dry and varying from rocky, harsh landscapes to sanspamtex.

WesternFieldwren

The first new bird for me was another new taxonomic split yielding the Western Fieldwren at
Kalbarri It was happy to sit out in the open for us despite freezing conditions and strong winds.
From therewe travelledto Hamelin Pool and Monkey Mia where the usually shy Western
Grasswren was almost running over our feet through ¢he park The added bonus atoth those
places was the Chiming Wedgeb#lso abundant in the right habitat!

So much of chasing new birds is recognising habitat and knowing their call but there is also luck
involved. The only Western Quail Thrush we saw during the 3000km trip fl@ssathe road in

front of us, and obligingly didn't go too far away. Another tick! We spent a lot more time looking
for it again on the rocky hills of Mt Magneto no avail
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Western Quadithrush

d our next targets were two subspecies of
the Rufous Grasswren. The Sandhill Grasswren (Amytornis oweni) being the first and, yes, it lives
in sandhills and spinifex. After stopping in about 8 différpfaces and walking around 14km
amongst the spinifex and over logs, | decided that | wasn't too worried about ever seeing the
sneaky little creature. Perhaps, it was too cold or too windy or we had negative thoughts after
being in difficult terrain all dg?? The result of the exercise was that | am resigned to NEVER
having it on my Aussie list. It doesn't really matter, does it?

Unlike the Sandhill Grasswren, the Pilbara Grasswren (Amytornis whitei) jumped onto logs and
shrubs in front of us at the lookouh Newman. Of course, if they were all as easy as that, we
wouldn't be bothered with the search!
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Birding is a great hobby whether you have a list or not. It is an opportunity to see special places in
Australia andneet some other bird nerds, most of whom are truly wonderful people.

Southern Scrukrobin

Whistling Kite
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Rails and Crakes in the Southern Shoalhaven
- by Phil Hendry, Chris Brandis, Mike Jefferis and Charles Dove

Rails and Crakes are small to medisized wetland birds according to theAustralianBird Guide
(ABG. They are typically very shy and run to cover if start@dnsequentlyalthough many are
widespread in Australia, they are not often sighted.

In mid-July, Mike Jefferis sighted
this bird (eft) just below the
cliffs near Florance Head to the
west of Milton. We concluded
that it must have been a Lewins
Rail despite the unexpected
location.

A quick look at theABG says

that in addition to their typical

habitat of reeds and saltmarsh,
they can also be found in
wetlands in rainforest,

woodlands and heathlands.

Chris Brandis reported that he
had seen one recently in a more
typical setting in the reeds and

_ _ saltmarsh at Burrill Lake. Charles

Lewin's Rail Dove had also sighted therim

the inlet of the small creek in
the Lions Parkat Burrill Lake
until the work began on the new
bridge in 2017- see photos
below. He has also recorded
sightings at Naawallee and the
Lake Conjola sand mine.

Back tothe preseln > G KS [ SgAYy
Rail has been raighted a few
times at the Rackham Cresnt
reed beds in Burrill Lake. At that
site, while searching for the
[ SoAyQa wlAtX ¢S KI ¢
seen the Butbanded Rai(BBR)
On one occasion, while photographing the BBRp@tl&ssCQake wandered into viewbpth birds
on next pagg. Prior to this, there have been only 3 records of this species in Birdata in the
Shoalhaven all around Nowra; Worrigee, Lake Wollumboola and Comerong Island.
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