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White-bellied Sea-Eagle 
at Wilfords Lane Wetlands 
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Eyre Bird Observatory - by Andrew and Sharon Morgan ... page 28 

Gerringong residents and BirdLife Shoalhaven members Andrew and Sharon report on 
their recent three month stint as managers of BirdLife Australia's Eyre Bird Observatory in 
Western Australia - tucked in between the Nullarbor Plain to the north, and the Southern 
Ocean to the south. 
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Bird watching , AGM, Dinner, Trivia Quiz  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This year's AGM will be held in Ulladulla on Tuesday 19th 
February. Prior to the AGM there will be a bird walk for 
those attending the AGM, followed by dinner at the 
Swordfish Restaurant in the Milton Ulladulla Bowling 
Club, the AGM and the Bird Trivia Quiz. The night should 
finish by 9pm. A detailed timetable is shown below. 
 
Birdwatching (4:30pm) 
Prior to the AGM there will be a birdwatching activity 
from 4:30 pm until 6:00 pm. We will meet at Mick Ryan 
Park in Milton (at the huge fig tree) at 4:30 pm (sharp) 
and then travel approximately 4km to the Wilfords Lane 
Wetlands where South East Local Land Services is 
planning to build Ulladulla's first bird hides, on private 
property. The guide will be Charles Dove. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dinner (6pm) 
After the birdwatching we can have dinner at the 
Swordfish Restaurant in the Milton Ulladulla Bowling Club 
from 6:00 pm until 7:00 pm. The menu can be viewed at 
www.miltonulladullabowlingclub.com.au/menu.html 
 
AGM (7pm) 
This year's AGM will be held at the Milton Ulladulla 
Bowling Club (68 St Vincent Street, Ulladulla) at 7pm on 
Tuesday 19th February. 
 
If you would like to nominate for the committee you have 
until 22nd January. Nominations can be submitted in any 
form you like (written, emailed, phoned) to the Secretary 
or President of BirdLife Shoalhaven. 
 
The AGM will be held in a private meeting room upstairs 
at the Bowling Club. The meeting should only take about 
half an hour or so, and will be followed by our fun, 
famous and now traditional Bird Trivia Quiz. 
 
Bird Trivia Quiz (7:30 pm - ish) 
This year all the questions are multiple choice, so the 
correct answers will be right there in front of you - easy! 
The trivia quiz should be done and dusted by 9pm which 
should give everyone plenty of time to get home at a 
reasonable hour. 
 
As usual, there will be 50 questions in the Bird Trivia Quiz, 
with this year's questions divided into 5 sets of 10 related 
questions. The subjects of the 5 sets will be - 

¶ famous birds 

¶ how well do you know your local birds 

¶ numbers and statistics 

¶ literature and popular culture 
¶ total trivia 

Come along for the birdwatching, dinner, AGM and trivia 
and you will have a great night! 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 (Tuesday 19th February 2019) 

http://www.miltonulladullabowlingclub.com.au/menu.html
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President 's Report  
- by Rob Dunn 

2018 was another active year for BirdLife Shoalhaven! 

Every year sees highs and lows in our bird conservation 
work, but in 2018 two wins stood out.  

The Lake Wollumboola Protection Association 
successfully fought the proposed developments of a golf 
course at the Lake and a major housing and commercial 
expansion at West Culburra. This achievement has been 
acknowledged by BirdLife Australia, as part of BirdLife 
International's KBA program. It is not every day that a 
small community organisation can act locally and make a 
global difference. In 2018 the Association did just that! 

