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Thismonth's cover photo is the very much underated Welcome Swallow. Often overlooked dismissed by birdwatchers on bird
walks (it's just another Welcome Swall8)y these birds are amazing flyers, catch their food and eat it on the wing, and their nests
are feats of engineering! This beautiful photo by Peter Noakes does them the justiceeserve!

Acknowledgment: BirdLife Shoalhavenacknowledgeshe Aboriginal people of the Shoalhaventheir care of country, birds and
habitat, and paysrespectgo all Elders
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Looking Back and Looking Forward Some of these groups have been active for decades and,
- by Rob DunnPresident of BirdLife Shoalhaven While others are much newethey are likely to still have a

_ _ long way to go. BLS looks to support these projects
In 2021V\{e all Ilveq with the many challenges of Delta and through our magazine and submissions, utilising the
now Oml_cron. This pr(_eser_lted numerous c_hallenges for alp 2 gdaND 2F GKS . A NR[AFS oNJI
community groups. BirdLife Shoalhaven is no exception.
However, if you compare our three organisational goal Our ability to provide additional conservation support to
at birdlifeshoalhaven.org/whoweare.htmi against what ~ these groups is inevitably s&icted by our own resource
has been achieved, we and the other environmentallimitations. The resignation of Chris Grounds, our

groups we support continue to provide a forceful voice for Conservation Officer, earlier in the year certainly
birds in the Shoalhaven. presented a challenge for us and it took some time to fill

this role.

Improving conservation outcomes

¢KS odA 1 2F GKS WwWKSI ge f A FENPIbal. the poligkpdiiwoigr NSW NoRependenip
Shoalhaven has been led by other groups. These includdistin Field, MLC, has recently taken over from Chris and
the Lake Wollumboola Protection Association Inc,she is currently looking at how best forioritize our
Manyana Matters, Bherwerre Wetlands in St Georgesconservation focus for the year ahead.

Basin, Heritag Estate in Vincentia, Our Future Shoalhaventhe BLS Bushfire Research Project continues to receive
in HUSkiSSOI‘], Sh0a|haven Landcal’e, Sh0a|haven Cigs(ce”ent Support from our membersl Who are Stl”

Council Bushcare and the NSW NPWS South Coaghrying out quarterly surveys at sites affected by the
Shorebird Recovery Program. 201920 bushfires.

&
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These campaigns and projects vary in scope, size, habitajyhile the impact of Covidnd its subsequent lockdowns
species impacted and the mber of people and hours meant that fewer surveys were submitted in 2021,

inVOlved. They inCIUde f|ght|ng deve|0pments, advocatingeveryone has been able to CO”eCt Survey data at most
for extension of national parks and reserves and carryingyroject siteson a regular basis.

out handson bush regeneration.
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In May 2021 we released the 2020 Annual Report for thePromoting the appreciation and understanding of birds
project with a foreword by Prof. Martine Maron, President The BLS Magazine continues as the cornerstone of our
of BirdLife Australia. We received a lot of positive communications to our expanding membership and
feedback to what was one of the first citizen science supporters.

publications onthe 201920 bushfires. A significant
achievement by everyone involved. The next report,
covering the two years up to the end of spring 2021, will

This colourful quarterly publication about the local bird
scene, combined with fresh content on tiBe.S Facebook
be released in a couple of months page anql a usefriendly website, has been vital' in
: YFEAYUlFrAYyAyYy3 [ Qa L2ZaAUuA2yY
/ BT F N Shoalhaven birds.

Other than our AGM and Landcare presentations, BLS has
not held any events through the year, given the
uncertainties ® COVID. However just before restrictions
on public gatherings took hold, we were able to be part of
GKS WbS¢ [SIFI@Sa bS¢g [ABSaAQ
in January on the first anniversary of the Currowan fires.

ART EXHIBITION

BIRDLIFE SHOALHAVEN e
BUSHFIRE RESEARCH REPORT bi \S?f New leaves ;
2020 ANNUAL REPORT iralire

. new lives

May 2021

The Bushfire Research Project is the main focus of our on
going partnership with Shoalhaven Landcare. Surveys are
now being completed on seven private properties where |
Landcare groups are working on various bushfire recove
projects, including weeding, ghtings and feral species
control.

