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Until Extinction Do Us Part
- by Chris GroundsConservation Correspondent

The International Union for Conservation of Nature [[lUGNyww.iucnredlist.orghominates nine categories
in relation to the conservation status and threat to species with a focus DISPECIFIC CATEGORIES
VULNERABLE, ENDANGERED AND CRITICALLY ENDANGERED

e Threatened categories - :
Extinct Extinct Critically  Endangered Vulneroble§ Near Least Data Not
inthe Wild i Endangered : Threatened Concern Deficient  Evaluated

----------------------------------------------------------------- .

Scientists at the October 2025 IUCN Global Conference have indicated that 61% of bird lspeziesy
recordedadecline in numbers, up from 44% in 2016.

The Threatened Species Legislation and the Shoalhaven

There are two sets of legislation that cover threatened bird species. One is the Commonwealth legislatior
specifically the EPBC Act 198@ewww.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/spec)eand

there is a specific list of birds under this Act. There are 21 species listed for the Shoalhaven and 6 of the
are Critically Endangered.

These six are rare, migrant or visitors to the Shoalhaven twithof them beingvery well known to birders
the Bartailed Godwit and Eastern Curlevarriving for a warm season rest from extensive journieythe far
northern hemisphere. The third, a Herald Petrel was seen only recently for the first time in a really rare
sighting of the bird see our Winter 2025 magazineAlso check out the Threatened Species List (page 6).

The Critically Endangered Eastern Curlew favours Shoalhaven Heads as a warm season rest area to prepare for
migration back to the far northern hemisphere for breeding.

The NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016ee legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/aet
2016063- lists birds threatened under the provisions of this Act in NSW. There are 64 species in this list il
the Shoalhaven. Some in this list also occur in the Commonwealth list. There are 18 species which have st
a dual listing and thus conservation threat status beyond NSW.

In August this year the ABC reported that the NSW Threatened Species Scientific Committee added fi
species to the threatened species list for the first time, determining Blaektailed Godwit, Grey Plover,

Ruddy Turnstone, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, andRed Knot all met the "vulnerable" threshold of a 30 to 50
percent population decling seewww.abc.net.au/news/202%8-03/blacktailed-godwit-joinsendangered
speciedist/105585910 All these species can be found in the Shoalhaven and all but the Red Knot are new t
the Shoalhaven list.
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All five species are migratory birds that travel to Australia through the East@®siatralasian Flyway, an
internationally recognised waterbird travelling route stretching from the Arctic Circle to New Zealand via

East and Soutkast Asia.
The Blacktailed Godwit can reach speeds of 95 kilometres per hour as it flies from as far as Siberia to

Australian coastlines and inland locations such as the Macquarie Marshes, a site well known to BLS read
for its Ramsar, NSW Nature Reserve, KBA status and the impact of a range of serious threats

The Hooded Ploveg a critically endangered shorebird exemplar L 5 L .
¢tKS 1 22RSR tf{20SNI Aa 2yS 2F UKNBS GaONRUAOI f f-& S
the Beach Stone Curlew and the Regent Honeyeater which are migrateeyHooded Plover is unique as a
yearroundresident and attempts to breed on the Shoalhaven and Far South Coast beaches.

The Hooded Plover in the Shoalhaven exists in very small numbers, struggles with breeding success and
outlook is clearly not good given its classification. The Shoalhaven and specifically Caves Beach in Boode
National Park had been the northern limit of its distributionswutheastAustralia. In recent years that has
collapsed and no breeding of the Plover has occurred north of Berrara Beach for at least three .s8asons
far in the 20256 season there are only 3 nests with eggs with one of thosereséng and all are located

south of Berrara.
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The species is monitored under the NSW NPWS Saving Our Species project and a considerable numbe
BirdLife members are involved in this from Shoalhaven Heads to Batemans Bay.

The most recent BirdLife count in 2024 noted 13 birds on the extended Shoalhaven coast but 58 on the F
South Coast. The NPWS monitoring data for the ZD2Z3hoalhaven breeding season indicated only 8
breeding pairs produced only 8 fledglings. In the previous 2D28eeding season 11 breeding pairs
produced 16 chicks but only 4 of these fledged.

