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Bird watching , AGM, Dinner, Trivia Quiz (Tuesday 19th February 2019

&

birdlife

SHOALHAVEN

This year's AGM will be held in Ulladulla on Tuesday 19thbinner (6pm)

February. Prior to the AGM there will be a bird walk for After the birdwatching we can have dinner at the
those attending theAGM, followed by dinner at the swordfish Restaurant in the Milton Ulladulla Bowling Club
Swordfish Restaurant in the Milton Ulladulla BOW“ng from 6:00 pm until 7:00 pm. The menu can be viewed at

Cluh the AGM and the Bird Trivia Quizhe night should  www. miltonulladullabowlinglub.com.au/menu.htm!
finish by 9pmA detailedtimetable is shown below.

su.’()-‘z‘(//z:s/z

ULLADULLA

‘educational

_ _ AGM(7pm)
Birdwatching (4:30pm) This year's AGM will be held at the Milton Ulladulla

Prior to the AGM there will be a birdwating activity — Bowling Club (68 St Vincent Street, Ulladulla) at 7pm on
from 4:30 pm until 6:00 pm. We will meet at Mick Ryan Tyesday 19th February.

Park in Milton (at the huge fig tree) at 4:30 pm (sharp)

and then travel approximately 4km to the Wilfartlane  |f you would like to nominate for the committee you have
Wetlands where South East Local Land Services igntil 22nd January. Nominatiorsin be submitted in any
planning to build Ulladwul's first bird hides, on private form you like (written, emailed, phoned) to the Secretary
property. The guide will be Charles Dove. or President of BirdLife Shoalhaven.

: The AGM will be held in a private meeting room upstairs

2, T M i Iton at the Bowling Club. The meeting should only take about

: ' : half an houror so, and will be followed by our fun,

: famous and now traditional Bird Trivia Quiz.
Bird Trivia QuiZ7:30pm - ish)
This year all the questions are multiple choice, so the
correct answers will be right there in front of yeeasy!
The trivia quiz should be dona@ dusted by 9pm which
should give everyone plenty of time to get home at a
reasonable hour.

As usual, there will be 50 questions in the Bird Trivia Quiz,
with this year's questions divided into 5 sets of 10 related
guestions. The subjects of the 5 setil Wwe-

9 famous birds

1 how well do you know your local birds
9 numbers and statistics

1 literature and popular culture

1 total trivia

Come along for the birdwatching, dinner, AGM and trivia
and you will have a great night!
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President 's Report
-by Rob Dunn  There are three new bird hides planned to be built on

two private properties at Burrill Lake, funded by South

2018wasanother active year foBirdLife Shoalhaven! East Local Land Servicethe existing bird viewing
Every year sees highs and lows in our bird conservatioplatform at Lake Wollumboola is due to be renovated and
work, but in 2018two wins stood ot expanded by Council and, with funds raised at the Bird

Haven Festival and as part of O&Migratory Shorebirds

The Lake ~Wollumboola ~Protection  Association Save our Species grant, we hope to have signage installed
successfully fought the propo_sed deV(_anpments of a gqlf t the Lake, Shoalhaven Heads and other bird walk
course _at the Lake and a major_housmg and commerua%cations. Watch this spate
expansion at West Culburra. This achievement has been
acknowledged by BirdLife Australia, as paftBirdLife =~ Our magazines show that BLS and our network continue
Internationals KBA program. It is not every day that a to make a difference for the conservation of our birds.
small community organisation can act locally and make alhis is underpinned by our expanding supporter base. BLS
global difference. In 2018 the Association did just that! ~now has 600 rembers and supporters; a number which
continues to increase each year. This is driven by

community interest in our conservation work, more talks
and walks, community group presentations, the Bird
Haven Festivalcoinciding with the Aussie Backyard Bird
Couwnt), and many of you who have forwarded the BLS
Magazine to your friends or sent them to our website. On
that subject, we now have a nelwok website! It has all

E : 4 - our Magazines, an increasing number of bird walks,
details on our conservation projects andngaaigns, a
calendar of events, an emerging bird photo library, all our
latest news and it looks great!