4-10 JAN 2021

ULLADULLA ClVIC
CENTRE

Proudly supported by

& Lifeline

South Coast

P 9’ _.Tf._ R
We have also run Birds for Beginners courses on a coupl j g

of properties and gen presentations on our own

research project, though Covid has limited what we haveDriven by local artist Vivien Davidson and supported by
been able to do. Lifeline South Coast, the exhibition focused on loss and

While BLS is an apolitical organisation, anyone committedecovery in the natural world and healing for the people
to the environment would be well aware of the outcome impacted, attracting 100 people each day.
of the LGA elections in December.

BLS members have helped out at some of these projects
learning more about Landcare, while -gkilling
landowners on birds at the same time.

BLS gave presentations on bird conservatmur Bushfire
With eight new Councillors and a shift in the party Research Project and Birds for Beginners. The exhibits
representation, there is an opportunity to reset the included a video by BLS member Charles Dove and a
compass on bird conservation looking forward. selection of bird photographs by some of our members.
This was an important community event, providing a place
for reflection, in whichBLS was glad that it could play a
part.

Of course, time will tell and we will all need to work with
the new Councillors to help achieve this.
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Building a stronger BirdLife Shoalhaven
A strong organisation also needs a wadtablished
I 2YYAGGSS 6AGK WySg o6f22RQ
In December, two bird interpretative signs were installed Y& We appointed two new Committee members. In

at the Bangalee Reserve on the north side of theaddition to Emily Dyball, as Conservationfiefr, Sue
Shoalhaven River near Nowra. Mitchell will take on the role of our Bird Walk Coordinator

from Anne Reuter, who is moving to Adelaide. It is great

BLS funded the project, thanks to the support of memberstg see the other Committee members also standing again
and through events over the last few years, while the for re-election.

Council did the design and installation. The signs are alon% S ) )
the Reserve walking track, which is included in our BirdBUt While it is important to have an active Commitiétee

Walk brochure. real strength of BLS lies in:

w The over 1,000 people and other community groups,
who we send the BLS Magazine to. Everyone plays a part
in conserving, appreciating and teaching others about
birds

w our environmental conservation friends mentioned
abowe

w the staff of BirdLife Australia, who we are in regular
contact with on a wide range of issues

w the staff of NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service and
the environmental and Bushcateam at Shoalhaven City
Council, wha NB I i -6i K$ S @ FoRsBryatioh, NR
working under the pressures of budget constraints and an
expanding work load with more visitors and development.

alye GKIFyla F2N SOSNE2YySQa
| am sure2022will be another productive year for BLS. To
help guide our priorities, the BICmmittee completes an
l'OGA2Y tfly SIOK @SIENE |fA
=N national Strategic Plan. You can find our 2022 Action Plan
s at birdlifeshoalhaven.org/whoweare.html

In another attempt to raise the flag for birds, we also |f anyone wantsto be part of the activities we have
Wt I dzy OK S &f @LSImerdhhngise ®n the Redbubble pjanned- or has new ideas they would like to explore

website - go to Black Cockatoo BLSsfirt. If you do not  please get in touch!
have a BLS-ghirt yet, why not?
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Rodent Eradication on Lord Howe Island

You are invited to gpresentation by Nicholas Carlile,
Senior Scientist with  NSW Department of Planning,
Industry and Environment, at the Shoalhaven Heads
Bowling and Recreation Club (76 Shoalhaven Heads Roa
Shoalhaven Heads) at 7pm on Monday 7th February.

Nicholas will spga about therecent rodent eradication
program on Lord Howe Islanénd the followup bird
recovery.

Lord Howe I&nd

As the evening will also include our AGM, if you would like
to nominate for any committee position please contact
Rob Dunn, BLS President by Monday 24th Janasry
president@birdlifeshoalhaven.gror call0438 250 600.

Please register cfine for the talks and bird walkSAP as
space is limited!

Everyone is welcome to attentthe birdwatching, dinner
and presentations, but it will be fine if you can only attend
the presentations.

Partners andriends are also most welcome to attenlout
don't forget to registet

- Ni‘c"fwl‘th Providé‘nce Petrels oh Lord Howe Islafnd;‘ 3

Lord Howe IslandVoodhen
Afterwards our President, Rob Dunn, will provide an
overview of the achievements of both BirdLife Australia
and BirdLife Shoalhaven and our priorities for the year,
ahead.This will include th&irdLife Shoalhaven AGM.