The number of breeding pairs had not exceeded 11 in three prior seasons and fledgling success had be
only 4 or 5 in some years.

This circumstancecharacterizes# ONRA G A OF f £ &8 Sy RIFIY3aASNBRQ &Gl Gdza 6 A
breeding numbers, low breeding success, high attrition of chicks associated with a shrinking distribution an
a clear threat to genetic health of the species. @ynparison,Pied Oystercatchersa NSW Endangered
species in the same season on the same coast recorded 33 breeding pairs and 27 fledglings, numbers whi
were holding steady from prior seasons.

There are 4 other threatened species in this SOS Project: the Beach Stone Curlew, Little Tern and Pied :
Sooty Oystercatchers.

A Bigger Picture and Historical Perspective

Regent Honeyeater

Curlew Sandpiper

The Beach Stone Curlew,
Regent Honeyeater and
Curlew Sandpiper occur in
the Shoalhaven and are at a
high level of species threat.

In December 2021 BirdLife
Australia [BLA] documented

the alarming rise in the

~ percentage of birds

_ threatened in Australia and

how that had risen from
8.9% in 1990 to 14.4% in
HAHD RS aLJ U-S u
tAaQUAY3IQ 2F HO

., BLA also made the point
that 1 in 6 birds are under
threat nationally. It is more
~ & than ironicand scientifically
. equivalent that the ratio is
virtually the same in the

' BeachiStone C

SIS Shoalhaven.

urlew,
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Bird Species Scientific Name Commonwealth EPBC Act NSW Listing
Australasian Bittern Botaurus poiciloptilu Endangered Endangered
Bar-tailed Godwit * Limosa lapponica baueri Vulnerable
Barking Owl Ninox connivens Vulnerable
Beach Stone Curlew * Esacus magnirostris Critically Endangered
Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis Vulnerable
Black-browed Albatross * Thalassarche melanophris Vulnerable Vulnerable
Black-necked Stork * Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus Endangered
Black-tailed Godwit * Limosa Limosa Vulnerable
Blue-billed Duck * Oxyura australis Vulnerable
Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus Vulnerable
Brown Treecreeper * Climacteris picumnus victoriae Vulnerable
Bush Stone Curlew * Burhinus grallarius Endangered
Curlew Sandpiper * Calidris ferruginea Critically Endangered Endangered
Diamond Firetail * Stagonopleura guttat Vulnerable
Dusky Woodswallow * Artamus cyanopterus Vulnerable
Eastern Bristlebird * Dasyornis brachypterus Endangered Endangered
Eastern Curlew * Numenius madagascariensis Critically Endangered
Eastern Ground Parrot * Pezoporous wallicus Vulnerable
Eastern Osprey * Pandion cristatus Vulnerable
Flame Robin * Petroica phoenicea Vulnerable
Flesh-footed Shearwater * Ardenna carneipes Vulnerable
Freckled Duck * Stictonetta naevosa Vulnerable
Gang-gang Cockatoo * Callocephalon fimbriatum Endangered Vulnerable
Gibson’s Albatross * Diomedea gibsoni Vulnerable Vulnerable
Glossy Black Cockatoo * Calyptorhynchus lathami Vulnerable Vulnerable
Great Knot * Calidris tenuirostris Critically Endangered Vulnerable
Greater Sand Plover * Charadrius leschenaultii Vulnerable Vulnerable

