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Cover Photo: This month's cover photo is a Grey Goshawk (white morph). The photo was taken by BirdLife Shoalhaven Facebook 
contributor, Kim Touzel, in Tapitallee earlier this month. 

Acknowledgment: BirdLife Shoalhaven acknowledges the Aboriginal people of the Shoalhaven, their care of country, birds and 
habitat, and pays respects to all Elders. 
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Looking back and looking forw ard  
- by Rob Dunn, President BirdLife Shoalhaven 

2020 
All 2020 "year in review" articles must be put in the 
context of the bushfires and COVID. Both have presented 
numerous challenges for all nature conservation 
organisations and community groups. BirdLife Shoalhaven 
is no exception. However, if you measure what we have 
achieved against our three organizational goals - 
http://birdlifeshoalhaven.org/whoweare.html - it has 
been one of our most productive years. 

Improving conservation outcomes 
One of the key achievements last year was our Bushfire 
Research Project. In a response to the disastrous impacts 
on wildlife, BLS members started doing Birdata surveys in 
areas impacted by the bushfires. In 2020, 500 surveys 
were completed compared to only 100 last year. While 
ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ .ƛǊŘ[ƛŦŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƛǊŘ 
database, BLS saw that it could also be used to track the 
recovery of Shoalhaven birds over time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major features in each of the four BLS Magazines in the 
year played a key role to promote the work in the field. An 
important part of these features were interviews with 
landowners directly impacted by the fires and our surveys 
on private land. While our project is obviously focused on 
bird conservation, the social side of this project is another 
key part. Completing bird surveys close to home in fire-
impacted areas and seeing the bush slowly recover and 
birds start to return, can trigger emotions, both positive 
and negative. This project is about people, as much as 
about birds. 

Advocating for bird conservation in the Shoalhaven 
remains a primary focus of our work. While a number of 
formal submissions have been made to Ministers at all 
tiers of government and to Shoalhaven Council during the 
year - see http://birdlifeshoalhaven.org/submissions.html 

- this belies the seemingly constant need to assess issues 
as they arise and support other groups on issues relating 
to bird conservation. This year has been no different. 

Promoting the appreciation and understanding of birds 
In March we arranged for Dr. Martine Maron, University 
of Queensland researcher, Deputy Director of the 
Threatened Species Recovery Hub and the BirdLife 
Australia President to speak on the bushfires at the 
Mollymook Golf Club.  

The event was attended by over 130 people and all three 
tiers of government were represented, including Fiona 
Phillips, Member for Gilmore, Justin Field MLC and Mayor 
Amanda Findley. This was an important event, effectively 
launching our Bushfire Research Project, and very timely 
so soon after the fires. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, as part of our partnership with Shoalhaven Landcare, 
BLS has run five well-received "Birds for Beginners" talks 
for landowners at clubs, community halls and on private 
properties impacted by the bushfires. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course,  running events during the Covid pandemic has 
been increasingly challenging. However, Covid became the 
catalyst for a new initiative with a series of talks on Zoom, 
which we called "Dinner with the Birds". 

Fiona Phillips MP, Dr. Martine Maron and Rob Dunn 

Yolande Cozijn giving a talk to landowners 

Rob Dunn on a bird survey 

http://birdlifeshoalhaven.org/whoweare.html
http://birdlifeshoalhaven.org/submissions.html
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The webinars were done in partnership with the NSW 
Department of Industry and the Environment and both 
NSW Government staff and BirdLife Australia personnel 
were involved. Between 70 and 100 people attended each 
talk, which certainly helped raise awareness of birds in a 
wider audience. 

Ironically, people's interest in birds seems to have been 
heightened with so many lost in the fires and everyone 
spending much more time at home. 

In December, bird interpretative 
signage and a painted mural were 
completed at Lake Wollumboola 
with support from the NSW 
Government's Save our Species 
program and Shoalhaven Council. 
This can only help promote the 
Lake for its importance as a Key 
Biodiversity Area and as a 
sanctuary for migratory 
shorebirds, beach nesting birds 
and many other bird species.  