To attend these presentations you musgister online at
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/therodent-eradication
programon-lord-howe-islandtickets226772270967

The presentations Wi be held in the Auditorium room
next to the Cluls bistro. They will start at 7pm and finish
by about 8.30pm, which should give everyone plenty of
time to get home at a reasonable hour.

If you are attending the presentations, you may also want
to join abird walk from 4pm (sharp) until about 6pme
will meet for the walk at the "Shoalhaven Heads
Shorebirds Airport" by the car park at the end of River
Road. For the bird walk you must register-lore at
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/birdwalk-at-shoalhaven
headstickets226777265907

After the bird walk you may want to have dinner at the
bistro in the Shoalhaven Headowling and Recreation
Club in good time for the start of presentatio@lick on
shoalhavenheadsbowlingclub.com.au/bistro/ for  the
bowling clubs menu.
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The Impossible Shoalhaven Bird L ist! Unfortunately, a vely quick check of Birdata shovilsat
-by Brett Davis  there are birds missing fromthe Shoalhaven list that

definitely shouldbe on it!

For example, the Australian Little Bittern which | and
many others hae seen at Bada Dam neBurrill Lake, and
the Semipalmated Plover that caused quite a twitching stir
at Lake Wollumboola a few years agre both missing
from the Birdata list for the Shoalhavempparently
nobody (including me) had evesubmitted sightings of
these birds ito a Birdata survey!

Birdata is not the only potential source of information
about Shoalhaven birds. There are also databases
eBird, the Atlas of Living AustraliaiNaturalist and the
NSW BioNetand various published bird lists such as the
Birds of the Shoalhaven brochure, the Miltedlladulla
Birders list and the Lake Wollumboola bird list.

An Impossible Shoalhaven Bird

The committee of BirdLife Shoalhaven were discussing th
creation of brochures and bird checklists for use by
members andnembers otthe public, and we realized that
we needed a definitive list of the birds of the Shoalhaven.

iNaturalist

A Shoalhaven bird listrould gpear to be a simple task,
but when you delve into itjt is not only difficult, it is

H (VA

actuallyimpossible!Heres why ... Atlas of Living

Citizen Scientists AUStralla NSW

| questioned one of the list providers mentioned below ala.org.au BioNet

about the accuracy of their list, and was told thi&erson

X' kept the records for the group anih order to "keep The databasessed ¢ qwith NSWBIioNetstill to be added

the peace’he / she recorded what peopleaidthey saw | giso realized that BirdLife Australia hBARC- the
evenwhile doubting the veracitpf the sighting! BirdLife Australia Rarities Committesvhich investigates
One of my favourite computer acronyms BIGO -  and decides on the validity of bird sightings in Australia

garbage in, garbage outand some databasesave more  and its territories

garbage going into them than otherll of our databases, ang thenthere isNSW ORAG the NSW Ornithological
brochures and lists are produced by citizen scientistSRecords Appraisal Committee- which  receives
some of whom are better birders than other&very  gypmissions and providean informed, discerning and
observation from anyoneis potentially wrong. People jmpartial appraisal of claimed records of birds which are
make mistakestven me! rare in New South Wales downloaded both the BARC
When | was a novice birder in Sydney | can remembe@nd ORAC lists as well, and compared all the lists.
looking through bird books trying to identify a bird, and Rjgnt from the start | noticed that there were problems
eventuallydiscoveringhe listing only tofind that the bird  \\ith EVER list!

| identified is a Cape Yorkresident Similar incorrect _ _ ) _

sightings have managed tmél their way intomost - if not The Birdata list had generalized entries where

all - of the various online bird databases. contributors could not precisely identify a bird (which in
_ itself was a bit of a worry) i.e. Brown Goshawk / Collared
Which databaseshould we us€ Sparrowhawk, Crow / Raven, Faivyen, Jaeger, small

BirdLife Shoalhavers a branch of BirdLife Australia and ajpatross. Teal etc. so theseere removed from the lists
the database that BirdLife Australia uses is Birdata. Shoulghe rest of the list was "reasonable! could not see any
we just use Birdata? It wouklire make things simple! obvious errors.
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Which naming convention? Given that we are a BirdLife branch, | used the scientific
The eBird list also looked reasonable, but the ALA list wasames used in Birdata, and also the Birdata names for the
very colourful- see the sukheading below! In addition, all  "definitive" list of Shoalhaven bird names, even though
three lists followed different naming conventions, and some eBird and ALA names were better (in my humble
contained many species with different names. opinion)! For example, the BErald Dove (ALA) or Pacific
Emerald Dove (eBird) is called the Brewapped Emerald

To show how much the names were different, consider A .
Dove in Birdata. Who actually calls it that?!

this: Birdata has bird names listed under "Common

Name", eBird uses "Species Name", and the ALA useBhe "colourful” ALA list!