The second win was the huge community effort which 
forced Council to reverse its decision to make Cudmirrah 
Beach open to off-leash dogs. The seemingly ever-
increasing rise in the number of tourists and dogs 
continues, but at least with this decision there was a 
sense of achievement for everyone involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As in previous years, BLS arranged for a number of guest 
speakers on various bird issues, while MUD Birders, 
Shoalhaven Birdwatchers and BLS members maintained a 
full calendar of bird walks. In October the inaugural Bird 
Haven Festival in Shoalhaven Heads added greatly to the 
understanding and appreciation of our birds. The event 
was a huge success, drawing over 100 people, many of 
whom openly identified themselves as birding novices, 
and others who had especially travelled from out of the 
area. This proved that bird tourism has real potential in 
the Shoalhaven and that there are lots of local people 
who want to learn more and be involved. The organisers 
are already in the planning stage for this year to make it 
even bigger and better. So, put the weekend of 19 & 20 
October 2019 in your diaries now!  

At the beginning of 2018, the BLS Committee set itself 
the challenge of building Shoalhaven's first bird hide and 
promoting some of our bird walks with interpretative 
signage. We are still in the planning stage on a number of 
fronts, but several exciting opportunities have arisen. 

  
There are three new bird hides planned to be built on 
two private properties at Burrill Lake, funded by South 
East Local Land Services; the existing bird viewing 
platform at Lake Wollumboola is due to be renovated and 
expanded by Council and, with funds raised at the Bird 
Haven Festival and as part of OEH's Migratory Shorebirds 
Save our Species grant, we hope to have signage installed 
at the Lake, Shoalhaven Heads and other bird walk 
locations. Watch this space!  

Our magazines show that BLS and our network continue 
to make a difference for the conservation of our birds. 
This is underpinned by our expanding supporter base. BLS 
now has 600 members and supporters; a number which 
continues to increase each year. This is driven by 
community interest in our conservation work, more talks 
and walks, community group presentations, the Bird 
Haven Festival (coinciding with the Aussie Backyard Bird 
Count), and many of you who have forwarded the BLS 
Magazine to your friends or sent them to our website. On 
that subject, we now have a new-look website! It has all 
our Magazines, an increasing number of bird walks, 
details on our conservation projects and campaigns, a 
calendar of events, an emerging bird photo library, all our 
latest news and it looks great! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks for everyone's support for BLS and bird 
conservation in 2018. 2019 will inevitably bring more 
conservation challenges for BLS, but hopefully more wins 
to celebrate together, as well as opportunities to learn 
more about our birds with other interesting, fun people. I 
look forward to playing my own part in all of this and 
catching up with many of you in the year ahead. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Conservation Officer Report  
Summer 2018 / 2019 - by Chris Grounds 

There are many doors into the conservation room but 
one of the most engaging is first hand encounters with 
threatened species and their habitats. 

Participation in the NPWS Shorebird Recovery Project 
provides an access to some interesting bird and habitat 
conservation for about 100 volunteers in the Shoalhaven 
"Save Our Species" project. 

Two species are the focus for this report: 

¶ Pied Oystercatcher (Haematopus longirostris): 
endangered threatened species in NSW, otherwise 
secure. 

¶ Hooded Plover (Thinornis rubricollis): critically 
endangered threatened species in NSW; vulnerable in 
Victoria and South Australia, and Federal listing. 

In Booderee National Park this season, successful shore-
bird breeding created interest for Park staff, particularly 
the Natural Resources Team as well as the local Wreck 
Bay community who are the park owners and some of 
whom are NPWS volunteers.  

Movement and migration of breeding pairs of Hooded 
Plover and Pied Oystercatchers was certainly a major and 
developing theme. 

In 2016-17 a pair of Pied Oystercatchers nested near 
HMAS Creswell and were subsequently sighted at Green-
patch with a 3 week old chick around Christmas (see 
photo below). This was said to be a first for the site. The 
chick didn't survive but the parents stayed for some time, 
mixing with peak season visitor numbers.  

One of the parents has a Yellow Flag "YW", which was 
traced to Corner Inlet in Victoria, adjacent to Wilsons 
Promontory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This pair were discovered again on November 18th 2018 
after an extended absence, in the corner of the Green-
patch estuary with a one week old chick but the trio 
disappeared from the locality soon after, almost certainly 
due to relentless people pressure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another shorebird breeding failure seemed likely until 
our Jervis Bay KBA Guardian, Karen Davis, came across 
some POCs at a visit to Hole In The Wall (two kilometres 
east of Greenpatch) one month later.  