The Lake continues to be a 
drawcard for birdwatchers and, 
the more ways we can highlight 
this, the more we can broaden 
support for its conservation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Building a stronger BirdLife Shoalhaven 
The BLS Magazine continues as the cornerstone of our 
communications to an expanding number of members and 
supporters. Being able to offer an informative and 
colourful summary of the local bird scene each quarter 
has been vital in establishing BLS as an effective voice for 
Shoalhaven birds. 

Another sign of a strong organisation is a well-established 
Committee. It is great to see the existing members all 
standing again for re-election with some "new blood" due 
to come on board. 

We have also taken strides in the year to get more people 
involved from outside the Committee to focus on key 
activities. In the past few months, BLS established a 
Bushfire Research Project Sub-committee and a new Bird 
Walk Coordinator role. Add to this an increasing number 
of bird walk leaders, contributors to Birdata, presenters 
and event organisers, and it is clear that 2020 has seen 
more people than ever help build a stronger BLS. 

2021 
To help guide our priorities, BLS completes an Action Plan 
each year. You can find our 2021 Action Plan on  
http://birdlifeshoalhaven.org/whoweare.html. Amazingly 
progress has already been made on several of the 
priorities set in this year's plan. 

The most notable achievement was the very successful 
"New Leaves, New Lives" art exhibition held from 4-11 
January in Ulladulla, which is reported on later in this 
magazine.  

Our Bushfire Research Project team is currently focused 
on the completion of an Annual Report, which we will 
ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀƭƪ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƛǎ ŀ 
sign of things to come with more options for walks being 
offered to members and we hope to announce another 
series of "Dinner with the Birds" soon.  

With another ambitious year ahead, I am keen to talk to 
anyone who wants to get involved in our activities and has 
ideas they would like to contribute. If this is you, please 
get in touch. 

In summary, despite the turmoil of fires and COVID, in 
2020 BLS achieved much for bird conservation, bird 
appreciation and understanding and is now an 
increasingly strong organisation.  

Despite the continuing pandemic, 2021 has started off 
much the same, and I am sure this year will be as 
productive as last for BLS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mural at Wollumboola 

Rob looking forward 
to the challenges 

of 2021 

http://birdlifeshoalhaven.org/whoweare.html
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The BirdLife Shoalhaven AGM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At: St Georges Basin Community Centre (Meriton St) 
Time: 7pm 
Date: Monday 8th February - put it in your diaries! 

Prior to the AGM there will be a birdwatching walk from 
4pm until 6pm. We will meet / park at the corner of the 
Wool Lane and Loralyn Avenue (1km east of the 
Community Centre) at 4pm (sharp) where the return walk 
along the Basin foreshore will begin. 

After the walk we will go to the Community Centre for 
dinner from 6pm until 7pm. Dinner will cost $10 per 
person for the pizzas we have organised, and we will also 
provide salads, cake and soft drink. All dietary 
requirements will be catered for! You can BYO if you'd like 
something stronger than soft drink! 

For catering, and because of COVID restrictions, it is 
important that you email Rob Dunn by February 1st  at 
president@birdlifeshoalhaven.org to let him know which 
of the three activities (bird walk, dinner, AGM / trivia) 
you will be attending - if not all of them !!!  

The AGM will begin at 7pm and should only take about 
half an hour. We have already received nominations for all 
Committee positions. These have been endorsed by the 
existing Committee, but will still need to be approved by 
the members at the AGM.  

However, we are very keen to have more ideas to help 
guide our future direction and activities, so if you are 
interested in volunteering your time in any way, including 
nominating for a committee position, please call Rob 
Dunn, BLS President, on 0438 250 600 by Monday 1st 
February to discuss your interests, ideas and availability. 

The AGM will be followed by our famous and now 
traditional Bird Trivia Quiz. This year's questions will again 
be multiple choice, and the quizmaster has promised that 
everyone present should actually know the answers - but 
given the nature of the quizmaster, there is sure to be a 
twist to that statement! 

The trivia should 
be finalized by 9pm 
which should give 
everyone plenty of 
time to get home 
at a reasonable 
hour, no matter 
where you live in 
the Shoalhaven. 

While we hope to 
see you at 
everything - the 
birdwatching, the 
dinner, the AGM 
and the trivia, it 
will be fine if you 
can only attend 
from the dinner 
onwards, or just 
for the AGM and 
trivia! 