"Vernacular Name"! According to the ALA general data profiteir search
results are filtered by defaultot excludelower quality

common “ame records, but their filtering process cannot be good. |

immediately suspected the ALA list was pretty crook

or because right at the top of the list was "Albert.yrebird™
= this species is found only in a small region of Queensland
snecles “ame and far nortleast New South Wales$ also removed other
or birds from the ALA list which are definitely not in the

Shoalhaven i.e. birds endemic to Western Australia,

“er“acular “ame? Queensland or Tasmania.

Some of the naming differences were caused by the Albert'?hliyrebird sightings-
addition or subtractionof a single hyphen i.e. Faiwyren -north of Brisbane and
vs FairywrenOtherswere also easy to reconcile i.e. Great south of BAIIHE"
Crested Grebe vs Crested Grebe, European Goldfinch \ Ty
Goldfinch, or Laughing Kookaburra vs Kookaburra. e )

o T

oNorth Lakes

4
* -/ Brisbane
o

@old Coast
o

"Australian" or "Australasian”Eastern" and "Common"
were problems as well for example- Eastern Koel vs 5, BN
Common Koel vs Pacific Koel! ey . ely CHiigese .

However, other naming differences were more obscure e stantrope
i.e. a Cape Petrel is also a Cape Pigeon, a Pacific Ble _
Duck is a Grey Duclqg Swamp Harrier is a Kahu, a i
Dollarbird is anEastern Broadbilled Roller, and an 1 B DX
Australian Shelduck is a Grunter!

In addition, the use of capitals for the second word in a
bird name was problematicsometimes it was capitalized,
other times it wastt.

What about ferals?

Shouldferal birds be included in the list?dtfair enough
that Common Starlings and Commbtynas should be on
the list, because they have established breeding
populations, but what about feral domestic chickens or
geese? Do we include them on the list if they are breeding
in the wild?

And what about feral ducks, which definitely breed in the
wild - do we have a listing for "Feral Duck” or do we list all

Which Scientific Names the individual feral duck species like "Muscovy Duck"?

To reconcile the different names,hlad to examinethe _ _ o

scientific names, but even these were often different! In the end, I just made an executive decision to remove
DNA analysis often causes scientific names to change feral chickensducks and geese from our list.

birds are "lumped” together or "split" apart with the Byt was that too hasty? My wife aridvent to Christmas
scienific name changing as a result. Island and the Coceéeeling Islands a few years ago, and

Sometimes the databases dbecho these change quite happily ticked the resident "Red Junglefow!" which is
resident to both islands.
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The Red Junglefowl looks remarkably like a domestiHow about escaped Canaries or Zebra Finches? Most
chicken, which ish surprising becausés scientific name people would say theyh®uld not be on the list, but what

is Gallus gallusand the domestic chicken is Gallus gallushappens if a couple of escapees find each other and
domesticus breed?

Shouldbreeding populations of escapebs on the list?

Domestic Chickenor Red Junglefowl

And where exactly is the Shoalhaven?

Marg Hamon found a record for a Blaokcked Stork
(Jabiru) seen on a dam on the Gerringong to Berry Road
about 8km from Berry.

| measured 8km from Berrgn Google Earthand ended

up near the maze on the Gerringong to Berry Road. There
are even a couplef dams shown neathat location, one

of which could have been where the Jabiru was sighted.

Unfortunately, this is about 2 kiloetres outside of the
boundary of theShoalhaven!