The second win was the huge community effort which
forced Council to revse its decision to make Cudmirrah
Beach open to offeash dogs. The seemingly ever
increasing rise in the number of tourists and dogs
continues, but at least with this decision there was a
sense of achievement for everyone involved.

\4 ... the voice for birds in the Shoalhaven “ 3) v||_- E [ f Bl
birdlife s Ry

RDS BIRD WALKS PROJECTS CAMPAIGNS ABOUT US

,,,,,

he Sheelheven en the NSW Seuth Coest
Is heme te eh eezine cuey ef biies
EIG IS & eece fer biiewetchels.

Lz e She 1 premoeles
& Lelter uheastenclnge of cut blics
chneavelhs trelessly (e ensuie thelt suwvivel.

As in previos yearsBLS arranged for a number of guest g
speakers on various bird issues, while MUD Birders,
Shoalhaven Birdwatchers and BLS members maintained |&
full calendar of bird walks. In October the inaugural Bird| 5%
Haven Festival in Shoalhaven Heads added graatlye

understanding and appreciation of our birds. The event
was a huge success, drawing over 100 people, many of
whom openly identified themselves as birding novijces 3‘¢'«i’~af'—é4’ﬁo}
and others who had especially travelled from out of the ’ i

area. This proved that bird twism has real potential in | e
the Shoalhaven and that there are lots of local people| . e J 'g\w
who want to learn more and be involved. The organiser : 3 == "
are already in the planning stage for this year to make it

even bigger and better. So, put the weekend of 19 & 20Many thanks for everyorie support for BLS and bird
Octaber 2019 in your diaries now! conservation in 2018. 2019 will inevitably bring more

At the beginning of 2018, the BLS Committee set itselffOnservation challenges for Bl hopefully more wins

the challenge of building Shoalhavefirst bird hide and [0 celebrate together, as well as opportunities to learn
promoting some of our bird walks with interpretative MOre about our birds with other interesting, fun people. |

signage. W are still in the planning stage on a number of 100K forward to playing my own part in all of this and
fronts, but several exciting opportunities have arisen. catching up with many of you in the year ahead.

(48

Self-guided walks ... Get the walks brochure ... &
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Conservation Officer Report This pair were discovered again on November 1818
Summer 2018 / 2019by ChrisGrounds ~ after an extended absence, in the corner of the Green
patch estuary with a one week old chickthbine trio

There are many doors into theoeservation room but  gisannearedrom the localitysoon after, almost certainly
one of the most engaging is first hand encounters with y e to relentless people pressure.

threatened specieand their habitats. -
Participation in the NPWS Shorebird Recovery Proje‘

provides an access to some interesting bird and habita
conservation for about 100 volunteers in the Shoalhaveng
"Save Our Species" project.

Two species are the focus for this report:

i Pied Oystercatcher (Haematopus longirostr)js
endangered threatened species in NSW, otherwiseg@asa
secure. %

1 Hooded Plover (Thinornis rubricollis critically
endangered threatened species in NSWilnerable in
Victoria and South Australiand Federal listing.

In Booderee National Park this seasenccessful shore s
bird breeding created interest for Park staff, particularly |« -
the Natural Resources Team as welltlas local Wreck

Bay Community who are thpark owners andsome of Another shorebird breeding failure seemed Ilkely until
whom areNPWS volunteers. our Jervis Bay KBA Guardian, KabDavis came across

L _ _ some POCs at a visit to Hole In The \(fiaib kilometres
Movement and migration of breeding pairs of Hooded of Greenpatchyne month later.

Plover and Pied Oystercatchers was certainly a major and
developing theme. That information created some excitement and a quick

check on December 17 revealed that the trio had
survived and the chick was thriving in idbabitat It was

now five weeksold, having migrated two kilometres
along the coastline as a tinyoung chick.