We hope to see 
you there! 
----------------------- 

mailto:president@birdlifeshoalhaven.org?subject=AGM%20attendance
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The Jervis Bay KBA is threatened  
- text, photos and maps by Chris Grounds 

[Note: the author is not only the BLS Conservation 
Officer, he is also the coordinator of the Heritage 
Estate Community Network] 

The state government failure to consolidate a number of 
key neighbouring properties into the Jervis Bay National 
Park (JBNP) is a singularly important threat to the 
environmental integrity of the Jervis Bay Key Biodiversity 
Area (JB-KBA). 

Key Points 

¶ The JB-KBA, as with many KBAs, has a critical link to 
the National Park estate. 

¶ In 2019, BirdLife International rated the KBA subject 
to "High Threat". 

¶ There has been a failure by the state to consolidate 
that estate in the interest of both the JBNP 
environment and the JB-KBA. 

¶ The intervention of the Minister has been sought 
recently as the next step in a thirty year plus 
community-led conservation history. 

The Minister for Energy and Environment, Hon Matt Kean, 
has been approached concerning seven properties linked 
to the necessary consolidation of the JBNP and thus 
impacting the interests of the JB-KBA. The core focus of 
these is the Heritage Estate, though all other properties 
are immediately adjacent and /  or adjoin that Estate. 
These comprise an environmentally significant habitat 
corridor for the JBNP and for Booderee National Park. 

The area involved is illustrated in Map 1 below - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That habitat corridor was significantly damaged by the 
.ŀȅǎǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƻƭǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ aŀǇ н ǿƛƭƭ 
indicate and the decision required of the Minister will, in 
part only, restore some of that. 

The maps will also reveal just how important the corridor 
is to the biodiversity health of Booderee National Park, 
which is dependent on that one, relatively narrow, land 
bridge corridor. 

The Shoalhaven now has 4 Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) - 
Jervis Bay, Lake Wollumboola, which is part of JPNP, part 
of Ulladulla to Merimbula, and most recently 
Jerrawangala National Park - see our last magazine. 

 Jervis Bay, Lake Wollumboola and Ulladulla to Merimbula 
are all lƛǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōƛǊŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ΨǘǊƛƎƎŜǊǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Y.!ǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
been subject to long, lingering and intensive conservation 
battles, which persist to the present day despite decades 
of conservation advocacy, planning processes, evolving 
environmental challenges and some noteworthy 
successes. 

The JB-KBA of 17,756 ha embraces a significant area of the 
southern precinct of the JBNP, all of the Aboriginal owned 
Booderee NP and the Beecroft Peninsular, and adjoins key 
areas of the JB Marine Park. Booderee NP and Botanic 
Gardens is 5,597 ha of this KBA area - see Map 1. 

The JB-KBA of forest, shrubland, heath and estuarine 
coastline is subject to the highest threat level from 
"invasive and other problematic species and natural 
systems modifications". 

  

Glossy Black Cockatoos in the KBA 
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Bushfire Refugia 
Perhaps the most immediately pertinent characterisation 
of the JB-KBA and the properties of contention is that 
these now represent an important part of the Shoalhaven 
refugia from the 2019-2020 bushfires. One reflection of 
this has been the increase in sightings and numbers of  
Glossy Black Cockatoos in the KBA, which serves to stress 
the urgency of the task proposed to the Minister. 

Submission to the Minister 
The issue of consolidation of the JBNP and security of the 
environment for both the JBNP and JB-KBA has been 
taken up in recent months with the state Minister Matt 
Kean, who has been asked to intervene to resolve what is 
now a considerable property portfolio requiring inclusion 
in the JBNP.  

The Heritage Estate Community Network (HEST), which 
will be well known to many readers, provided an extensive 
submission to the Minister in early October 2020 seeking 
his intervention to resolve the issues associated with 7 
individual properties. These properties are illustrated in 
Map 2 below. Some are already in NPWS hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That submission has been supported many Shoalhaven 
conservation organizations including BLS itself, BirdLife 
Australia and its KBA Manager, Golo Maurer. 

