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Until Extinction Do Us Part  
- by Chris Grounds, Conservation Correspondent 

The International Union for Conservation of Nature [IUCN] at www.iucnredlist.org nominates nine categories 
in relation to the conservation status and threat to species with a focus on 3 SPECIFIC CATEGORIES - 
VULNERABLE, ENDANGERED AND CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 

Scientists at the October 2025 IUCN Global Conference have indicated that 61% of bird species have now 
recorded a decline in numbers, up from 44% in 2016. 

The Threatened Species Legislation and the Shoalhaven 
There are two sets of legislation that cover threatened bird species. One is the Commonwealth legislation, 
specifically the EPBC Act 1999 (see www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/species) and 
there is a specific list of birds under this Act. There are 21 species listed for the Shoalhaven and 6 of these 
are Critically Endangered.  

These six are rare, migrant or visitors to the Shoalhaven with two of them being very well known to birders - 
the Bar-tailed Godwit and Eastern Curlew - arriving for a warm season rest from extensive journeys in the far 
northern hemisphere. The third, a Herald Petrel was seen only recently for the first time in a really rare 
sighting of the bird - see our Winter 2025 magazine. Also check out the Threatened Species List (page 6). 

The Critically Endangered Eastern Curlew favours Shoalhaven Heads as a warm season rest area to prepare for a 
migration back to the far northern hemisphere for breeding. 

The NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - see legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-
2016-063 - lists birds threatened under the provisions of this Act in NSW. There are 64 species in this list in 
the Shoalhaven. Some in this list also occur in the Commonwealth list. There are 18 species which have such 
a dual listing and thus conservation threat status beyond NSW.  

In August this year the ABC reported that the NSW Threatened Species Scientific Committee added five 
species to the threatened species list for the first time, determining the Black-tailed Godwit, Grey Plover, 
Ruddy Turnstone, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, and Red Knot all met the "vulnerable" threshold of a 30 to 50 
percent population decline ς see www.abc.net.au/news/2025-08-03/black-tailed-godwit-joins-endangered-
species-list/105585910. All these species can be found in the Shoalhaven and all but the Red Knot are new to 
the Shoalhaven list. 

https://www.iucnredlist.org/
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/species
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2016-063
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2016-063
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-08-03/black-tailed-godwit-joins-endangered-species-list/105585910
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-08-03/black-tailed-godwit-joins-endangered-species-list/105585910
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All five species are migratory birds that travel to Australia through the East AsianςAustralasian Flyway, an 
internationally recognised waterbird travelling route stretching from the Arctic Circle to New Zealand via 
East and South-East Asia. 

The Black-tailed Godwit can reach speeds of 95 kilometres per hour as it flies from as far as Siberia to 
Australian coastlines and inland locations such as the Macquarie Marshes, a site well known to BLS readers 
for its Ramsar, NSW Nature Reserve, KBA status and the impact of a range of serious threats.  

The Hooded Plover ς a critically endangered shorebird exemplar 
¢ƘŜ IƻƻŘŜŘ tƭƻǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ άŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘέ ōƛǊŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ b{² [ƛǎǘ ōǳǘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ - 
the Beach Stone Curlew and the Regent Honeyeater which are migratory - the Hooded Plover is unique as a 
year-round resident and attempts to breed on the Shoalhaven and Far South Coast beaches. 

The Hooded Plover in the Shoalhaven exists in very small numbers, struggles with breeding success and the 
outlook is clearly not good given its classification. The Shoalhaven and specifically Caves Beach in Booderee 
National Park had been the northern limit of its distribution in southeast Australia. In recent years that has 
collapsed and no breeding of the Plover has occurred north of Berrara Beach for at least three seasons. So 
far in the 2025-6 season there are only 3 nests with eggs with one of those a re-nesting and all are located 
south of Berrara. 



BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine ς Spring 2025 - Page 5 

 

The species is monitored under the NSW NPWS Saving Our Species project and a considerable number of 
BirdLife members are involved in this from Shoalhaven Heads to Batemans Bay. 