That information created some excitement and a quick 
check on December 17th revealed that the trio had 
survived and the chick was thriving in ideal habitat. It was 
now five weeks old, having migrated two kilometres 
along the coastline as a tiny, young chick.  

The faultless verification for this sighting was of course, 
the Yellow YW flag on one of the parents, probably the 
father. The value of a flag! 

That chick fledged on Boxing Day but the trio remained 
well settled in the Hole-In-The-Wall beach-reef-lagoon 
habitat until another movement back and forth between 
Greenpatch and Hole-In-The-Wall commenced in mid-
January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 Greenpatch Chick of Victorian POC "YW" 

 Greenpatch chick 2018 

Greenpatch / Hole in the Wall juvenile and mum 2019 
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The migration theme of this story of these POCs involves 
Victoria but also a stretch of shoreline on Jervis Bay. 

Another interesting element of the 2018  POC migration 
arose on Cave Beach during Hooded Plover monitoring. 

In late November a POC attracted some special attention 
on Cave Beach because of a red "2N" flag. It arrived with 
an unflagged companion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The colour was an alert of course and the code "2N" 
begged investigation. 

The assistance of BirdLife Australia's Shorebird specialist, 
Dan Weller, identified the POC as having been flagged at 
Western Port in Victoria. Another Victorian migrant! This 
bird was subsequently seen on a regular basis at either 
Cave Beach or Bherwerre Beach but was not involved in 
breeding. 

A fascinating tit-bit of information was also provided to 
indicate a POC with a similar red flag - "1N" - had been 
logged on the South Island of New Zealand. Apparently 
migration of Pied Oystercatchers between Australia and 
New Zealand is not unknown! 

Consider for a moment how much of this story would be 
missing without the leg flags ... 

Hooded Plovers 
It seemed as well that even the Cave Beach Hooded 
Plovers were involved in their own mini-migrations. The 
well-known C7 - E6 pair moved from their Cool Season 
abode on Bherwerre Beach back to Cave Beach and 
established their first nest of three eggs in early 
September. 

Later in the month the hen, C7, left mate E6 with the 
three egg nest at Cave Beach and returned to Bherwerre 
Beach. She was to return, but the nest was lost, probably 
by the time she was back on Cave Beach.  

Tough gig for E6 but he stuck with C7 and by mid-
November there was another three egg nest.  

C7 had left E6 in her earlier life for another male - M9 -
and nested for a few seasons on Cave Beach without 
success. More of a temporary interpersonal migration!  

Incidentally, M9 disappeared totally in the 2017-18 
breeding season - perhaps a celestial migration? 

Undaunted, the reproductive and romantic C7 took up 
with her old beau E6 soon after!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

A second three egg nest in 2018 produced three chicks by 
November 2nd with two chicks surviving past November 
19th to fledge later in December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New Victorian migrant POC "Red 2N" 

The Hoodie three chick troop lasted for two weeks 

The two Hoodie fledglings 
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Then the migration theme resumed on the shoreline with 
the C7 - E6 breeding pair showing up at the Mary Cove 
Beach, immediately east of Cave Beach in the Wreck Bay 
Community Territory, and they have a surviving two egg 
nest, regularly monitored by Park Rangers and Wreck Bay 
community members. 

The downside to all of this is of course, is that Mary Cove 
lagoon and beach is one of the major, identified and 
known PFAS contamination sites. 

The mother - C7 - has nested on all three Booderee 
Beaches over the last five summer breeding seasons with 
two partners and in the current season has moved 
between these beaches on two occasions, leaving her 
partner E6 of the early day then rejoining him for a 
successful nesting this season prior to another site move. 

She is, it seems, a little restless! 