Bird Biodiversity 
The BirdLife profile of the JB-KBA notes the recording of 
over 200 species in the KBA including the sub-population 
of Eastern Bristlebird, isolated from those in the Budderoo 
NP /  Barren Grounds NR and Nadgee NP and the 
significant (Mainland) Ground Parrot population. 

The cataloguing of the bird species as part of the 
environmental assessment of the Heritage Estate listed 99 
individual bird species from contemporary observations in 
just that confined area.  

Further observations have added five species to that list - 
Little Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Dusky Woodswallow, 
White-naped Honeyeater and White-cheeked Honeyeater 
- for a total of 104 species. 

The dossier of Threatened Species is headed by the 
Eastern Bristlebird, the trigger species for the JB-KBA, 
which contains a healthy population of this essentially 
flightless bird. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eastern Bristlebird is at a very high level of threat of 
extinction as an "Endangered" threatened species on the 
Federal listing under the EPBC Act but is also 
"Endangered" under NSW legislation. It is "Endangered" 
on the IUCN Red List.  

The JB-KBA is one of the most important enclaves of this 
bird. Indeed, the species and its status was a major 
contributor to the success of the conservation case for 
Heritage Estate. It is also a species listed as a "Species of 
Concern" by the Commonwealth. 

The Heritage Estate list also features the Glossy Black 
Cockatoo listed as an "Endangered" threatened species on 
the Federal list and a "Vulnerable" threatened species on 
the NSW listing. It is worthy of note that they have been 
seen in greater number in the unburnt refugia areas such 
as the JB-KBA, especially in Booderee. 

The Bristlebird always presents a cheeky persona 
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The much revered Mainland Ground Parrot, listed as a 
Vulnerable" Threatened Species in NSW is a special 
resident of the area of concern in the KBA.  

The threatened species in the Heritage Estate catalogue 
include: Eastern Bristlebird, Glossy Black Cockatoo, Little 
Lorikeet, Gang-gang Cockatoo, Hooded Robin, Masked 
Owl, Black Bittern, Powerful Owl, Dusky Wood Swallow, 
Little Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Square-tailed Kite and 
White-bellied Sea Eagle. 

The JB-KBA also includes vital shorebird breeding sites. A 
number of sites, particularly in Booderee are involved in 
breeding of the Pied Oystercatchers, an "Endangered" 
threatened species on the NSW List. There have now been 
five successful fledgings this season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ {ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƻƴŜ ŜƴŘŜƳƛŎ "Critically Endangered" 
species, the Hooded Plover, also features in the JB-KBA on 
Cave Beach in Booderee National Park. The breeding pair 
at that site are the northern-most birds of that species in 
the southeast Australian distribution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Both of the shorebird species are included in the NPWS 
Shorebird Recovery Project, which is shared with 
Booderee. 

The Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo (Nowra) though not 
threatened can occur in very large aggregations (130+) in 
the JB-KBA and is noted as having numbers declining in 
southeast Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Action 
Community action on the Heritage Estate began when 
land first was put up for sale in 1988, contrary to the 
existing zoning and given its proximity to Erowal Bay 
village it is not surprising that an "Erowal Bay Action 
Group" was formed to take up the cudgels in a 
conservation fight that worked supported by the Jervis 
Bay Regional Alliance. The Action Group was a sub-
committee of the now defunct Erowal Bay Progress 
Association. 

That was the first phase of the long term historic battle 
leading to a second phase community action that was 
rewarded with the Peter Garrett Ministerial declaration in 
March 2009 that development could not be approved for 
the Heritage Estate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst that was a key moment that established an 
environmental paradigm rather than a private property 
paradigm to guide thinking and planning, it did leave a lot 
of work to do and results to achieve in a developing 
context that seemed to change year by year. 