In 201617 a pair ofPied Oystercatchermested near
HMAS Creswell and were subsequently sighted at Green
patch with a 3 week old chick amnd Christmas (see
photo below).This was said to be a first for the site. The

chick didrt survive but the parents stayed for some time The faultless verificatiofior this sightingwas of course,
mixing with peak season visitor numbers. the Yellow YW flag on one of the parents, probably the

_ father. The value of a flag!
One of the parents has a Yellow FlagN', whichwas

traced to Corner Inlein Victoria, adjacent to Wilsons That chick fledged on Boxing Day but the trio remained
Promontory. well settled in the Holeln-TheWall beachreef-lagoon

, - habitat until another movement back and forth between
2016 Greenpatch Chick of,Victorian PQQV Greenpatch and Holn-TheWall commenced in mid
- 4 January.

£
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The migration theme of this story of these POCs involve<7had left E6 in heearlier life for another male M9 -
Victoria but also a stretch of shoreline on Jervis Bay. and nested for a few seasons on Cave Beach without

X .
Another interesting element of the 2018 POC migration successMore of a temporary interpersonal migration!

arose on Cave Beach during Hooded Plover monitoring. Incidentally, M9 disappeared totally ithe 2017-18

_ _ : ) o
In late November a POC attracted some special attentlonbreecilng seasonperhaps a celestial migration?

on Cave Beach because of a red "2N" flagrrived with  Undaunted, the reproductive and romantic C7 took up
an unflagged companion. with her old beau E6 soon after!

New Victorian migrant PORed 2N

The colour was an alert of course and the cd@"
begged investigatio.

A second three egg nest in 2018 produced three chicks by
The assistance of BirdLife Australia's Shorebird specialishovember 2nd with two chicks surviving past Bamber

Dan Weller, identified the POC as having been flagged at9th to fledge later in December.

Western Port in VictorigAnother Victorian migrant! This “
bird was subsequently seen on a regular basis at eithe
Cave Beach or BherwerBeach butwasnot involved in
breeding.

A fascinating tibit of information was also provided to
indicate a POC with a simileed flag- "1N' - had been
logged on theSouth Island of New Zealandhpparently
migration of Pied Oystercatchers between Australia and
New Zealands not unknowt

T IR S ot

Consider for a moment how much of this story would be
missing without the leg flags.

Hooded Plovers
It seemed as well that even the Cave Beach Hoodec
Plovers were involved in thedbwn minimigrations.The
well-known C7- E6 pair moved from theiCool Season
abode on Bherwerre Beachack to Cave Beachand
established their first nest of three eggs in early
September.

Later in the month the hen, C7, left mate E6 with the
three egg est at CavBeachand returned to Bherwerre
Beach. She was to returhut the nest was lost, probably
by the time she was back on Ca&each

Tough gig for E6 but he stuck with7 and by mid The two Hoodie fledglings
November there was another three egg nest.
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St Georges Basiy‘
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Then the migration theme resumed on the shoreline with Though unflagged, all other evidence including photo
the C7- E6 breeding pair showing up tte Mary Cove  matching suggested this was almost certainly one of the
Beach, immediately east of Cave Beach inWeeck Bay two surviving juveniles from Cave Beach. This bird could
Community Territoryand they have a surviving two egg not be seen in subsequent site checks but the evidence
nest, regularly monitored by Park Rangers and Wreck Bawas in.

community mempers. Consideration of th&5kmjourney north for this juvenile

The downside to all of this is of coursethatMary Cove  Hoodie from Cave Beach the Shoalhaven Heads river
lagoon and beach is one of the major, identified and entrance generates some interesting thoughts on
known PFAS contamination sites. shorebird movement and migration.

