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My resignation as BLS President and strengthening the Committee  
- by Rob Dunn, President of BirdLife Shoalhaven 

I have decided to resign as the BLS President effective from the next AGM in January. 

This has come about because of the increasing amount of time I need to give to my other volunteer 
commitments with the Jervis Bay Maritime Museum and the Vincentia Matters community group. 
We all know that a healthy life / volunteer balance is important, so after nine enjoyable years as BLS 
President, I have decided to stand down. 

This will make little difference in the day-to-day work of BirdLife Shoalhaven, thanks to our hard-
working committee.  

We are already drawing up a transition plan and have started the process to find a new President. At 
the same time, we want to strengthen the BLS Committee by filling two additional General 
Committee positions.  

Are you interested in taking on the Presidency or a General Committee position? 

¶ You do not need to be an expert birder! 

¶ All your nature conservation knowledge is useful! 

¶ All areas of your professional experience can help! 

You may have lived in the Shoalhaven for many years 
and know lots of people, or you may have just 
moved to the area. If you have only recently moved 
here, this is the perfect way to meet people. 

We all need time for work, volunteering, 
family, holidays, etc. So, it will be left to you to 
decide what you can take on and when. 

All these points are relevant in my own case. I 
can assure you most of the Committee are 
better birders than I will ever be! As they keep 
reminding me! So, if I can be BLS President 
maybe you can be too! 

If you are interested in becoming BLS President or filling a General Committee position or know 
someone who might me, please get in touch before our next AGM on 16 January in Ulladulla. You can 
find me on 0438 250 600 or email president@birdlifeshoalhaven.org. 

²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ  

mailto:president@birdlifeshoalhaven.org
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Trying to solve our Rainbow Lorikeet problem  
- by James Mason, teacher at St Georges Basin Public School 

St Georges Basin Public School would like to thank BirdLife Shoalhaven for its involvement and 
interest in our level 3 STEM project this year, which looked at our problem with Rainbow Lorikeets  

Large numbers of lorikeets at the school are a real pest with birds flying inside classrooms and 
becoming injured and stressed when trapped inside. The kids wanted to know what the cause might 
be and find possible ways to fix it. This four-month project recently came to an end with a showcase 
presentation by the kids in the school hall. 

Each group went on a different journey as part of their "solution" to our lorikeet problem, which was 
discovered through our investigations to be a three-pronged problem.  

Firstly - preventing Lorikeets from entering the classroom, secondly - cleaning up the playground, and 
thirdly - ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊƳ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƭƻǊƛƪŜŜǘǎΗ 9ŀŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ōŜƎŀƴ 
to link together to help create a collective solution to the problem. 

In an effort to keep lorikeets out of our classrooms some groups decided to embark on an awareness 
campaign where they created a podcast highlighting the schools and communities problem with 
lorikeets - https://www.wevideo.com/view/3598751242. 

¢ƘŜȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ ǿƘƻ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ 
them that he had disposed of at least 40 deceased lorikeets throughout the year and been called 
upon at least 14 times to remove lorikeets from classrooms. It was decided that the school needed a 
harm reduction campaign to help the lorikeets in our area eat their appropriate food and not the 
scraps in our playground. 

https://www.wevideo.com/view/3598751242
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Posters and brochures were also prepared to give a detailed overview of the problem and the 
possible solutions that have been developed by the project. 

Another group decided to design a prototype "Basketball dustbin" which could be used to 
encouraged students to be more careful about where they put their rubbish and scraps, in an 
attempt to clean up the playground and in turn encourage the birds to congregate in their native 
habitat. 

Another year five group successfully lobbied Bunnings Nowra to ask for compost bin donations. There 
is a school-ǿƛŘŜ άŎǊǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǇέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǎŎǊŀǇǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
better put to use by creating nutrient rich soil that could be used to create native gardens or plant 
more native trees that suit the diets of lorikeets. Four compost bins have since been donated and the 
wheels are in motion to begin our school compost program.  

A corresponding group designed a protype native garden, providing a long-term solution and a 
planned space for lorikeets to congregate away from classrooms. 

Other groups designed more preventative measures such as Powerful Owl protypes and the potential 
to keep these birds away by providing models of one of the LorikeetΩs main predators to be put up in 
proximity to classrooms. 

  
This has been a wonderful project for everyone involved. We have moved from 
researching the problem and developing possible solutions to now putting them 
into practice and assessing their effectiveness. 