And how far out to sea does the Shoalhaven go? 50
nautical miles? To the edgef the continental shelf? To
the edge of our territorial waters (12 nautical miles) or the

So is theRed Junglefowshown above a valid sighting on contiguous zone (24 nautical miles) or the exclusive
Christmas Island but not in the Shoalhaven? You might lik€conomic zone (200 nautical miles)?

to check out Red Junglefowl sightings on Birdata. Not onlyy 4 do the northern and southern edges of this zone run

has it been seen on Christmas Island, but also apparentlgastwest, or do they run perpendicular to the coastline?
at a few locations arounddirns, Brisbane, th&old Coast,

the Sunshine Coast hinterland, the Eyre Peninsula in Sout'w
Australia, Great Keppel Islandnd Taronga Zoo! | kid you
not - check it out

BARC and ORAC

You would think that if a sighting in the Shoalhaven has
been accepted byBARC tlle BirdLife Australia Rarities
Committeg, then it would also appear on the BirdLife
Australia database Birdata. And you would be wrong!

A sighting of a Cotk Petrel off Ulladulla in 2009 was
accepted by both BARC ahtBWORAC, but according to
Should cage scapeede listed? Birdata there are no CotkPetrels in the Shoalhaven.

Therehasbeena Ringnecked Parakeet regularly seen in The same thing has happened for the Semipalmated

the Bay and Basin area of the Shoalhaven in the past fewp|overseen at Lake Wollumbooland for a White-Bellied
years. Should it be on our ligtit is an exotic bird that has  storm Petrel.

escaped from a ca@e
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The problem with "splits" BARC and ORAC haveautifully documented rules for
Lets assume there is a bird species on the Shoalhaven listvaluating sightings, but many of thesdes arearbitrary.
that we have only one record for. Letfurther assume For example, should the first sighting ofGaeat Horned
that this species is "split" into two different species. How Owl be accepted ithe bird hitched a ride on a ship for a
do we know which species was seen in the Shoalhaven? few weeks and a few thousand kilometreben jumped
off the shiponto the dock? Ydd think not, butagain,

What about historical records?
ud be wrong!

Some records in the databases go back many years. chi®
Brandis has records for Lettaringed Kites that go backto BARC Rule 4:12a stateShip assisted birds that are
1893 and 1915. Should those Letteinged Kite still be on  vagrants may be acceptable if the speciemight be
the Shoalhaven bird list? There are similar stories forexpectedto arrive in Australia naturallgiven favourable
Brolgas, Bush Stone Curlews and Jabirus. If we find fossiircumstances.

records of Shoalhaven birds from 65 million years ago

shauld they be on the list? How arbitrary is that?

Great Horned Owl stowaway

B
\F'.'.}

In conclusion

Given that there camever, everbe a "definitive list" of
Shoalhaven birds and that any list that is produced will
always be an arbitrary list open to conjecture and
argument from all and sundry, BirdLife Shoalhaven has
Where do we draw the line? Shouleewenly list birds seen  produced arfArbitrary" List of Shoalhaven Birds

. 5 R, )
In the past 100 years? Or fifty? Or only those seen SIrlCel‘he list containsan arbitrarily arrived at number of 400

the year 20007 birds, 339 of which we have "accepted" as pretty likely to

ORAC accepted sighting of a Banded Honeyeater at have been seen in the Shoalhaven, and 69 of which we
Greenwell Point in 1993. Banded Honeyeaters arebelieve are less likely to have been seen here. There is
confined to the tropics of Australia, and they dbappear  also an associated list of 59 "rejected" irthat have

on any of the databases or lists mentioned in this article. somehow been included on one or more of the databases
or lists mentioned in this article.

Should that sighting be accepted just because it wa

accepted by NSW ORAC? The list can belownloaded as an Excel file by clickihip
link - www.birdlifeshoalhaven.a/thelist.xIsx

Banded Honeyeater = Because the list is arbitrary, we are quite happy to receive
‘ arguments for against the inclusion of birds the list.

Send wpur arguments- and supporting documentation or

photos- to communications@birdlifeshoalhaven.org

BirdLife Shoalhavemay form its own sukcommittee to
evaluate all arguments and future sightings. If you would
like to be on the sltommittee, and can provide proof of
your experience and qualifications, let kisow!

And if you find any typos, or errors or omissi@gmshe list
also let us know!

We look forward to hearing from you! Really!
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Australian Birds in Pictures

Two photographers who have been based in the
Shoalhaven have combined their images into 192 pages of
wonderful bird photography.