This story had a postscript in early January when Ralph 
Stadus from Illawarra Birders logged a trip to Shoalhaven 
Heads on E-Bird. His data included a sighting and 
photograph (see below) of a Juvenile Hooded Plover at 
the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Though unflagged, all other evidence including photo 
matching suggested this was almost certainly one of the 
two surviving juveniles from Cave Beach. This bird could 
not be seen in subsequent site checks but the evidence 
was in.  

Consideration of the 35km journey north for this juvenile 
Hoodie from Cave Beach to the Shoalhaven Heads river 
entrance generates some interesting thoughts on 
shorebird movement and migration. 

There is more to bird migration than meets the eye. It is a 
fabulous story - and leg flagging really helps!   

Hoodie Juvenile at Shoalhaven Heads  
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Conservation Curiosities   
  - by Chris Grounds 

As we birders know, one-off encounters occur, which are 
of special interest. This is the first article of many (we 
hope) that record some of these in our area. It is also 
hoped that our members and supporters will contribute 
with a short story and ideally a photo - any photo - for 
future editions. Come on BLS members - "show and tell" 
the amazing birdlife of the Shoalhaven. Just email me at 
solum306@gmail.com 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Bherwerre Wetland Art Installation at Sanctuary Point 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The conservation of the Bherwerre Wetland at Sanctuary 
Point has been progressing for four years now. Council 
has approved a Concept Plan for their own land, which 
has St Georges Basin frontage. The wetland has an 
amazing array of ecology from Wet Sclerophyll Forest to 
Saltmarsh, and Mangrove and Sea Grass meadows. The 
recent opening of the Art Installation facing Larmer 
Avenue was the result of a lot of community input. Birds 
of the site feature in the installation panels, which will be 
rotated to display different panels of the nine erected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Beach Stone Curlew at Shoalhaven Heads 
(Esacus magnirostris) 

One of the three known Critically Endangered species of 
the Jervis CMA region, this enigmatic species is seen 
occasionally in the Shoalhaven, especially in the broader 
Crookhaven-Orient Point area. This individual at 
Shoalhaven Heads has been a recent focus of special 
birder interest. The NSW Government Environment and 
Heritage site notes that a 2000 survey recorded a 
minimum of just 13 individuals for NSW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

photo: Chris Grounds 

photo: Brett Davis photo: Chris Grounds 

mailto:solum306@gmail.com
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Regent Honeyeater at Nowra 
(Anthochaera phrygia) 

This beautiful and strongly migratory honeyeater is one 
of the three known Critically Endangered species of the 
Jervis CMA area, all of which have been on the sightings 
and news agenda in the Shoalhaven this Warm season. 

This particular bird was seen hanging out with other 
honeyeaters among trees adjacent to the Shoalhaven 
Council building in Nowra. What great support for urban 
tree advocacy, but even that argument was embellished 
when regular sightings of the species (possibly the same 
bird) occurred in the Wollongong Botanic Gardens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Regent Honeyeater is Critically Endangered federally 
and in NSW and Victoria, and Endangered in Queensland, 
South Australia and Western Australia. There are limited 
recorded sightings in the Atlas of Living Australia (ALA) in 
the Shoalhaven. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Hooded Plover at Shoalhaven Heads 
(Thinornis rubricollis) 

This species completes the trio of Critically Endangered 
species in the Jervis CMA region. The well-known pair (C7 
and E6) from Booderee National Park produced three 
chicks from a second nest, two of which survived and 
fledged in 2018. These individuals are at the far northern 
limit of the distribution of the species in S E Australia. 
There are 60 individual birds in NSW.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Given the rarity of the species and their lack of 
reproductive success, this was a very special event. It 
became even more remarkable when one of the 
unflagged, juvenile pair turned up at Shoalhaven Heads 
recently. An alert Illawarra birder not only got a good 
sighting but good photographs. Well done Ralph. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Glossy Black Cockatoo hen at Bherwerre Wetland 
(Calyptoryhynchus lathami) 