Many thanks to BirdLife Shoalhaven for your support from all the children 
involved in the program and the STEM team at St Georges Basin Public School. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Have your say ɀ draft Coastal Management P rograms  
ς by Deb Callister-Carter  

The Shoalhaven City Council is developing Coastal Management Programs (CMPs) to manage the 
{ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘǳŀǊƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ Shoalhaven, these are being prepared as 
a series of smaller region-specific programs, to address the specific priorities and issues within each 
area. 

The CMPs are at various stages of development or implementation. Development of the CMPs is a 
multi-stage process and includes stakeholder consultation at various points. 

Two draft CMPs have just been released for public consultation: the Lower Shoalhaven River and Lake 
Conjola.  

The draft CMPs incorporate details 
from the technical studies and 
stakeholder feedback received from 
previous consultations in earlier 
stages of the CMP process.  

The draft CMPs list the 
management actions for 
implementation over the next 10 
years - including a schedule of when 
actions will be planned for 
implementation, their associated 
costs, how they will be funded, and 
who will be responsible for their 
implementation. 

So, if you want to see what is 
proposed, or want to have your say, 
jump on to the Shoalhaven City 
Council website to see the drafts 
and for more information on how 
to provide your comments:  

ω Lake Conjola: Lake Conjola - Coastal Management Program (CMP) can be found at this link - 
https://getinvolved.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/lake-conjola-cmp (comments close 25th November 
2024) 

ω Lower Shoalhaven River: Lower Shoalhaven River - Coastal Management Program can be found 
at https://getinvolved.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/lower-shoalhaven-river-cmp (comments close 2nd 
December 2024) 

If you see something in there that you 
want to comment on, we encourage 
you to make your own submission 
directly.  

Birdlife Shoalhaven will also be 
reviewing the draft plans to see how 
adequately they address important 
areas of interest to us, such as shorebird 
protection. 

If you spot something in the draft plans that you think is important, feel free to drop us an email to 
conservation@birdlifeshoalhaven.org as your views will help us with our review. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://getinvolved.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/lake-conjola-cmp
https://getinvolved.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/lower-shoalhaven-river-cmp
mailto:conservation@birdlifeshoalhaven.org
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Budjaan* of Booderee National Park  

- by Chris Grounds, Conservation Correspondent 

* Budjaan is the south coast Dharawal and Dhurga word for άōird(s)έ 

The author acknowledges the contributions of Booderee National Park and Botanic Gardens staff: 
George Brown (Manager), Allirra Moore (Environment and Interpretations Officer) and Julie Percival 
(Conservator Botanic Gardens). 

Introduction 
The Aboriginal-owned Booderee National Park and Botanic Gardens are a rich birding area. The 
Aboriginal community has a long association with the budjaan. It is also known to people such as 
BirdLife Shoalhaven members but less well known as such to visitors and the full cultural context is 
often unknown but that is changing with the Budjaan Project. This article deals with some new 
significant initiatives, which advance the cultural profile and promote a closer relationship with both 
Aboriginal culture and the birds of the area. 

Booderee National Park 
Booderee National Park [BNP], its land and waters, are in every sense a fabulous natural gem but it is 
also a cultural icon. .ƻƻŘŜǊŜŜ ƛǎ ŀ 5ƘǳǊƎŀ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ Ψōŀȅ ƻŦ ǇƭŜƴǘȅΩΦ The symbol and logo of the 
park is the White-bellied Sea-Eagle, a threatened species. 

The Bowen Island Sea Eagle - Munyunga Waraga - breeding pair. 

BNP or Booderee in the usual sense is in a special category of parks as Aboriginal owned and co-
managed with the Commonwealth government. Booderee is in rare company on the Australian 
mainland with Kakadu and Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Parks also being Aboriginal owned and co-
managed with the Commonwealth government, though those two are also World Heritage 
properties. 

.ƻƻŘŜǊŜŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƭŀƴŘΣ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ά¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ hǿƴŜǊǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ǊŜŎƪ .ŀȅ 
Aboriginal Community, represented in a Board of Management, which has an Aboriginal majority 
representing the traditional owners.  
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In 1995 Jervis Bay National Park and the Jervis Bay Botanic Gardens were conferred on the Wreck Bay 
Aboriginal Community Council, to be leased back to the Director of National Parks to be jointly 
managed as a national park and botanic gardens. The Booderee lands were handed back by then 
Labor Senator Robert Tickner in a 1995 ceremony at Greenpatch and the Park was later declared as 
Booderee National Park in 1997. The contemporary Jervis Bay National Park is now an adjoining but 
separate state-based property managed by the NPWS beyond the Booderee borders. 