The mother- C7 - has nested on all three Booderee There is more to bird migration than meets the ejtes a
Beaches over the last five summer breeding seasons witliabulous story andleg flagging really helps!
two partners and in the current season has moved
between these beaches on two occasions, leaving he
partner E6 of the arly day then rejoining him for a /
successful nesting this season prior to another site move) /
_ ./ Shoalhaven
This story had a postscript in early January when Ralp o\ f Heads
Stadus from lllawarra Birders logged a trip to Shoalhave B - \
Heads on #Bird. His dataincluded a sighting and

photograph (see below) of a Juvenile Hooded Plover a
the site.

She is, it seems, a little restless!

Cave Beach
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Co y onservatlon of the Far Eastern CurleW

SHOREBIRDS WALK AND TALK

With Chris Grounds, BirdLife Shoalhaven

Sunday the 20" January 2019
9:00am —11:00am

River Road Reserve, Shoalhaven Heads

© Eugene Cheah, EAAFP

Come along and join us on a short walk to observe and learn about the Shoalhaven’s
fascinating migratory shorebirds that have returned from their epic journey from the Arctic
Circle. Discover our beach-nesting shorebirds and how to protect them.

Bookings essential: Email lduff@cva.org.au or text M: 0432688775

Wear sturdy shoes and sun-smart clothes. Bring water and binoculars if you have them.

&
6“ City Council birdllfe

nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

c

National
Landcare

cOnse rvati On Australian GO\;-mlmul
Volunteers Australia N e P s T S i Ry v Wi
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Conservation Curiosities
- by ChrisGrounds  Beach Stone Curlew at Shoalhaven Heads

. . Esacus magnirostjis
As we birders know, oneff encounters occur, which are ( 9 )

of special interest. This is the first article of mafme One of the three known Ciritically Endangered species of
hope) that record some of these in our area. It is also the Jervis CMA region, this enigmatic species is seen
hoped that our members and supportevll contribute occasionally in the Shoalhaven, especially in the broader
with a short story and ideally a photoany photo- for CrookhaverOrient Point area. This individual at

future editions. Come on BltBembers- "show and tell Shoalhaven Heads has been a recent focus of special
the amazing birdlife of the Shoalhavehust email me at birder interest. The NSW Government Environment and
solum306@gmail.com Heritage site notes that a 2000 survey recenlda

minimum of just 13 individuals for NSW.

Bherwerre Wetland Art Installation at Sanctuary Point

' e
:

The conservation of the Bherwerre Wetland at Sanctuar
Point has been progressing for four years now. Counci
has approved a Concept Plan for their own land, whic
has St Georges Basin frontage. The wetland has a
amazing array of ecology from Wet Sclergibt-orest to
Saltmarsh,and Mangrove and Sea Grass meadows. The
recent opening of the Art Installation facing Larmer
Avenue was the result of a lot of community inpBirds

of the site feature in the installation panels, which will be
rotated to displaydifferent panels of the nine erected.
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Regent Honeyeater at Nowra

(Anthochaerephrygia) Given the rarity of the species and thelack of

This beautiful and strongly migratory honeyeater is onereproductve successthis was a very special event. It
of the three known Critically Endangered specieshef = became even more remarkable when one of the
Jervis CMA area, all of which have been on the sightinggnflagged, juvenile pair turned up at Shoalhaven Heads
and news agenda in the Shoalhaven this Warm season. recently. An alert lllawarra birder not only got a good

This particular bird was seen hanging out with other sighting but good photographs. Well done Ralph.

honeyeaters among trees adjacent to the Shoalhaven
Council buildingn Nowra What great sipport for urban  Glossy Black Cockatoo hen at Bherwerre Wetland
tree advocacybut even that argument was embellished (Calyptoryhynchus lathami

when regular sightingsf the species (possibly the same
bird) occurred in the Wollongong Botanic Gardens.