No sooner had Norm Webb and friends enjoyed the 
formal opening and NPWS talk at the Jervis Bay Maritime 
Museum for the "Save Our Glossies" planting site, than a 
special report of the species turned up. Norm was told of 
some Glossy Black Cockatoos hanging out in the 
Bherwerre Wetland and passed on the message for 
investigation. Sure enough the female (below) and a 
juvenile male were settled in on casuarinas on the bank 
of Cockrow Creek feasting on their favourite food. Well at 
least a pestered but patient mum was, though the 
juvenile was getting good directions to self-sufficiency. 
The bird catalogue for Bherwerre Wetland, established 
by BLS members, had not included the threatened 
species to date over three years of observations, so it was 
a special sighting. The species is Vulnerable in all four 
states where it occurs and is Endangered at a Federal 
level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

photo: Kim Touzel 

photo: Ralph Stadus 

photo: Chris Grounds 
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Buff-banded Rail at Sanctuary Point 
(Gallirallus philippensis) 

Keen birder, Christine Rigg, was exploring the Sanctuary 
Point Road Reserve near her home when the bird below 
popped out of the lush ground vegetation. A quick 
sighting and a mobile phone photo certainly suggests a 
Buff-banded Rail and this has been followed by some 
other possible sightings. A quite rare sighting? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The species is "Secure" however the Atlas of Living 
Australia shows no recorded sightings for the Illawarra or 
Shoalhaven of this bird, though there are a number on 
the Far South Coast. The Birdata Atlas has three single 
sightings in the Bay and Basin, though Sussex Inlet has 
thirteen recorded sightings. This may simply reflect that 
the Birdata information has not yet been transferred over 
to the ALA, and/or there is a keen birder at Sussex Inlet! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Bar-tailed Godwit at Sanctuary Point 
(Limosa lapponica) 

The remarkable, migratory, threatened Bar-tailed Godwit 
is well enough known to Shoalhaven birders. We are used 
to seeing them in coastal shoreline places like Lake 
Wollumboola, usually in large flocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, in a "first on record" in the ALA for St Georges 
Basin, a solo bird turned up on a shoal at Paradise Beach 
at Sanctuary Point. It remained for a few days hanging 
out with other shore and water birds at a creek entrance 
before moving on to places unknown. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Peacocks in the Park (male Indian Peafowl) 

For some weeks before Xmas, two Peacocks were seen 
beside Naval College Road, slowly making their way 
toward Booderee NP. They ended up at Greenpatch prior 
to joining the Bristol Point campers, convincing some 
unsuspecting visitors they were actually part of the park's 
birdlife. Talk about "birds in your backyard"! 

The origins of the birds lay in their purchase or hire for 
wedding ceremonies, particularly on beaches. Apparently 
peacocks make a nice embellishment to wedding photos, 
but they tend to wander off ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Urban Tree Nesting 

The Australian Raven, Red Wattlebird, Magpie Lark and 
Australian Hobby are not threatened species - so how do 
they belong to the theme of this article? 

Well it comes down to one of the major conservation 
issues in the Shoalhaven and its urban areas - native tree 
preservation and associated habitat preservation. 

Two individual trees, a Scribbly Gum and a Spotted Gum, 
each within ten metres of the "To The Point" Café in the 
main shopping centre at Sanctuary Point and within easy 
vision whilst relaxing over a great coffee, have offered 
great nest observations. 

Very relaxed birding! 

photo: Chris Grounds 

photo: Christine Rigg 
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The Magpie Lark (above) and Red Wattlebird (above 
right) nested right on the busy street in the Scribbly Gum. 
The Australian Raven (below) nested in the Spotted Gum 
behind the café.  

A follow-on attempt to use this discarded nest by an 
Australian Hobby was foiled by some Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo aggression.  