The most recent BirdLife count in 2024 noted 13 birds on the extended Shoalhaven coast but 58 on the Far 
South Coast. The NPWS monitoring data for the 2024-5 Shoalhaven breeding season indicated only 8 
breeding pairs produced only 8 fledglings. In the previous 2023-4 breeding season 11 breeding pairs 
produced 16 chicks but only 4 of these fledged. 

The number of breeding pairs had not exceeded 11 in three prior seasons and fledgling success had been 
only 4 or 5 in some years.  

This circumstance characterizes ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘΩ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǿ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ 
breeding numbers, low breeding success, high attrition of chicks associated with a shrinking distribution and 
a clear threat to genetic health of the species. By comparison, Pied Oystercatchers - a NSW Endangered 
species - in the same season on the same coast recorded 33 breeding pairs and 27 fledglings, numbers which 
were holding steady from prior seasons. 

There are 4 other threatened species in this SOS Project: the Beach Stone Curlew, Little Tern and Pied and 
Sooty Oystercatchers.  

A Bigger Picture and Historical Perspective 

The Beach Stone Curlew, 
Regent Honeyeater and 
Curlew Sandpiper occur in 
the Shoalhaven and are at a 
high level of species threat. 

In December 2021 BirdLife 
Australia [BLA] documented 
the alarming rise in the 
percentage of birds 
threatened in Australia and 
how that had risen from 
8.9% in 1990 to 14.4% in 
нлнл ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƻǿƴ- 
ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ но ōƛǊŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ 

BLA also made the point 
that 1 in 6 birds are under 
threat nationally. It is more 
than ironic and scientifically 
equivalent that the ratio is 
virtually the same in the 
Shoalhaven. 

Curlew Sandpiper Regent Honeyeater 

Beach Stone Curlew 
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MUD Birdwatchers trip to Cowra - October 2025  
- by Mike Jefferis 

This year 17 MUD birders headed to Cowra for our 
annual trip. It is ten years since we had been there 
and while we stayed at the same van park, some 
things had changed. This time, instead of camping, 
we all stayed in cabins and vans and the Barking Owl 
was nowhere to be heard. 

Phil and I stopped in Boorowa, the Superb Parrot 
capital, for lunch, square pie, (very good), and then 
drove around to the caravan park. Phil parked under 
a flowering tree where there were four or five Superb 
Parrots waiting to be photographed. When he had 
enough photos we wandered down to the creek 
where we spotted another 25 species, including a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle which, surprisingly, we would not 
see again on the trip. 

In Cowra, after checking in we headed to the Sewage 
Treatment Plant, always productive, and would 
return there several times. The highlight there was a 
raptor's nest in a large Eucalyptus with at least one 
chick. The parents were nearby on a power pole and 

then 
a 
small 
dead 
tree. Amazingly we argued about their ID when they were 
one of the easiest raptors to identify, Black Kites. When we 
went back the next day they were flying. 

Our first site on Tuesday was Conimbla National Park, dry 
Callitris (Cypress Pine) forest above the cultivated plains. The 
birdlife here was dominated by Noisy Friarbirds but we did, 
eventually, manage to see and hear quite a few small birds 
including (we think) an Inland Thornbill. 

From there we visited several forested sites - roads and the 
remnants of stock routes, like islands of an archipelago in a 
sea of cultivation. We did not see many small birds at these 
sites. We did, however, see Superb Parrots flying overhead 
and surprisingly, Sacred Kingfishers at almost every site. 

On Wednesday we drove to Wyangala Dam and a beautiful walk 
along the Lachlan River below the dam wall. There were many 
birds, and we compiled our longest bird list, including our only 
sighting of a Mistletoebird. We had robust discussions trying to 
identify the difference between the calls of the Western 
Gerygone and the White-throated Gerygone. Both were clearly 
present. On the way back to Cowra we stopped at Darby Falls for 
lunch on the riverbank where a Restless Flycatcher wouldn't 
leave us alone. 