The Booderee National Park shoreline on Bherwerre 

Booderee is surrounded by three major marine areas: Jervis Bay, Wreck Bay and Bherwerre (St 
Georges Basin). One of the great natural assets and major attractions of Booderee is the birdlife. It is 
home to over 200 recorded bird species. This reflects, in major part at least, the distinctive geography 
and associated variety of habitats arising from its coastal landscapes and varied ecology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Booderee shorelines are included in ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ ά{ŀǾƛƴƎ hǳǊ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎέ 
Project. A team of volunteers who constitute the Bay and Basin team monitor the breeding of a 
number of threatened species during the breeding season from August to March. The principal 
species involved are the critically endangered Hooded Plover and the threatened Pied and Sooty 
Oystercatchers. 

  

Booderee is a significant part of the 
Jervis Bay Key Biodiversity Area 
[JBKBA] and is thus part of one of 
.ƛǊŘ[ƛŦŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ Y.!ǎ. 

This status is pinned to the occurrence 
of the Eastern Bristlebird. The 
population of this threatened species 
in Booderee is growing to very healthy 
levels and this has enabled species 
transfers from Booderee to Wilsons 
Promontory to support other enclaves 
of the species. 
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The Budjaan Project 
The Budjaan Project was developed by Allirra Moore, the Education and Interpretations Officer at 
Booderee National Park. Allirra is a proud Wodi Wodi - Yuin woman. !ƭƭƛǊǊŀΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ 
culture and further establish language in educational projects and this has started with the Budjaan 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘέΦ  

The Budjaan Project essentially involves the production of a Booderee birds display as a poster style 
illustration and chart. This will be used in the BNP Information Office in a large format and as posters 
for sale to visitors (the poster can be seen in full on the next page). 

It is this initiative that employs a revised direction for budjaan in Booderee. ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ά.ƻƻŘŜǊŜŜ 
.ƛǊŘ [ƛǎǘέ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜŜƴ ǇƘŀǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛǘΦ There is also the Booderee Bird 
app, which it seems may be overdue for an update. 

In addition to the selection of bird species, two further criteria were applied as cultural names and 
threatened species with a view to the chart having further educational value. Six of the species are 
flagged as threatened species. Some attention was also given to birds for which there would 
generally be some reasonable chance of visitors seeing them.  

The Budjaan Project identification chart promotes the use of two Aboriginal language groups which 
are acknowledged and accepted by the Wreck Bay Aboriginal Community, Dhurga and Dharawal 
languages.  

Where cultural names were known and could be accurately determined, both the Dhurga and 
Dharawal Aboriginal language names are used for a species. There are some birds on the display, 
which have both Dhurga and Dharawal language names and some do not.  

Ngurribar on Bherwerre Beach 

Booderee acknowledges the rich culture of the Wreck Bay people and wishes to educate visitors on 
the history and importance of Aboriginal culture.  

Aboriginal languages around Australia were an aspect of many cultural practices that were denied 
because of colonisation and government policies. Today, there are revitalisation processes to allow 
First Nations people the opportunity to learn and speak their language again. 
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BUDJAAN AT THE BOTANIC GARDENS 
Another initiative involving budjaan has commenced this year at the Booderee Botanic Gardens 
under the supervision of Julie Percival, Conservator of the Gardens. The National Park and Gardens 
are owned by the Wreck Bay community and are the only such Aboriginal owned Gardens in 
Australia. 

The Gardens are an extensive enclave of native plants and thus bring an enticing collection of native 
birds across the annual seasonal variations. BirdLife Shoalhaven has previously featured the Gardens 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴ .ƛǊŘ ²ŀƭƪǎΩ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ. 

The initial idea now featuring on the Display Board at the car park entrance is a photo display 
collection of birds known to occur in the Gardens. This includes 34 species, some of which are 
migratory and a number of which are threatened species. To the delight of staff, this is proving very 
popular with visitors. 

The value of the display is that it recognizes, presents and promotes attention to one of the great 
features of the Gardens and thus enhances the value of the Gardens. 

The plan being pursued now is to develop the display on a more secure and outdoor friendly basis. 

άhŦŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƛƭǎέ ς a special at 
the Botanic Gardens 

The Botanic Gardens can 
throw up some unusual and 
interesting bird experiences. 

A very recent sighting was a 
Buff-banded Rail. 