What value the urban tree? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Wilford s Lane Wetlands  
- by Charles Dove 

After arriving in Ulladulla I was first introduced to the 
Wilfords Lane Wetlands by local knowledgeable birding 
enthusiast Bob Rusk, and was later introduced to the 
owner of the access farm to the wetlands, Wal Payten. I 
developed a friendship with Wal, and over the years since 
he would inform me about what he has been seeing on 
the wetland. His family first established this farm in the 
1880's and has helped to maintain and protect this 
secluded wetland south of Milton on the edge of upper 
Burrill Lake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Milton Ulladulla region has proved to be very rich 
and diverse in birdlife and, in particular, the Wilfords 
Lane Wetlands - with over 134 species having been 
recorded in this small area.  

The waters of the wetlands have two sections, one 
section being a lot more brackish than the other. The 
image at left shows just part of the first pond which is fed 
by two fresh water streams on one side, and a salt water 
tidal inlet on the other. The upper pond (not seen in the 
image) is mainly fresh water and has a lot more reeds etc. 
on the edges. 

Large numbers of ducks and marsh birds inhabit the first 
pond during the year, accompanied by various waders in 
the summer migration months. 

The ponds are both on Private Property and can only be 
accessed with the owner's permission. For more details 
please contact Charles Dove 0417 422 302 or email 
powerart@bigpond.net.au 

The ponds are both surrounded by grassland with a mix 
of tussock and saltmarsh vegetation and will often have 
cattle and sheep feeding in the paddocks, which seems to 
supply a few nutrients to the ponds as well.  

  

mailto:powerart@bigpond.net.au
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The creeks supplying fresh water are lined with a number 
of different reeds and grasses and are host to a number 
of different birds. Superb Fairy-wrens and Red-browed 
Finches can be seen all year, but during summer Golden-
headed Cisticolas, Little Grassbirds and Australian Reed-
Warblers arrive, while the adjacent fields are often a 
home to Brown Quail, Australasian Pipit, Rufous Songlark 
and many other species. 

The mostly freshwater pond does attract a number of 
birds, but not as many as the brackish pond, in particular 
Black Swans, which often nest there, Australasian Grebe 
and, during the summer, the Latham's Snipe is a regular 
with the Australian Painted Snipe on the odd occasion.  

Many raptors are attracted to the ponds and benefit 
from the many food sources, both large and small. The 
Australian Hobby is often seen taking dragonflies around 
the ponds, the Black-shouldered Kite and Nankeen 
Kestrel can be seen hovering over the fields for mice and 
lizards, with the larger raptors like the Wedge-tailed 
Eagles, White-bellied Sea-Eagles, Whistling Kites, Brown 
Falcons and Swamp Harriers feeding on whatever they 
can catch. The raptors can be seen around the ponds for 
most of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Brandis, a fellow enthusiastic birder, and I often 
visit the wetlands and sometimes come across the 
Latham's Snipe near the tussocks in summer, but one 
time we were fortunate to see them up close feeding 
along the edge of the freshwater pond. 

Bird hides for the wetlands 
With the recent construction of the Burrill Lake Bridge 
some funds have been made available as compensation 
for damage to the seagrass of the lake area around the 
bridge. A portion of these funds has been set aside to 
help preserve these wetlands with the co-operation of 
the owners, and through Andrew Britton, the Land 
Services Officer, South East Local Land Services. 

I met with Andrew accidently one day and he mentioned 
what he was doing. I told him of my interest in these 
wetlands and found that our interests were very similar. 

After a number of discussions about fencing and bird 
hides, I volunteered to assist with the construction of 
some bird hides on both properties. 

I managed to get permission from the owners - Wal and 
Terry - for the bird hides to be built on their properties.  
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After drawing up a rough sketch I approached the 
Ulladulla Men's Shed to see if they were interested in 
doing the initial building of the panels needed to 
construct the bird hides, and they agreed - if I could get 
some plans drawn up. 

With this in mind I approached another of our keen bird 
club members, Mike Jefferis (BirdLife Shoalhaven 
committee member), who has the ability and skills 
needed, and thankfully he agreed. At present the plans 
and costings have been submitted to Andrew and we are 
waiting to see if he can organize the necessary funding. 