Grey Plover

Pluvialis squatarola

Vulnerable

Herald Petrel

Pterodroma heraldica

Critically Endangered

Hooded Plover * Thinornis rubricollis Vulnerable Critically Endangered
Lesser Sand Plover * Charadrius mongolus Endangered Vulnerable
Little Eagle * Hieraaetus morphnoides Vulnerable
Little Lorikeet * Glossopsitta pusilla Vulnerable
Little Shearwater Puffinus assimilis Vulnerable
Little Tern * Sternula albifrons Endangered
Masked Owl * Tyto novaehollandiae Vulnerable
Northern Giant Petrel * Macronectes halli Vulnerable Vulnerable
Olive Whistler * Pachycephala olivacea Vulnerable
Pied Oystercatcher * Haematopus longirostris Endangered
Pink Robin Petroica rodinogaster Vulnerable
Powerful Owl * Ninox strenua Vulnerable
Providence Petrel * Pterodroma solandri Vulnerable
Red Knot * Calidris canutus Endangered Vulnerable
Regent Honeyeater * Anthochaera Phrygia Critically Endangered Critically Endangered
Rose-crowned Fruit Dove * Ptilinopus regina Vulnerable
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres Vulnerable
Sanderling * Calidris alba Vulnerable
Scarlet Robin * Petroica boodang Vulnerable
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata Vulnerable
Shy Albatross * Thalassarche cauta Vulnerable Vulnerable
Sooty Owl Tyto tenebricosa Vulnerable
Sooty Oystercatcher * Haematopus fuliginous Vulnerable
Sooty Tern * Onychoprion fuscata Vulnerable
Southern Giant Petrel * Macronectes giganteus Endangered Endangered
Spotted Harrier * Circus assimilis Vulnerable
Square-tailed Kite * Lophoictinia isura Vulnerable
Striated Field Wren Calamanthus fuliginous Endangered
Superb Fruit Dove Ptilinopus superbus Vulnerable
Swift Parrot Lathamus discolour Critically Endangered Endangered
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus Vulnerable
Turquoise Parrot * Neophema pulchella Vulnerable
Varied Sittella * Daphoenositta chrysoptera Vulnerable
Wandering Albatross * Diomedea exulans Vulnerable Endangered
White-bellied Sea-Eagle * Haliaeetus leucogaster Vulnerable
White-fronted Chat * Epthianura albifrons Vulnerable
White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus Vulnerable
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MUD Birdwatchers trip to Cowra - October 2025
- by Mike Jefferis

This year 17 MUD birders headed to Cowra for c
annual trip. It is ten years since we had been there
and while we stayed at the same van park, some
things had changed. This time, instead of camping
we all stayed in cabins and vans and the Barking ¢
was nowhere to be heard.

Phil and | stopped in Boorowa, the Superb Par
capital, for lunch, square pidyery good, and then
drove around to the caravan park. Phil parked unc
a flowering tree where there were four or five Supertk
Parrots waiting to be photographed. When he had
enough photos we wandered down to the creek
where we spotted another 25 species, including &
Wedgetailed Eagle which, surprisingly, we would nc
see again on the trip.

In Cowra, after checking in we headed to the Sewage
Treatment Plant, always productive, and would
return there several times. The highlight there was a
raptor's nest in a large Eucalyptus with aade one

then
a
small
dead o . .

tree. Amazingly we argued about their ID when they were
¥ one of the easiest raptors to identify, Black Kites. When we
2~ went back the next day they were flying.

Our first site on Tuesday was Conimbla National Park, dry
Callitris (Cypress Pine) forest above the cultivated plains. The
birdlife here was dominated by Noisy Friarbirds but we did,
eventually, manage to see and hear quite a few small birds
including (we think) an Inland Thornbill.

From there we visited several forested siteads and the
remnants of stock routes, like islands of an archipelago in a
ey Sea of cultivation. We did not see many small birds at these
sites. We did, however, see Superb Parrots flying overhead
and surprisingly, Sacred Kingfishers at almost every site.

On Wednesday we drove to Wyalg Dam and a beautiful wal
along the Lachlan River below the dam wall. There were m
birds, and we compiled our longest bird list, including our o
sighting of a Mistletoebird. We had robust discussions trying
identify the difference between the calls of the Weste
Gerygone and the Whitthroated Gerygone. Both were clearl
present. On the way back to Cowra we stopped at Darby Fall
lunch on the riverbank where a Restless Flycatcher woulg
leave us alone.

After lunch (and nana naps) we went to two sites south of Co
saw Superb Parrots again (flying) at both sites and had g
views of Brown Treecreepers at Badgery TSR. The Morg
Cemetery was dominated by Noisy Miners. Not much fun.

Mistletoebird
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On Thursday we headed west to sites around Grenfell. Surprisingly, we had not seen any Apostlebirc
around Cowra but just 60km west we saw them at almost every site. Weddin National Park is another dr

Callitris woodland above the cultivation and we did see more small birds there than we had at other sites.
% S AT TE B On our way back along the access road we stopped at

their reward, Superb Parrots asking to be
photographed. Thanks Marianne.