N \

No sooner had Norm Webb and friends enjoyed the
formal opening and NPWS talk at the Jervis Bay Maritime
Museum for the"Save Our Glossieplanting site than a
special report of the species turned ugorm was told of
some Glossy Black Cockatoos hangingt @n the
Bherwerre Wetland and passed on the message fo
investigation. Sure enough théemale (below) and a
juvenile male were settled in on casuarinas on the bank
of Cockrow Creek feasting on their favourite food. Well at
least a pestered but patient nmu was, though the
juvenile was getting good directions to ssiifficiency.
The bird catalogue for Bherwerre Wetland, established
by BLS members, had not included the threatened
species to date over three years of observati@stsit was

® b
photo: Kim Touzel" "/?K"

% W LN e ) ] a special sightingThe species is Vulnerable in all four
. . here i rs and is Endanger F ral
The Regent Honeyeatés Critically Endangerdederally fgste?S where it occurs and is dangered at a Federa

and in NSW and Victoriand Endangered in Queensland,
South Australia and Western Australighere are limited
recorded sightings in the Atlas of Living AustréhbA in
the Shoalhaven.

Hooded Plover at Shoalhaven Heads
(Thinornisrubricollig

This species completes the trio of Critically Endangered 4
species in the Jervis CMA regione Well-known pair (C7

and E§ from Booderee National Park produced three f
chicks from a second nest, two of which survived and
fledged in 2018. These individuals are at the far northern
limit of the distribution of the species in S E Australia.
There are 60 individual birds in NSW.

photo: Ralph Stadus
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Buff-banded Rail at Sanctuary Point

(Gallirallus philippens)s However, in dfirst on record in the ALA for St Georges

Keen birder, Christine Rigg, was exploring 8@nctuary  Basin, a solo bird turned up on a shoal at Paradise Beach
Point Road Reserve near her home wheae bird below  at Sanctuary Pointit remainedfor a few days hanging
popped out of the lush ground vegetation. A quick out with other shore and water birds at a creek entrance
sighting and a mobile phone photo certainly suggests aefore moving on to places unknown.

Buff-banded Rail and this has been followed by some
other possible sighting# quiterare sighting?

¢ ¥ . 4 o " Y
SN e

Peacocks in the Park (male Indian Peafowl)

For some weeks beferXmas,two Peacocks were seen
beside Naval College Road, slowly making their way
toward Booderee R. They ended up at Greenpatch prior
to joining the Bristol Point campers, convincing some
unsuspecting visitors they were actually partloé park's
birdlife. Talk about'birds in your backyattd

The origins of the birds lay in their purchase or hire for
wedding ceremonies, particularly on beachégparently
peacocksnake a nice embellishment to wedding pheto
but they tend to wander off ...

photo: Christine Rigg

The species is'Securé however the Atlas of Living : —
Australia shows no recorded sightings for the lllawarra 8 GREEN PATCH
Shoalhaven of this birdhough there are a number on & M| Y SECTION

the Far South Coast. The Birdata Atlas Haree single &5 AMPERS ONLY
sightings in the Bay and Basthough Sussex Inlet has g&gs
thirteen recorded sightings. This may simply reflect that &
the Birdata information has naotet been transferred over
to the ALAand/or there 5 a keen birder at Sussex Inlet!

Bar-tailed Godwit at Sanctuary Point
(Limosa lapponiga

The remarkable, migratory, threatened Bailed Godwit

is well enough known to Shoalhaven birdéige are used
to seeing them in casial shoreline @ces like Lake
Wollumboola, usually itargeflocks.

Urban Tree Nesting

The Australian Raven, Red Wattlebird,alypie Larkand
Australian Hobbyre not tlreatened species so how do
they belong to the themef this article?

Well it comesdown to one of the major conservation
issues in the Shoalhaven and its urban are@ative tree
preservation and associated habitat preservation.

Two individual trees, a Scribbly Gum and a Spotted Gum,
each within ten metres of theTo The PoiritCafé in the
main shopping centre at Sanctuary Point and within easy
vision whilst relaxing over a great coffee, have offered
great nest observations.

Very relaxed birding!
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The Magpie Lark(above)and Red Wattlebird(above
right) nestedright on the busy street in the Scribbly Gum
The Australian Raveftbelow) nestedn the Spotted Gum
behind the café.