The Guardian say8With a strong focus on endemic
species, Australian Birds in Pictures, compiled by the late
wildlife photographer Matthew Jones and the bird
photographerDuade Paton showcases a range of wildlife
in their natural habitats.

Booktopiasays"Quite simply one of the best collections
of images of Australian birds ever compiled. This
illustrated book showcases beautifphotography which
depicts the countris wild birds in their natural habitats.
There is a strong focus on endemic bird species and
families, while the authors have specialised in portraits
and behavioural shots. Subjects range from soaring
albatrosses andgtooping raptors, to rarely seen views of
skulking emuwrens and quaithrushes'

The book is available at a number of online bookstores for
around $40.
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Birds have a History But what had happened to the Notes? Garry was able to

-by Chris Grounds ~ find out that Chris Chafer of the lllawarra Bird Observers
Club had the nags, which were typed on cards and stored
in a metal boxg a form of spreadsheet of that time but an
invaluable record. Chafer was happy to pass on the
records to Garry for safekeeping and he has committed
The accounts of explorers like Oxley and Sturt are loadedhose to a PDF record.

with references to birds, which they relied on in fair the Notes are primarily arceount of the birds on Ellit
measure for food in theijourneys, particularly swans and amijy farm at Tapitallee in the 1930s and 1940s. These
emus, but also the occurrence of birds they were fam"'arnotes were of special interest to Garry as he moved to the
with from other areas. adjacent property in the 1980s and they clearly had
Within Aboriginal culture birds figure in a number of ways immense historical interest. During that period Aubrey
such as food but also in soesacred life in which birds are and his brother Arthur kept notes on the birds in the local
among the totems ofirst nations, clans and inheritance. ~ area and devised a hide that was mounted on a utility that
enabled them to take closap photographs.

There are many fascinating and varied aspectsirafs but
one of the least acknowledged is the history associated
with birds- Aboriginal, colonial and posblonial.

The "Elliot Papers”
Discovery and research by Garry Daly has revealed aho augment his observations Elliott interviewed local
absorbing insight into some Shoalhaven history of birds.residents and collated information on thetatus of the
Garry is the Principal Ecologist at Gaia Research and is weélleds birds.

known in environmentalconservation and birding circles
over many years. He became involved in the 1980s with
record of birds in the Tapitallee area of the northern
escarpment of the Shoalhaven.

The record was known as the "Elliot Papers" and was the
collection of notes of Autey Elliot [19101943], a dairy
farmer and passionate birder.

The Ganggang Cockatoo was common in Elidime

The Elliot Notes for the Gasgang are one example of his
work:

Gang Gang Cockatoo Callocephalon fimbriatum
Fairly common about this district especially west
towards Budgong, Burrier and beyond. Two specimens
were collected by Thorpe at Cambewarra for the
Australian Museum in November 1881.
19/4/29 Saw five near Old home for the first time.
11/1/31 | had an excellent view of trustful pair in the
Forest.
3/1/32 Saw nine on The Forest at Top Flat gully. At
least four were males.

_ e 3/6/38 A pair were over here at home as | worked this
Aubrey Elliot checks notes on a field trip evening.
8/7/40 Two flew over, going south.

-

—

The Elliot Notes were cited in "Handbook of Birds in New|
South Wales" [Morris, McGill and Holmes 1981] asb

in the Birds of the Cougtof Camden [Gibson 1989] but The cards revealed the valuable historic catalogue of birds
the actual location of this amazing record was otherwisethat Aubrey Elliohad seen on his farm and in the broader
unknown. Shoalhaven area.
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In 2021 Garry submitted a paper in the Australian The Abstract of Garly 2021 paper "presents a
Zoologist that dealt with the change in status of the birds comparison of avifauna in the Tapitallee area between
in the Shoalhaven https://doi.org/10.7882/AZ.2021.016  1926¢40 and 198§2020. During that time there have
The paper provided an evaluation of the status of speciedbeen changes in the distribution and abundance of many
but little detailed information. Garry decided to record all birds.Fourteen species have become locally extingtile

the notes as an Book and that is now nearing 28 have colonised / recolonised the area. "Combining
completion. Examples from the records are included with Aubreys and our data a total of 194 species of bird have
this article. been recorded in the area. Dams have been constructed
and native vegetation has regrown on the steeper slopes.
These actions have expanded the habitat for aquatic and
forest dependant species but disadvaged those that