POC successful breeding in JB-KBA and Booderee  

 

The current Cave Beach Hooded Plover chicks 

These Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos thrive in the KBA 

The then Minister and local conservationists 2009 
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This is when the HEST network came into existence and it 
has operated as a private network of caring and 
concerned people over the last decade and continues to 
this day. It has taken that last decade to - 

¶ research, expand and further catalogue the 
environment of the Heritage Estate 

¶ have the Heritage Estate physically secured from 
damaging intrusions 

¶ successfully campaign for both the Erowal Bay Estate 
and the TAFE Block, to be dedicated to the JBNP 

¶ ensure rezoning of both Heritage and Erowal Bay 
Estates to Environment Conservation 2 

¶ process significant legal victories against landowners 
over 3 years led by the Commonwealth Government 

¶ instigate a soil erosion remediation program managed 
by Council and NPWS with community representation. 

¶ Represent specific bird and habitat conservation 
interests as a high priority in any proposals impacting 
the JB-KBA  

A recent campaign successfully ensured valuable JBNP, 
KBA and adjacent Jerrinja land did not become a car park 
for Hyams Beach tourists, as sought by Council originally. 

BLS has had a growing interest and participation in this 
conservation since 2014, built around the exceptional 
birdlife biodiversity and JB-KBA interest of the area. 

A major aspect of the work of HEST is the HEST 
Newsletter, which provides research, information and 
news regarding conservation of the Heritage Estate and 
now the associated properties. 

The task of the HEST Network has changed considerably 
though as the specific interest of the Heritage Estate has 
extended to include a range of properties now numbering 
seven, all of which adjoin the southern portion of the 
JBNP and each other. All are involved in the JB-KBA.  

The Minister's decision regarding the Jervis Bay National 
Park properties will clearly impact the Jervis Bay Key 
Biodiversity Area  - for better or worse. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Conservation Curiosities  
- by Chris Grounds 

1. Threatened Species Hub axing  

On December 10, 2020 news broke that the Federal 
Minister, Susan Ley had announced that the Threatened 
Species Hub would be collapsed in June. 

The BLS Magazine previously carried news of the 
"Threatened Species Hub", a federal scientific initiative 
created to streamline and standardize information, 
particularly data, on threatened species. It was one of six 
such Hubs. 

The work of the Hub had commenced with the creation of 
a Threatened Species Index and a Threatened Species Bird 
Index. That bird index listed 16 species in starting their 
work. It was of some considerable interest that 9 of these 
were birds found in the Shoalhaven, like the Glossy Black-
Cockatoos shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minister was quoted as indicating that "about $149 
million will be invested in four new research hubs over the 
next seven years, building on the $145 million invested in 
phase one of the program".  

Heritage Estate community interest 
has always been strong 
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The new Hubs are the Climate Systems Hub, the Resilient 
Landscapes Hub (which will "provide national leadership 
in research in threatened species research"), the Marine 
and Coastal Hub, and the Sustainable Communities and 
Waste Hub. 

But the dedicated Threatened Species Recovery Hub - 
which includes 150 of Australia's leading environmental 
scientists - will not be funded under the next phase of 
the program! 

Ms Ley said all hubs would have a focus on threatened 
species as it was a "national priority". "Everyone who 
works across every hub will have a threatened species 
lens", she said. 

Environmental science is known to have suffered deep 

cuts under the Coalition's university funding reforms.  

The Minister has commented that for Threatened Species 
ǘƘŜ  ϦΧ work may not always be done in the same place 
and it won't always be done with the same people but 
what I'm always focused on is the practical outcomes for 
our threatened species across our landscapes." Perhaps 
the rider on this comment is that "it may not always be 
done". 

[Editor's Note: Perhaps the biggest Conservation Curiosity 
is how Susan Ley became Minister for the Environment?] 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2. Goshawk chicks arrive  

aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ ƭŀǿ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ DǊŜȅ DƻǎƘŀǿƪ ƴŜǎǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
from the Spring edition. 

Just as the Spring e-magazine was being finalized, the nest 
in the Blenheim Beach Reserve produced two chicks for 
observation and verification of the nesting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The nest was perched very high in a Blackbutt eucalypt 
and difficult to see over the edge of the nest and into the 
bowl. The two chicks eventually became sufficiently 
grown to see them on a regular basis and track their 
growth to fledging. 

The area is now part of the Council Reserve behind 
Blenheim Beach on Jervis Bay that survived the notion of 
being developed for tourist accommodation before locals 
got busy to conserve the site of beautiful Blackbutt 
eucalypt forest. 