After lunch (and nana naps) we went to two sites south of Cowra, 
saw Superb Parrots again (flying) at both sites and had good 
views of Brown Treecreepers at Badgery TSR. The Morongla 
Cemetery was dominated by Noisy Miners. Not much fun. 

Superb Parrot 

Sacred Kingfisher 

Mistletoebird 
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On Thursday we headed west to sites around Grenfell. Surprisingly, we had not seen any Apostlebirds 
around Cowra but just 60km west we saw them at almost every site. Weddin National Park is another dry 
Callitris woodland above the cultivation and we did see more small birds there than we had at other sites. 

On our way back along the access road we stopped at 
a heavily wooded area and the photographers had 
their reward, Superb Parrots asking to be 
photographed. Thanks Marianne.  

Most of the other sites around Grenfell were a bit 
disappointing and the pamphlet we were following - 
ά²ŜŘŘƛƴ {ƘƛǊŜ .ƛǊŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέ - is clearly well out of date. 

As usual the food was (almost) as important as the 
birds. A highlight was morning tea at Weddin NP 
where Robyn produced a spectacular cake for 
Maddi's birthday. The Indian restaurant in Cowra, run 
by a lovely young couple, was so good that some of 
us went there twice. We weren't allowed to leave 
Thursday night until we all posed for a Diwali photo. 

 The meals at the Imperial Hotel were huge (and 
good). Evelyn and Kathy had a risotto each when one 
would have sufficed. One of the staff was interested 
in our birdwatching and told us about a local bird 
photographer and his bird calendars. This time, for 
some reason, we weren't allowed to leave until we 
knew her exact age - 51. 

I presume that everyone had a good time as there was some considerable discussion about what we will do 
next year. Ollie is working on a spreadsheet. I will check the AI answer. 

Superb Parrot 

Straw-necked Ibis                                 Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
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Bird Week Bird Walks  
- by Fiona Evans, Yolande Cozijn, Carla Jackett, Deb Callister-Carter and Karen Davis 

Milton  
Great weather for a sub-tropical rainforest bird walk saw eight keen birders at the Milton Rainforest Reserve 
Walking Track for a Bird Week outing.  

We saw 27 species, and novice birders were happy to see Golden Whistlers and a male Satin Bowerbird for 
the first time!  

We also saw 5 Channel-billed Cuckoos and a flock of Topknot Pigeons fly overhead into trees on adjacent 
farmland; a beautiful Rufous Fantail; a Gerygone nest; and many other delightful birds.  

Nowra 
We had a nice group of six at Harry Sawkins Park. We 
saw Red Wattlebirds nest building. At least one Royal 
Spoonbill was on a nest, and two Little Pied 
Cormorants.  

We watched a Dusky Moorhen building a nest on a 
platform in the water ς five minutes later the fountains 
came on and the whole thing got soaked ς poor 
Moorhen! I counted close to 21 species including birds 
that were just heard, so there were very few birds 
around.  

Vincentia 
The Central Shoalhaven Bird Week public walk was 
around the Water Treatment Plant at Vincentia. This is 
always a good birding site, and it didn't disappoint our 
visitors.  

We had 12 interested birders and most stayed for the 
complete circuit which took around two hours. The 
track / footpad is a bit of an adventure walk at times, 
but it was fortunately dry, and we were rewarded with a 
total of 51 species. 

A highlight for everyone was a good view of a Buff-banded Rail which was ahead of us on the track and hung 
around for photos. The Swans that had previously nested on an island on one of the ponds were proudly 
showing off their five cygnets, and a White-necked Heron hiding in a pond alcove didn't elude us.  

For years there has been a couple of Black-fronted Dotterels on one of the back ponds and we spotted two - 
but we were not sure if it was just one bird on the move. 