Topknot Pigeon Lopholaimus antarcticus
This pigeon is relentlessly shot with the result that it is

becoming rare although in earlier days it was very
abundant. My father told me that formerly these birds
nested every year in a tall Turpentine tree on the Old
Place on the family property at West Cambewarra. It is

occupy grasslands. The Red Radpes vulpegolonised
the area in 1907 and is implicated in the local extinction of
the Bush Stone CurleBurhinus grallarius'

rare around the mountains here today. At times they
feed freely in the big-leaved figs (Moreton Bay Fig
Ficus macrophylla) on the Old Place. Two specimens
have reached the Australian Museum from
Cambewarra being purchased from Yardley in April
1887 and the other from Dr G. Hurst in 1912.

2/7/32 Jas Lumsden told me that they breed on the
mountain.

1/2/30 in the monthly lists kept by me for the years
1926-30 this species was observed on the following: in
1926 January, April, October and December, 1927
January, May, June and November, 1928 February,
March, May, November and December, 1929 January,
1930 November. These records show a sharp decline.
18/3/39 Al Forsyth told me that when coming down the
Browns Mountain Rd today a flock flew out from above
the top gate. He totalled 34 birds.

23/9/40 Bill Smith told me that about 12 months ago
they were numerous about the mountains near Dapto
as a lot of unrestricted shooting went on among them.

Elliot Notes on the Teknot Pigeon

It is nosmall task that Garry has taken on and the work is
near completion for this labour of love. It will constitute a
significant historic record within Shoalhaven birding. Garry
has added photographic images for virtually all species
with the willing support & several committed bird
photographers in the Shoalhaven.

There is an adage that applies in conservation with history
that "we do not know what we have lost until we know
what we had". Garrg work with the Elliot Notes will be a
landmark production in thepirit of this thought.

Seewww.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/garrydaly.pdér a more
extensive breakdown of Garsy work in the Tapitallee
area.

Topknot Pigeon notd as"relentlessly shot
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The ACThas recently passed lejation to ensure wildlife
is protected Fom Julylst 2022 domestic cats must be

_ _ i kept indoors or on their ownés property
Shoalhaven City Council was one of 10 Councils across

NSW recently awarded grant funding of $92,000 each toThe ACT Minister for Transport and City Services stated
highlight and assist residents understand and accept the the ACT Cat Plan 202031 has been developed to
conceft and benefits of keeping their cat on their own Support responsible petownership and balance the
property. Around 10 stakeholders attended (via Zoom) the Wellbeing of cats with management of their impact on
first meeting held by the RSPCA to work on the project ofCanberré environment.

"Keeping Cats Safe at Home Inddors Knox City Council (Victoria) is proceeding with eh@dr
Most participants were from the Shoalhaven with cat curfew from 10 April 2022, requiring cats to be kept on
Landcare and Council representéait some from Weddin ~ their owners premises at all times.

and Walgett Shirevere also presentNorm and | attended
in our own rightbut also represented Bitdfe Shoalhaven.

Keeping Cats Safe at Home (Indoors)
- by Maureen(and Norm)Webb

The recent Internet surveyKeeping Cats Safe at Home
Indoors' received over 8000 responses with onethé
top reasons ticked for preventing the roaming of cats was
to "Prevent predation on wildlife There were other
choices but predation on wildlife was of major concern.

e T 5 nem c

Other ideas ranged from

1 Highlighting cat born diseases that can affect humans

1 Cheaper access to micro chipping, desexing and
registration

1 Use of an iconic bird such #% Superb Fairwren

(above) b get messages acrass

Tracking collars for cats located neareas ofhigh

conservatiorvalueto showcat owners their roaming

patterns.

This was a great result for those dieated to the q
preservation of our birds and wildlife. It hasken many
years for this reasoning to surface anddmmiaccepted.

While it is early days for the project, ideas brought
forward during the meeting included education for
children, education 6r cat owners and arequest for
RSPCA support for a review of the NSW Companion
Animals Act 1996. As it standsw, Councils across NSW 1
cannot make policies to fit local situations where cat
control is concerned. 1

Identify high conservation areaandgain Local Land
Service support working with National Parks, Council
and volunteer groups toeduce cat impact on native
animals.