This species is not on the 
BNP bird brochure.  

BNP staff indicated that 
there has only been one 
prior sighting and that in 
2017. 



BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine -Spring 2024 - Page 12 

 

Recent bird highlights from the Booderee Botanic Gardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Recent bird highlights from the Gardens 
include a White-throated Gerygone (top left), 
and the image of a White-throated Gerygone 
in its hanging nest (above). 

Another is the arrival of the migratory Black-
faced Monarch (left), which has a very 
distinctive άǿƻƭŦ-ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜέ call. 
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Manyana Matters update  
- by Jorj Lowry 

¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ 
minister for Environment, Tanya Plibersek, finally made a decision on 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴōǳǊƴǘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀǘ aŀƴȅŀƴŀΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ 
we were all hoping for, with the Zombie DA subdivision being 
allowed to proceed.  

One of the six stages is excluded as it has now formally been 
recognised as Littoral Rainforest, reducing the lot yield to 153 (from 
182). 

There is a myriad of conditions the developer must adhere to but 
ultimately, the environment, birdlife, and mental well-being of the 
community has not been protected. 

Destroying (what we still call) the Manyana Special Conservation Reserve does not make any sense, 
especially considering there is currently a housing and land over supply in the area. 

We continue to fight for the forest, now focusing our attention on the State environmental and 
planning ministers with the guidance of the Environmental Defenders Office (EDO).  

Manyana Matters wishes to extend sincere gratitude to the many BirdLife Shoalhaven members who 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ όŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇύ р ȅŜŀǊǎΦ hǳǊ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊΗ  

Please consider joining our association όȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǘ aŀƴȅŀƴŀύ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ 
member is a fantastic way to support our efforts in protecting this important habitat and ensuring 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎΦ  

We need you more than ever! Go to www.tinyurl.com/JoinMMEA 

  

http://www.tinyurl.com/JoinMMEA
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MUDBirders trip to Capertee Valley, October  15 th  to 18th  

- by Phil Hendry 

The forecasts were not promising, but undaunted, a group of 12 assembled on Tuesday evening at 
the Capertee National Park old Homestead. The homestead dates from the time when the place was 
ŀ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άtƻǊǘ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜέΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ wŜƎŜƴǘ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ 
on a flowering gum metres away from the front door! It had already been a good day for Mike and I, 
having gotten really close looks at Musk Duck, Great Crested Grebe and Blue-billed Duck in Lake 
Wallace on the way. 

Wednesday dawned, barely, overcast and threatening. We set off boldly, in a 3-car convoy and by ten 
past eight were birding our first spot, site 14 (See the Official Capertee Valley Bird Trail Map), at the 
gate to the Capertee National Park. We quickly spotted a Restless Flycatcher and got our first look at 
the ubiquitous White-plumed Honeyeater. At the second site of the day, we were serenaded by the 
Rufous Songlark for the duration, while spotting the only Blue-faced Honeyeater of the trip. 

At the third stop, the drizzle got heavy enough to coat up, but one of us (me :)) saw a pair of 
Turquoise Parrots briefly stop on a dead branch above the road, while the rest of the crew were 
absorbed with a pair of Rainbow Bee-eaters. 

Blue-faced Honeyeater 
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At Glen Alice, Site 10, we stopped for morning tea as the 
rain intensified. Never-the-less, we pressed on and were 
rewarded with a look at a Diamond Firetail. The next site 
was at the intersection of the Glen Davis and Glen Alice 
roads and we were surprised to see a pair of Black-Fronted 
Dotterels hanging out by the river bank.  

Out of the rain, and back on the road, we headed into the 
village of Glen Davis and found a covered picnic table for 
lunch. The drizzle eased while we ate and the walk around 
Glen Davis yielded a look at a beautiful White-throated 
Gerygone and some Musk Lorikeets. 

The assembled throng at Coorongooba camping area (minus Jan taking the photo) 

Continuing up the valley, surrounded by the most spectacular cliff walls, we reached the end of the 
road at the Coorongooba camping area (Site 8). What an amazing place! You could do a lot worse 
than spend a few days here by the Capertee River.  

We were getting weary by this stage but held it together for long enough to visit one more site on the 
way home. This was to Site 11, another crossing of the Capertee River, and we found dozens of Fairy 
Martin nests under the bridge. 