Royal Spoonbill 
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Scarlet Honeyeaters and Brown Gerygones were calling throughout the 
walk, and counting the variety of ducks on the main pond was a 
challenge. Arriving back at the cars we had 49 species and hoped that 
while munching on biscuits that Deb supplied, we would reach the 50. A 
Brown Goshawk flew in to get us there and shortly after we heard 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos calling. 

The weather was perfect, and our visitors seemed very happy with the 
morning walk. 

 

Sacred Kingfisher 

Brown Goshawk 

Black Swans 

Buff-banded Rail 

Vincentia Water Treatment Plant 
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! "ÉÒÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÕÓÈ ÉÓ 7ÏÒÔÈ ȣ ȩ 

- by Chris Grounds, Conservation Correspondent 

Surely a bird in the bush is worth more than two in the hand? A burning question! 
It is not surprising that birds - invariably threatened species - can and do play a role in the assessment of 
particular development applications [DAs]. So they should.  

On January 2022 a local Funeral Director submitted a DA to Shoalhaven Council for a large crematoria facility 
on a 40ha vegetated block on the north side of the Wool Road Bypass at St Georges Basin. This facility would 
be an adjacent neighbour to a group of semi-rural residents who were notified of the DA and alarmed at the 
proposal. The area is substantially beautiful, remnant original bushland. 

A campaign commenced, which focussed on the harm and 
impact the proposal would have on the natural environment of 
the area. It soon became apparent that a major threatened 
species orchid, the infamous Leafless Tongue orchid (Cryptostylis 
hunteriana) had not been accounted for but neither had bird 
biodiversity on and around the site.  

Indeed, there had been virtually no recording of bird species 
present in the area. This was resolved to degree with repeated 
BLS member surveys, which of course revealed quite a suite of 57 
bird species. Two special sightings were to arise from these 
surveys. 

Ironically the two species that had contributed so much to saving 
the Heritage Estate were now involved in the Crematorium site ς 
the Leafless Tongue orchid and the Eastern Bristlebird. 

The area involved is zoned to Rural 2 use in the Shoalhaven Local 
Environment Plan, ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ά.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊέΣ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ±ŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άwƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ 
ƭŀƴŘέ ŀǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦ  

Shoalhaven Council recommended to the proponent that they withdraw the DA, and they did so in March of 
2022.  



BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine ς Spring 2025 - Page 12 

 

The proponent followed this withdrawal with a 
further DA in September of 2023 for a more 
limited crematorium facility. This was no more 
acceptable to residents and the community, so 
the campaign resumed with a renewed focus 
on the human impact, environmental dangers 
and impositions in the environmental 
spectrum including but well beyond the 
natural environment.  

As things transpired some critical bird 
knowledge came to hand from continuing site 
research, which strengthened the case against 
the new proposal. The area proved to be 
habitat to the Eastern Bristlebird and nesting 
of the Glossy Black Cockatoo, both 
Commonwealth listed threatened species. The 
ΨDƭƻǎǎƛŜǎΩ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

Over many months there were suspicions of calls of the Eastern Bristlebird but no concrete verification, 
which was vital to the integrity of the bird catalogue and the campaign.  

Eventually mobile phone video was suggested to record any suspected calls. Reference to staff from NPWS 
and Booderee verified these were unmistakable Bristlebird calls. It is my understanding this is the most 
western such presence recorded in the local area.  

After two years of intense but quiet campaigning with Council the second DA was REJECTED on September 
4th 2025. The advice noted among many reasons that the development was not in the public interest, the 
site was not suitable for the development and was not compatible with the natural landscape character of 
the site.  

The block was placed on sale just prior to this determination by council. 

The DA proposals and associated campaigns highlighted that bird observations and records will play an 
important role in conservation campaigning and, unfortunately, an enduring contradiction in planning intent 
for such lands. It also revealed what we budjaaners know, which is the pleasure and delight of special bird 
observations in the natural setting.  

In 2023 BLS provided a submission on the Crematoria DA ς see www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/submissions.html. 