Most of the other sites around Grenfell were a bit
disappointing and the pamphlet we were following

As usual the food was (almost) as important as tk
birds. A highlight was morning tea at Weddin N

where Robyn produced a spectacular cake
Maddi's birthday. The Indiarestaurantin Cowra, run
by a lovely young couple, was so good that som
us went there twice. We weren't allowed to lea
Thursday night until we all posed for a Diwali photo.

The meals at the Imperial Hotel were huge (an
good). Evelyn and Kathy had a risotto each wbea g
would have sufficedOne of the staff was interestec
in our birdwatching and told us about a local bi
photographer and his bird calendars. This time,
some reason, we weren't allowed to leave until
knew her exact age51.

% a heavily wooded area and the photographers had

G2 SRRAY { KA NHearlywdllaut df dateA t £

| presume that everyone had a good time as there was some considerable discussion about what we will

next year. Ollie is working on a spreadsheet. | will check the Al answer.

Strawnecked Ibis Y-blilbead Spoonbill]f

=
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Bird Week Bird Walks
- by Fiona Evansrolande CozijnCarla JackettDeb CallisteiCarterand Karen Davis

Milton
Great weather for a sulropical rainforest bird walk saw eight keen birdergtad Milton Rainforest Reserve
Walking Track for a Bird Week outing.

We saw27 speciesandnovicebirders were happy to see Golden Whistlers anaiale Satin Bowerbird for
the first time!

We also saw 5 Channkilled Cuckoos and a flock of Topknot Pigeons fly overhead into trees on adjacent
farmland a beautiful Rufous Fantad Gerygone nesand many other delightful birds.

%

Royal Spoonbill

Nowra

We had a nice group of six at Harry Sawkins Park.
saw Red Wattlebirds nest building. At least one R0
Spoonbill was on a nest, and two Little Pig
Cormorants.

We watcheda DuskyMoorhen building a nest on a
platform in the waterg five minutes later the fountains
came on and the whole thing got soaked poor
Moorhen! | counted close t®1 speciesncluding birds
that were just heard so there were very few birds
around

Vincentia

The Central Shoalhaven Bird Week public walk
around the Water Treatment Plant at Vincentia. Thig
always a good birding site, and it didn't disappoint o
visitors.

We had 12 interested birders and most stayed for t
complete circuit which took aroundwo hours. The
track / footpad is a bit of an adventure walk at times,
but it wasfortunately dry, and we were rewarded witn _
total of 51 species |

A highlight for everyone wasgood view of a Bufbanded Rail which was ahead of us on the track and hung
around for photos. Th&wvans that hadpreviouslynested on an island on one of the ponds were proudly
showing off their five cygnetand a Whitenecked Heron hiding in a pond alcove didn't elude us.

For years there has beencouple oBlackfronted Dotterels on one of the back ponds and vpetsed two -
but we werenot sure if it wagust one bird on the move.
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Scarlet Honeyeaters and Brown Gerygones were calling throughout the

walk, and counting the variety of ducks on the main pond was a Brown Goshawk
challenge. Arriving back at the cars we had 49 species and hoped
while munching on biscuits that Deb supplied, we would reach the 50.
Brown Goshawk flew in to get us there and shortly after we he
Yellowtailed Black Cockatoos calling.

The weather was perfect, and our visitors seemed very happy with
morning walk.

Sacred Kingfisher
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- by Chris GroundsConservation Correspondent
Surely a bird in the bush is worth more than two in the hand? A burning question!

It is not surprising that birds invariably threatened speciescan and do play a role in the assessment of
particular development applications [DAS]. So they should.

On January 2022 a local Funeral Director submitted a DA to Shoalhaven Council for a large crematoria faci
on a 40ha vegetated block on the north side of the Wool Road Bypass at St Georges Basin. This facility wo
be an adjacent neighbour to a group of semnial residents who were notified of the DA and alarmed at the
proposal. The area is substantially beautiful, remnant original bushland.