A followon attempt to use this discarded nest lan
Australian Hobby was foiled by some Sulpbrgsted
Cockatoo aggression.

What valuethe urban tree?
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Wilford s Lane Wetlands
-by Charles Dove  The Milton Ulladulla region has proved to be very rich

and diversein birdlife and in particular the Wilfords

After arriving in Ulladulld was first introduced to the | Jhe Wwetlands - with over 134 specieshaving been
Wilfords Lane Wetlands by local knowledgeable birding rocordedin this small area

enthusiast Bob Rusk, angas later introduced to the
owner of the access farm to the wetlandd/al Payten. |

developed a friendship with Wghnd oserthe years since ’ _ DR
he would inform meabout what he fas been seeing on imageat left showsjust part of the first pond which is fed

the wetland His family first established thifarm in the Py two fresh water streams on one sidend a salt water
18805 and has helped to maintain and protect this fudal |nle_>t on _the other.The upper pond (not seen in the
secluded wetland south of Miltoon the edge of upper image) is mainly fréswater and has a lot more reeds etc
Burrill Lake. on the edges.

Large numbers of ducks and marsh birds inhabit the first
pond during the yegraccompanied by various waders in
s - S the summer migration months.

The ponds aréoth on Private Propertyand can only be
accessedvith the ownels permissionFor more details
please contact Charles Dove 0417 422 3I02emalil
powerart@bigpond.net.au

The waters ofthe wetlands have two sectios, one
section being a lot more brackish than the oth&he

Thepondsare bothsurrounded by grassland witl mix

of tussock and saltmarsh vegetati@md will often have
cattle and sheep feeding in the paddocks, which setm
supply a few nutrients to the ponds as well.

Hardhead

Australian Shelduck

Common Greenshank

Marsh Sandpiper
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8 i7 28 ‘,‘ ?FL e
Golden-headed Cisticola Little Grassbird

O

Australasian Pipit

Brown Quail

YeIIow—rumpd Thornbill Brown Thornbill Eastern Rosla

The creeks supplying fresh water are lined with a numberChris Brandis, a fellow enthusiastic birder, and | often

of different reeds andgrasses and are host tormmber  visit the wetlands and sometimes come across the

of different birds. Superb Faiyrens and Reebrowed Lathams Snipe near the tussocks summer but one

Finches can be seen all year, but during summer Geldertime we were fortunate to see them up close feeding

headed Cisticor Little Grassbirds and Australian Reed along the edge of the freshwater pond.

Warblers arrive while the adjacent fieldsare often a

hometo Brown Quail, Austrakian Pipit, Rufous Songlark Bird hides for the wetlands

and manyother species. With the recent construction of the Burrill Lake Bridge

The mostly freshwater pond does attrast number of some funds have been made available as compensation
: . . ) for damage to the seagrass dietlake area around the

birds, but not as many as the brackish pond, in particular,

. ! bridge. A portion of these funddias been set aside to
Black Swans, which often nest there, Australasian Greb% elpg ore ste these wetlands witthe cooperation of

ar.]t?" tﬂur::g Ihel‘surgmetr, dthse I._athésﬁnlp%és a reg_ular the owners, and through Andrew Britton, the Land
Wi € Australian Fainted snipe on the odd occasion. Services Officer, South East Local Land Services.

Many raptors are attracted to the ponds and benefit
from the many food sourcedoth large and small. The W
Australian Hobby is often seen taking dragonflies arounqN
the ponds, the Rickshouldered Kite and Nankeen
Kestrel can be seen hovering over the fields for mice andAfter a number of discussions about fencing and bird
lizards with the larger raptors like the Wedgailed  hides | volunteered to assist with the construction of
Eagles, Whitéellied SeeEagles Whistling Kites, Brown some birdhides on both properties.

Falconsand Swamp Harriers feeding on whatever they , managed to get permissidnom the owners- Wal and

can catch The raptors can be seen arouttte ponds for ey for the bird hidego be builton their propertes
most of the year.