Glossy Black Cockatoos 

Eastern Bristlebird 

Proposed site 

https://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/submissions.html
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The always delightful Southern Emu Wren above and a nesting Spotted Pardalote harvesting Stringybark below 
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The Games People Play and Birdle  
- by Brett Davis 

Almost everyone has heard of Wordle. It is a web-based word game 
where players have six attempts to guess a five-letter word, receiving 
feedback through colored tiles that indicate correct letters and their 
placement. A single puzzle is released daily, with all players attempting 
to solve the same word. An example is shown on the right. 

Wordle was publicly released in October 2021 and soon gained wide-
spread popularity through viral discussion on social media. The New 
York Times acquired Wordle in January 2022 for a low seven-figure sum 
and the game can now be played at www.nytimes.com/games/wordle. 

²ƻǊŘƭŜΩǎ success spurred the creation of many clones such as Quordle - 
where four Wordle games are played simultaneously (see 
www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/#/) - and Octordle - where 
eight Wordle games are played simultaneously - see octordle.org ς and 
the image below! 

Popular Wordle clones that don't involve words include Nerdle 
(math equations), Heardle (music), Framed (movies) and Worldle 
(geography) ς all of which are easily found on the Internet and a 
couple of which are lots of fun ς especially Worldle which can be 
played at worldle.teuteuf.fr.  

After Wordle was invented, 
it was almost inevitable that 
someone would soon invent 
Birdle, given the rhyming 
similarity, and it was equally 
inevitable that Birdle would 
also fragment into multiple variations. 

Birdle at quuxplusone.github.io/wordle-clone/birdle is a variant that is 
basically Wordle confined to five letter bird names ς like goose, raven, 
grebe, finch, macaw etc, but it soon becomes apparent that there a 
huge number of five letter bird names (see image at left). 

Birdle at birdle.dev requires the guessing of a sequence of bird emojis in 
6 tries. After each guess, the color of the tiles will change to show how 
close the guess is to the solution. However, the emojis could be 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ōƛǊŘǎΦ 

http://www.nytimes.com/games/wordle/index.html
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/#/
https://octordle.org/
https://worldle.teuteuf.fr/
https://quuxplusone.github.io/wordle-clone/birdle/
https://birdle.dev/
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Birdlife International launched a Birdle app 
in September 2024 both for phones and 
also online at start.birdle.world.  

The blurb for the game ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άBirdle is 
a daily guessing game for bird lovers! The 
goal is to guess the bird and its 
characteristics in 5 guesses or fewer. Listen 
to the bird call and watch the bird image 
reveal after each ƎǳŜǎǎΦέ 

Unfortunately, as can be seen from the 
image at right, Australia is not one of the 
countries or regions currently available ς 
but if we go to the site and ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ŀƴΩǘ 
ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 
request that Australia be added to the list! 

The best Birdle game 
If you want to find the best Birdle game for Australian birds, however, 
you should really check out the website at www.play-birdle.com. As 
can be seen in the image at right, you can play with all ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
birds or confine yourself to individual continents, including Australia. 

In the game you must guess the bird species displayed in six attempts. 
There are multiple images of the bird given and you are even shown a 
map of its range. 

After each guess you are shown the guessed bird's Order, Family, 
Genus and Common Name. At the completion of the game you can 
click on "Learn more about the bird" and you will be taken to the eBird 
website where there is lots of information about the bird of the day. 

Here is a recent example - 

https://start.birdle.world/
https://www.play-birdle.com/
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If you think this is a member of the Lapwing ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǘȅǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ άlapwingέ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ōƛǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ άlapwingέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ς as shown below. 

/ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά.ŀƴŘŜŘ [ŀǇǿƛƴƎέ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ -  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ άtǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ aƻŘŜέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀƛƭȅ photo but can have different 
birds appear one after the other which you can attempt to guess! 
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Memes / cartoons loosely related to birds   

 

  