A campaign commenced, which focussed on the harm
impact the proposal would have on the natural environment
the area. It soon became apparent that a major threaten
species orchid, the infamous Leafless Tongue or@@rigptostylis
hunteriang had not been accounted for but neither had bi
biodiversity on and around the site.

Indeed, there had been virtually no recording of bird spec
present in the area. This was resolved to degree with repea
BLS member surveys, which of course revealed quite a suite ¢
bird species. Two special sightings were to arise fromseh
surves.

Ironically the two species that had contributed so much to savint
the Heritage Estate were now involved in the Crematorium it
the Leafless Tongue orchid and the Eastern Bristlebird.

The area involved is zoned to Rural 2 use in the Shoalhaven Local L ]
EnvironmentPlan,6 dzi 0 KA a |t a2z NBO23IYyAI SR da. A2ZRAOSNRAUE
flryRE a YI22N SYBANRYYSyult laasuoao

Shoalhaven Council recommended to the proponent that they withdrawDtAgand they did so in March of
2022.
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The proponent followed this withdrawal with
further DA in September of 2023 for a morg
limited crematorium facility. This was no mo
acceptable to residents and tremmunity,so
the campaignresumed with a renewed focus
on the human impact, environmental dange
and impositions in the environmentals - :
spectrum including but well beyond the gt SN
natural environment. e Y

As things transpired some critical bir

the new proposal. The area proved to
habitat to the Eastern Bristlebird and nestir
of the Glossy Black Cockatoo, boj
Commonwealth listed threatened species. Th

7

WDt 2434A84Q LINREOSR (2 ™=ge

Proposed site

Over many months there were suspicions of calls of the Eastern Bristlebird but no concrete verification
which was vital to the integrity of the bird catalogue and the campaign.

Eventually mobile phone video was suggested to record any suspected calls. Reference to staff from NP\
and Booderee verified these wemgnmistakableBristlebird calls. It is my understanding this is the most
western such presence recorded in the local area.

After two years of intense but quiet campaigning with Council the second DA was REJECTED on Septen
4th 2025. The advice noted among many reasons that the development was not in the public interest, the
site was not suitable for the development and was not compatible with the natural landscape character of
the site.

The block was placenh sale just prior to this determination by council.

The DA proposals and associated campaigns highlighted that bird observations and records will play :
important role in conservation campaigning and, unfortunately, an enduring contradiction in planning intent
for such lands. It also revealed what we budjaaners know, which is the pleasure and delight of special bir
observations in the natural setting.

In 2023 BLS provided a submission on the Crematorigde@Awww.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/submissions.html
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The Games People Playand Birdle

- by Brett Davis

Almost everyone has heard of Wordle. It is a vetsed word game
where players have six attempts to guess a-feteer word, receiving

feedback through colored tiles that indicate correct letters and thgi
placement. A single puzzle is released daily, with all players attempti

to solve the same wordAn example is showan the right

Wordle was publicly released @ctober 2021 and soogained wide

spread popularitythrough viral discussion on social media. The Ng
York Times acquired Wordle in January 2022 for a low skgere sum
and the gamecannow be played atvww.nytimes.com/games/wordle

2 2 NR $ufcesa spurred the creation wfanyclones such as Quordie
where four Wordle games are played simultaneously (g
www.merriamwebster.com/games/quordle/#/ - and Octordle- where
eight Wordle games are played simultaneouseeoctordle.org¢ and

- DGO - 3008 -
be
gpEg- - -

mzxannM®

the image below

(B[ [R]D] INODODooD OOl OOOO0 OO OOoOooooe
[e[r{a]iJofe|rfafi[ofefrja]l i |ofe[r] [ofes[rfafrjofe|r]afi[ofe[r]a]i|ofefrfafi]o]
(e{r{aln]ofelrlafnfofsr]Aa]N]ofB[R (ofelr]aln]ofe[r{aInfofe[rfa[nfofafr]aln]D]
[B[cfafn[K) (N[cfB]L] oon [ X (sfrlafn]cfofrialnpRlefcfaln]K]
[slrjalr[elo]rfalw]chofrfalc]cfa]r]aln]e [8]r]alr[efa]ralr]e]
[1[ajefelefr]afefc]cfrlales]c]efrale]c]e) [8]L]e]
(s]L]o]r[E] [s]t]ofrfefs]cfofr]e] [s]t]ofele)
[ [nfalnfepun]aln]c] Donon
(#]umlaln]n]u] ([ u) [N
oooon Aln]im]e]
[sfclafm]e]
(s[wlafm]r]
Popular Wordle clones that don't involve words include Nerdle WORLDLE w
(math equations), Heardle (music), Framed (movées) Worldle
(geography); all of which are easily found on the Internet and|a