I met with Andrew accidentlone dayand hementioned
hat he was doingl told him of my interest in these
etlands and found that our interests were very similar
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Royal Spoonbil Nankeen Kestrel
HOyal Opo 9

Royal Spoonbill Nankeen Kestrel

White-ellied Sea-Eagle

White-bellied Sea-Eagle Whistling Kite

Austrakan Hobby Straw-necked Ib's

Australian Hobby Straw-necked Ibis
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After drawing up a rough sketch | approached the Chris Brandis, Bob Rusk and myself have made up a bird

Ulladulla Mers $hed to see if they were interested in

list for this site Some of the sightingsight surprise a

doing the initial building of the panels needed to few people and helpmake usrealizehow important this
area is for the Shoalhavsmatural history.

construct the bird hidesand they agreed if | could get
some plans drawn up.

With this in mind | approached another of our keen bird
club membes, Mike Jefferis (BirdLife Shoalhaven
committee member) who hasthe ability and skills
needed and thankfully he agreedAt present the plans
and costings have been submitted to Andrew andase
waiting tosee if he camrganizethe necessary funding.

If (when) siccessful we will need volunteers to erect the

—— -

partially assembled bird hides under the direction of
Mike Jefferis. Two of the bird hides will be stand alone

and the other will need to be fenced in with a gate.
A couple of signs for each bird hide have also been costed

and will include the history of the Wethds given by Wal of

Wilford from the family history since 1880, as well as
many bird photos and a bird list of this special area.

The logos of both the MUDbirders andBirdLife

Shoalhaven alongvith the Ulladulla Mefs Shed and
other involved participants art® be included.

Bird List for Wilfords Lane Wetlands - Milton NSW

Canada Goose

Red-kneed Dotterel

Little Eagle

Forn? Elevatwr

Rowglv plan

proposed.
Burd Hides

Tk Lhvaris

B

Sectror

Yellow-rumped Thornbill

Black Swan

Black-fronted Dotterel

Wedge-tailed Eagle

Yellow Thornbill

Australian Shelduck

Bar-tailed Godwit

Swamp Harrier

Grey Butcherbird

Australian Wood Duck

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

Brown Goshawk

Australian Magpie

Australasian Shoveler

Curlew Sandpiper

Collared Sparrowhawk

Pied Currawong

Pacific Black Duck Long-toed Stint Whistling Kite Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Grey Teal Australian Painted Snipe White-bellied Sea-Eagle White-winged Triller
Chestnut Teal Latham's Snipe Azure Kingfisher Grey Shrike-thrush
Pink-eared Duck Common Greenshank Laughing Kookaburra Golden Whistler
Hardhead Marsh Sandpiper Sacred Kingfisher Rufous Whistler

Musk Duck Wood Sandpiper Nankeen Kestrel Olive-backed Oriole
Brown Quail Silver Gull Australian Hobby Australasian Figbird
Australasian Grebe Caspian Tern Brown Falcon Willie Wagtail
Hoary-headed Grebe Whiskered Tern Peregrine Falcon Grey Fantail
White-headed Pigeon Crested Tern Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Magpie-lark

Spotted Dove Little Pied Cormorant Galah Leaden Flycatcher
Crested Pigeon Great Cormorant Long-billed Corella Satin Flycatcher

Wonga Pigeon Little Black Cormorant Little Corella Australian Raven
Bar-shouldered Dove Australian Pelican Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Eastern Yellow Robin
Topknot Pigeon White-necked Heron Crimson Rosella Welcome Swallow
Pacific Koel Great Egret Eastern Rosella Fairy Martin
Channel-billed Cuckoo White-faced Heron Rainbow Lorikeet Tree Martin

Fan-tailed Cuckoo Little Egret Satin Bowerbird Australian Reed Warbler
Buff-banded Rail Cattle Egret Southern Emu-wren Little Grassbird