If (when) successful we will need volunteers to erect the 
partially assembled bird hides under the direction of 
Mike Jefferis. Two of the bird hides will be stand alone 
and the other will need to be fenced in with a gate.  

A couple of signs for each bird hide have also been costed 
and will include the history of the Wetlands given by Wal 
Wilford from the family history since 1880, as well as 
many bird photos and a bird list of this special area. 

The logos of both the MUDbirders and BirdLife 
Shoalhaven along with the Ulladulla Men's Shed and 
other involved participants are to be included. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Brandis, Bob Rusk and myself have made up a bird 
list for this site. Some of the sightings might surprise a 
few people, and help make us realize how important this 
area is for the Shoalhaven's natural history. 
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An Interview with Norm Webb  
- with Brett Davis 

Norm Webb lives in St Georges Basin with his wife 
Maureen. Since moving to the area almost 30 years ago, 
he has been a proactive volunteer in organisations like 
NANA, Bushcare and Parkcare, and has promoted bird 
conservation through a long series of articles in a local 
magazine, and by spreading awareness of the threat to 
small birds by domestic cats in urban and suburban areas. 

Norm's garden has been purpose-built for small birds and 
other wildlife, and he has helped neighbours build similar 
gardens which have been linked through a streetscaped 
corridor. Also, three public reserves in St Georges Basin 
have benefited from Norm's great work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
The interview took place on Norm's back deck over-
looking his backyard on January 11th 2019. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
BLS: So Norm, can you tell me about your early life? 

NW: I was born in 1941, so I'm 77. I grew up in Maroubra 
in Sydney in the late 1940s and early 50s. There were 
large areas of sandstone escarpment, scrub, stone 
quarries and sand hills. I remember finding a Blue Wren's 
nest and was taken by the beauty of these small birds. 
Other birds I remember seeing are Silvereyes, Turtle-
doves, Bulbuls and Indian Mynas. 

BLS: Your interest in birds started when you were a child? 

NW: That's right. I did keep pigeons at one time, and I 
kept Yorkshire Canaries, so I was into aviary birds as well. 
Yorkshire Canaries are one of the breeds. They are a little 
bit bigger than a normal canary; they are quite robust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLS: Was Maroubra a good place to live? 

NW: It had large areas undeveloped - it's a bit sad to go 
back there now - but there was a group of us who hung 
around together. It wasn't far to the beach and we were 
always up in the scrub which wasn't very far away.  

The sandstone escarpments were great, but they have all 
been blown apart and there are bloody big houses built 
there now. It's a real horror to go back there to see what 
they've done to it. 

We had a wonderful time in the area. We used to go to 
quarries and catch Green and Gold Bell Frogs, and take 
them home and put them in our ponds. They were 
everywhere at the time - nowhere near getting on the 
endangered list.  

All those places are gone now. The quarry doesn't even 
have any water in it - they've turned it into a park! You 
can still see the cuttings that was done where the stone 
was taken out, but they filled them in with soil and 
covered them with grass.  

BLS: What did you do when you left school? 

NW: I was an apprentice carpenter and worked in the 
building trade, but I eventually joined the railways, still as 
a carpenter, but most of the work just involved building 
billboards - nothing of any great importance, but it was a 
good, steady job, and I stayed in it for 23 years. 

BLS: When did you leave Maroubra? 

NW: When I was 27 I got married and moved to 
Eastlakes, which is near Mascot. There are a couple of 
golf courses there - The Lakes, and the Eastlake Golf Club. 
Later on I used to play golf at Eastlakes - it was a working 
class golf course and it was pretty cheap to play, but it 
was similar to the Lakes - the flash golf course - where it 
cost a fortune. We still had the lovely lakes and the birds. 

(Some Red-browed Finches fly into Norm's bird feeder) 

BLS: Your bird feeder looks like an old birdcage. Is it open 
at the back for the birds to get in? 

Norm Webb 

Yorkshire Canary 












