The parents were a Grey Goshawk (father) and a white-
morph Grey Goshawk (mother) who is the parent to spend 
most of the time at the nest with the chicks. 

True to their breeding, one chick was a Grey Goshawk and 
one a white-morph Grey Goshawk, the latter being by far 
the bigger of the two, as with the parents. 

An embellishment on the experience was the sight of the 
mother picking out a Rainbow Lorikeet in an instance like 
a stealth fighter. It took just seconds and was one of those 
incidental bird experiences! 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2. Dubbo Biodiversity Garden, Sewerage Ponds & 
Open Range Zoo 

An Early Warm Season visit to Dubbo, part of the 
Wiradjuri First Nation, in a year that local farmers were 
calling one of their best ever following the savage drought 
of 2017-19, also meant some excellent birding interest, 
sometimes in very unlikely places. 

One feature though that caught the eye was the 
Biodiversity Garden within the urban area of East Dubbo. 
This excellent public facility is dedicated to a display of the 
ecosystems of the broader Dubbo area. 

It adjoins the Japanese Gardens and Children's Adventure 
Playground and café so is integrated into an area that is 
very popular, especially for families - and the bonus is that 
entry is free! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The signage accompanying the site is especially impressive 
with a strong information and education orientation. 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6816672/university-reforms-pose-another-hit-to-the-environment/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6816672/university-reforms-pose-another-hit-to-the-environment/
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The Garden is even more important in such a rural area 
because of its historic lack of reserves and National Parks 
and thus public access to natural areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second different birding area is the sewerage pond in 
industrial North Dubbo. 

The local Field Naturalists group was involved with Dubbo 
Council in the construction of a bird hide at the pond site 
using a converted container. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pond attracts a range of birds in numbers enough to 
make an interesting morning and afternoon birding site in 
a quiet location. 

As with the Biodiversity Garden it is clearly a site that 
readily accommodates children with a guarantee of 
multiple sightings - and it is free! 

Dubbo's most popular attraction is the Taronga Western 
Plains Zoo, but it too is a birding experience as many 
species have taken advantage of the new environment 
and habitat created over the last forty plus years.  

 

 

 

 

 

The lakes in particular are a great attraction to nesting 
Black Swans and the Australian White Ibis but there is a 
great range of western bush birds as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The zoo is about 3km SW of the Dubbo town centre, and 
comprises 300 hectares (741 acres) of land. It opened in 
1977 with 35 different species from six countries, but now 
is home to almost 100 species - not counting the native 
birds which fly free into the wetlands! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Taronga Western Plains Zoo 
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The latest on Lake Wollumboola  

-by Frances Bray, Lake Wollumboola KBA Guardian 

Lake Wollumboola displays its significance as an 
internationally significant Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) for 
birdlife. 

2020 commenced with the dark days of the on-going 
drought and Lake Wollumboola shrouded in smoke from 
the South Coast fires. Ash settled in the lake waters and 
shores, a grim sight. The water level was below mean sea 
level with extensive sand and mudflats exposed in the 
north-east bay.  

Birdlife over the 2019-20 summer was sparse with few 
migratory waders and water birds, and the failure of all 
but one of the 13 known Little Tern nests. The Pied 
Oystercatcher pair were successful nevertheless, with 
their second nest producing 2 chicks that survived to 
fledge. 

On a more positive note, the December 2020 bird count 
resulted in almost 2,000 migratory shorebirds and 60 
Little Terns and 830 coastal and wetland birds counted.  

The February 2020 cyclone aftermath and the March 
storms and waves washed bushfire debris into the Lake, 
after the Shoalhaven River entrance was opened. Despite 
the ferocious conditions, ponds formed on the sand bar. 
They quickly filled with golden-brown Kelp, creating ideal 
conditions for the migratory waders. 

Large flocks including over 80 Bar-tailed Godwits, Red-
Necked Stints and Grey Plovers gorged on crustaceans and 
seaweed flies fattening up and changing into breeding 
plumage as they prepared for their northern migration.  

About 40 juvenile Bar-tailed Godwits remained at the lake 
throughout the winter, gaining strength before their first 
northern migration. 