Arriving back at the homestead, the Regent Honeyeaters were back - how lucky we were to see one 
ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǊŀǊŜǎǘ ōƛǊŘǎ! Throughout the valley we had seen evidence of the work of hundreds of 
volunteers ς see https://birdlife.org.au/news/celebrating-30-years-of-the-capertee-valley-tree-
planting-project - who for 30 years have been planting Yellow and White Box and other Regent 
Honeyeater feed trees. 

Rainbow Bee-eater 

https://birdlife.org.au/news/celebrating-30-years-of-the-capertee-valley-tree-planting-project/
https://birdlife.org.au/news/celebrating-30-years-of-the-capertee-valley-tree-planting-project/
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It would be great to think their work is paying off and we were reaping the rewards. That night we all 
sat around the giant dining table and feasted on delicious pasta dishes and cake (and some wine). 

Thursday arrived and the 
weather looked more 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
raining, so we set off, planning 
to explore the sites at the 
Northern end of the valley. 

A minute later we met a Birdlife 
Australia employee, who was 
monitoring the Regent 
population and other birds in 
the Valley. It was great to have 
a chat with him and he was able 
to point out a Turquoise Parrot 
to us all.  

Twenty minutes later we were 
wandering around the RFS shed 
in Bogee, cursing the dozens of 
Noisy Friarbirds chasing away 
everything they could see.  

Regent Honeyeater 

Gang-gang Cockatoos 
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As we drove out to the next site, the sun poked out from behind the clouds and by the time we got to 
Site 16 it was actually sunny. It was a slow start here, we wandered along the road and slowly the 
birds emerged! Among many others, we saw Varied Sitella, Red-browed and White-throated 
Treecreepers, White-naped Honeyeaters as well as Mistletoebirds, Buff-rumped Thornbill, White-
throated Gerygone and even a glimpse of a Speckled Warbler. 

Further up the road, Site 17 was in the middle of farmland and despite this we had a great time 
spotting Yellow-rumped Thornbills, Pipits, Red-rumped parrots, Dusky Woodswallows, Diamond 
Firetails, Golden-headed Cisticola and White-winged Trillers - fantastic. Doubling back, we headed to 
Site 18 for Morning Tea supported with too many cakes and slices.  

Despite there being plenty of birdy activity at this 
site, it was looking likely that this site would be 
the first one where we had not seen a new 
species for our Valley list. We persevered 
however and eventually found the Western 
Gerygone and could breathe a sigh of relief.  

The final group site (19) was in the Kandos State 
Forest and it seemed like all the birds had gone to 
bed but we able to keep the new bird streak 
going by spotting a Wedge-tailed Eagle overhead. 

After lunch at the homestead, Mike and I decided 
that it was a good idea to walk up to the Valley 
Lookout. There being no other takers, we set off 
and straight away got lucky and spotted a Buff-banded Rail. A little later, a Rufous Songlark stopped 
by and put on a great display for us. As we neared the top of the lookout, many of the others turned 
up in cars, having eschewed the dubious pleasure of walking up a mountain. 

Over dinner that night, it appeared that between the group we had counted exactly 98 species of 
birds in the valley. As the lovely curries came and went, we hatched a plan to get the century in the 
bag. The Birdlife guy had told us about a spot on the way out where he had recently seen Brown 
{ƻƴƎƭŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ IƻǊǎŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ .ǳǎƘƭŀǊƪΦ aƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ L ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ 
!ǎ ƛŦ ōȅ ƳŀƎƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǿŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƭǳŜ-¢ǊŜŜέ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ .Ǌƻǿƴ {ƻƴƎƭŀǊƪ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
branch accompanied by a Common Myna to bring our count to 100! Naturally we will give the 100 
honours to the Songlark rather than the Myna.  

Chasing Yellow-rumped Thornbills Chasing Yellow-rumped Thornbills Chasing Yellow-rumped Thornbills 

Rufous Songlark 
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Emboldened by this win, Mike and I visited a few more sites on the way out of the Valley. At the next 
site we heard, as clear as a bell, Tawny Frogmouth and Channel-billed Cuckoos calling. After 
reviewing all our observations, we have settled on 103 as the total.  

What a great trip, the birds were spectacular, shared food and drink generous and delicious, the 
Valley and accommodation amazing. We had a fantastic time. Thanks to everyone for their 
contributions and great spirit. Especially, thanks to Mike for his efforts in coordination, planning, 
leading and recording. We must do it again soon! 

Photo Credits: 
Fiona Evans, Chris Rasorsek and Phil Hendry 

At the Capertee National Park Lookout 

Varied Sittella 

Red-browed Treecreeper 
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