couple of which are lots of fug especially Wddle which can be
played atworldle.teuteuf.fr.

After Wordle was invented,
it was almostinevitable that

(©] < B

BIRDLE

2327km

someone wouldsoon invent

[cenTRAL AFrICAN REPU..|

|

(oo ]

| |
|
I

MOZAMBIQUE 1027km || 95% l

|
|
I

|| Al e

Birdle, given the rhyming
similarity, and it was equally
inevitable that Birdle would
also fragment into multiple variations.

RWANDA 1266km |[ oa% |

ZAMBIA Okm

o

|| 100% |

Birdle atquuxplusone.github.io/wordlelone/birdle is a variant that is
basically Wordle confined to fivetter bird namesg like goose, raven,
grebe, finch, macaw etc, but it soon becomes apparent that there
huge number ofive letter bird namegsee image at left).

Birdle atbirdle.devrequires the guessing of a sequence of bird emojis in
6 tries. After each guess, the color of the tiles will change to show how
close the guess is to the solution. However, the emojis could be
FyedKAYy3as a2 GKS 3IFYS R2SayQi NBI
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Birdlife International launched Birdle app
in September 2024hoth for phones and
alsoonline atstart.birdle.world

w

The blurbfor the gamea I & & Biidfe lis(
a daily guessing game for bird lovers! T

reveal after eacld dz§ a4 a ® ¢

image at right, Australia is not one of the
countries or regiongurrently availableg
but if we go to the site an®@f A O] 2
M FTAYR @&2dzNJ O2dzy i NE
request that Australia be added to the list

goal is to guess the bird and it
Bird l e characteristics in 5 guesses or fewer. List
to the bird call and watch the bird image

Unfortunately, as can be seen from the

42 Birdle Explorer

2
Choose a country or region:

1 g India o >

s | (2) Mexico o v

el

| re New Zealand o -
b); South Africa O v

| -;'é United Kingdom o -
r% JUnited States o >

) .

2Nty Idz—3SE
Can't find your country or language?

The best Birdle game o . —
If you want to find the best Birdle game for Australian birds, howeyeW Birdle @ Australia and Territories ~
you should really check out the website watvw.play-birdle.com As

can be seen in the image at right, you can play wailhii K S 2 2
birds orconfine yourself to individual continentgcluding Australia

In the game you mugjuessthe bird specieslisplayedin six attempts
There aremultiple images of the birgivenandyou are even shown a
map of its range.

After each guess you are shown the guesead's Order, Family,
Genus and Common NamaAt the completion of the game yooan
click on "Learn more about thard" andyou willbe taken tothe eBird
websitewhere there is lots of information about the biaf the day

NI R Q&
USA Lower 48
North America
Central America
South America
Europe
Africa

Asia

& Australia and Territories =

Here is a recent example

Order Family Genus

Common Name
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If you think this is a member of theapwing ¥ I YA £ & = lapwdingIA y @A tAfy OANR y 3
I dza G NI £ A | {apwing NR &  di &a® EhgWin be®w.

dzLJ

Banded Lapwing
Masked Lapwing

Congratulations!

You got today's Birdle in 1 guess.
Learn more about the Banded Lapwing.

Close

¢CKSNBE Aa Ffaz2z | atNIOGAOS a2RS¢é Ppho® NEcarshawdzdiffe@nt Q (

birds appear one after the other which you can attempt to guess!
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Memes / cartoons loosely related to birds

G RENTED OUT THE BASE/“\ENT)

IKECIwithess
Abrotection program

M e SCOTT JOHNSTON

Bahy penguins
look like angry
kiwifruit . -
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