Few water birds were present although Swan numbers 
increased to over 200. However, with the rain, species 
such as the Black-winged Stilt and Red-Necked Avocet 
departed, most likely for the Murray-Darling Basin. 

The Lake experienced a further battering with rainfall 
from the July East Coast Low rapidly increasing the water 
level to over 2m AHD, the first time in years. The change 
raised hopes that the next few months would result in the 
return of large numbers of water and coastal birds, but 
this was not to be. 

Instead, the heavy rain of the August East Coast Low 
contributed to the lake's opening on 9th August. It closed 
5 weeks later on 12th September and despite continuous 
wave wash-overs, and sporadic rain and seepage, the 
water level continues to be very low, with large sand and 
mudflats exposed. 

These conditions set the scene for a feeding frenzy for 
birds, particularly migratory waders, which arrived in large 
numbers from October. However, the cold and blustery 
conditions and long distances to walk out to the shallows 
made it difficult to observe and count the birds. 

The resident Pied Oystercatcher pair successfully raised 
one chick. 

Malcolm McKenzie a NPWS Volunteer and on occasions, 
Phil Craven, former NPWS Project Officer, undertake the 
monthly counts with me. Wader numbers increasing each 
month from October, including Bar-tailed Godwits (91 in 
November), Red Knots (177 October), Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers (389), Red-necked Stints (311) in December 
and an additional 200 unidentified small waders. These 
numbers are likely to be an under-estimate given the 
birds' flightiness, numbers, diversity and distribution. 
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Once the twitter-sphere heard about the feasting birds, 
hundreds of birdwatchers, photographers, and experts in 
the field arrived from Sydney, Newcastle, Taree and 
Albury. In particular they were attracted by news of four 
rare species, the Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Pectoral 
Sandpiper and Broad-billed Sandpiper and the Long-toed 
Stint, a reminder of the White-Rumped Sandpiper which 
became a celebrity in 2015 and an endorsement of Lake 
²ƻƭƭǳƳōƻƻƭŀΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǊŀǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From November 2020 the Little Terns nested at 4 different 
locations, with the low water levels creating new nesting 
opportunities. In addition to the traditional sand bar site, 
they are also nesting on two exposed mudflats off the 
north-eastern shore and sandflats off the eastern lake 
shore. 

 

While most of the Little Tern nests are 3-egg nests, they 
are vulnerable to strong winds, rain and rising lake levels. 
Sadly, we found several tiny chicks dead, so we expect a 
high loss rate. The weather has also impeded our ability to 
count fledglings. At this stage we are not able to provide 
an estimate of Little Tern fledglings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shorebird Volunteer Group members continue to be kept 
busy monitoring the nesting birds and erecting extensive 
string fencing to protect the nests and young chicks from 
lake users, the prawners and in some cases, bird 
watchers! Thank you in particular to Mike Abramowitz 
who with assistance from NPWS Rangers and other 
volunteers, erected the fencing. 

I continue to be concerned regarding the future of the 
NPWS South Coast Shorebird Recovery Program, 
especially with the decision to end the employment of 
long term Shorebird Recovery Program coordinator, Ms 
Jodie Dunn and to transfer her duties to NPWS Rangers, 
many of whom are already overstretched. 

The ongoing success of the South Coast Program is due in 
ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ WƻŘƛŜΩǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎΣ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ {ƘŜ 
introduced innovative methods of protecting the nesting 
birds, particularly with the Hooded Plover banding 
program and educational initiatives for beach visitors and 
school children.  

Jodie has been responsible for managing the contribution 
of least 80 dedicated South Coast shorebird volunteers, 
who work collaboratively with her for up to 8 months 
each year. She has always been supportive of the 
volunteers and is quick to respond positively to issues 
raised. 

Jodie will always be welcome at Lake Wollumboola. 

In addition to her Shorebird Recovery Program role, Jodie 
oversaw the initial stages of development of the Save Our 
Species initiative to provide new interpretive signage at 
Lake Wollumboola. NPWS Save our Species (SOS) staff 
Member Jessica Sharp oversaw completion of the signs 
which were installed at Lake Wollumboola just before 
Christmas last year. 

Jodie Dunn and Mike Abramowitz 

Pectoral Sandpiper 












