Black-tailed Native-hen

Striated Heron

Variegated Fairywren

Rufous Songlark

Australian Spotted Crake

Nankeen Night-Heron

Superb Fairywren

Golden-headed Cisticola

Dusky Moorhen

Glossy Ibis

Eastern Spinebill

Silvereye

Australasian Swamphen

Australian White Ibis

Lewin's Honeyeater

Common Starling

Pied Stilt Straw-necked Ibis Yellow-faced Honeyeater Common Myna
Red-necked Avocet Royal Spoonbill Little Wattlebird Mistletoebird
Pacific Golden-Plover Yellow-billed Spoonbill Red Wattlebird Australasian Pipit
Masked Lapwing Osprey New Holland Honeyeater House Sparrow
Double-banded Plover Black-shouldered Kite Noisy Friarbird Red-browed Finch

Red-capped Plover

Square-tailed Kite

Brown Thornbill
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An Interview with  Norm Webb ,
- with Brett Davis 0 1%

(D
-t

Norm Webb lives in St Georges Basin with his wif

Maureen. Since moving to the area almost 30 years ago 1\
he has been a proactive volunteer in organisations like
NANA, Bushcare and Parkcare, and has promoiedl b 1
conservation through a long series of articles in a local ""
magazine, and by spreading awareness of the threat t 1
smallbirds by domestic cats in urban and suburban areas.

—=—\!

Norm's garden has been purpabaeilt for smallbirds and
other wildlife, and he ha helped neighbours build similar 1 — =
gardens which have been linked through a streetscape iR \ ;
corridor. Also, tree public reserves inSt Georges Basin | '
have benefited fromNorm's great work

BLS: Was Maroubra a good place to live?

NW: It had large areas undeveloped's a bit sad to go
back there now but there was a group of us who hung
around togetter. It wasn't far to the beach and we were
always up in the scrub which wasn't very far away.

The sandstone escarpments were great, but they have all
been blown apart and there are bloody big houses built
there now. It's a real horror to go back there dee what
they've done to it.

We had a wonderful time in the area. We used to go to
guarries and catclreen andGold Bell Frogs, and take
them home and put them in our ponds. They were
everywhere at the time- nowhere near getting on the
endangered list.

All those places are gone now. The quarry doesn't even
have any water in it they've turned it into a parkYou
can still see the cuttirgthat was done where the stone
was taken out, but they filled them in with soil and
covered them with grass.

BLS: Wat did you do when you left school?

The interview took place on Norm's badeck over NW: | was an apprentice carpenter and worked in the

looking his backyard odanuary 11th 2019. building trade, but | eventually joined the railways, still as
a carpenter, but most of the work just involved building
BLS: So Norm, can you tell me about your early life? billboards- nothing of any great importance, bit was a

NW: | was born in 194%0 I'm77. | grew up in Maroubra good, steady job, and | stayed in it for 23 years.

in Sydney in the late M0s and early 50s. There were BLS: When did you leave Maroubra?

large areas of sandstone escarpment, scrub, stonegw: When | was 27 | got married and moved to
quarries and sand hillsrémember findinga Blue Wren's  gastjakes, which is near Mascot. There are a couple of
nest and was taken by the beauty of these small birds.qoif courses there The Lakes, and the Eastlake Golf Club.
Other birds | remember seeing are Silvereyes, Turtle | gter on | used to play golf at Eastlakétswas a working
doves, Bibuls and Indian Mynas. class golf course and it was pretty cheap to play, but it

BLSYourinterest in birds started when you were a child? was similar to the Lakesthe flash golf course where it

: _ . . cost a fortuneWe still had the lovely lakes and the birds.
NW: That's right. | did keep pigeons at one time, and

kept Yorkshire Canaries, so | was into aviary birds as wel{Some RettrowedFinches fly into Norm's bird feegler

Yorkshire Canaries are one of the breeds. They aréea lit BLS: Your bird feeder looks like an old birdcage. Is it open
bit bigger tran a normal canary; they are quite robust. at the back for the birds to get in?
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