Use of Instagram to higight a local Shoalhaven
"celebrity" cat.

Use ofthe RSPCAame as support for all publicity
with this project.

Future meetings are planned to involve cat owners and
stakeholders but
Shoalhaven should also be given time for more comment.

The KCSH project is due to be launched at R&PCA
Education Centre in March 2022.

Although the Shoalhaven project led by the RSPCA is a
step in the right directionNorm and | believe nothing less
than a major campaign utilisingV and social media
backed by strong legislation will change mattersagty .

Shoalhaven Council and Birdlife

The NSW State Governméat Companion Animals Act
must be reviewed!
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Bushfire devastation made worse the Rural Boundary Clearing Code under the Rural Fires
- by Geoff Ball Act 1997.

The need to protect trees remaining after the Currowan If the land ha not been previously protected there is little
bushfire seems obvious. However for some the bushfireréquirement to consider environmental impact and no
has given reason to cut down more trees. need to offset the loss of vegetation.

The Bendalong Mountain survey site is a standard Birdata
two hectare site for conducting 20 minute surveys. This
older map of the site was prepared on Google Maps. It
shows the shelter belt at the road side and the bush on
the left hand side, part of Conjola National Park.

On returning after the NSW lockdown to two survey sites
in Conjola National Park | was dismayed at the first to find
a large shelterbelt had gone aigiat the roadside treeline
had been cut back a further ten to twenty metres from
the road. This occurred sometime between June 2021 and
October 2021, during the lockdown periedbver a year
and a half after the fires!

The Bendalong Mountain Road Birdatavey site extends
from this point close to the Bendalong Road corner to the
far corner 200 metres down the road. On the left hand
side of the road a shelterbelt of mature eucalypt trees has
been totally removed and replaced by the barbsite
fence. On he right hand side of the road the treeline has
been cut back ten to twenty metres from the power lines.

The reason for this clearing is likely to be giveri hash
fire risk managemeritbut it seems highly unlikely that
these clearances would have protected anything or in any

way changed the course of the devastating Currowan fire
At the second site on nearby Nerringillah Road the treesast year.

had again been cleared a further ten to twenty metres
from the road. In addition there has beeextensive
clearance of trees along the Bendalong road, for
approximately two kilometres the bush has been cleared
10 to 20 metres back from the road.

| started monitoring these survey sites after the fires, to
get an idea of bird numbers in theentral area of Conjola
National Park. At that time the park was still closed
road-side sites were the only way you could do this.

There are not a lot of birds in this area, at least this has
%een the case during the surveys | have done since the
fires. The most recent survey, conducted after tree

removal, counted eight and seven total birds on the sites

On enquiry it seems that this clearance is legal. There ar
a number of regulations that might have ailled removal
of these trees. Electricity companies have powerful

"rights' to clear land where there are abowround : : . . e
power lines. Under the Electricity Supply Act 1995 andrespectlvely in a 20 minute count. It will be difficult to see
) if the removal of trees has any effect on bird numbers in

even the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016, they have an |

absolute power to removérees. this small area.

(]J\Ieverthelesszlearances like this are part of the insidious
decline in habitat, responsible for the decline of bird
species generally.

Then in August this year the NSW government introduce
new rules that allow landowners to clear rural land within
25 metres of their boundary with very few restrictions;
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Flattened Fauna "This illustration was drawn from a dead road runremd
-byRob Dunn is included to show something of the serenity achieved by
a few road animals. The frantic pace of constant food

Many would agree, that there are often marked ggeking has slowed considerably here. Regardless of traffic
differences in what Australians find funny compared to speed, the bird is clearly at rest.

Americans. When | came across an American book called
"Flattened Fauna, A Field Guide to Common Animals o
Roads, Streets and Highwaysublished in 1987l
assumed it was an attempt at humour. In fact, it was
written by an academic and very serious in its purpose.
However, you would not think it with quotes like these:

"tKAa Aa | 06221 loz2dzi FyAY YsS
dead but really most insincelyedead. These are animals
in which even flies have lost interést.
A Field Guide to
Common Animals of Roads,
Streets, and Highways
_-l':’:lnrhnl:ll
Road runner  (Geococcyx californicus)
ROER M. KNUTSN' ' The book endshot with a "Mammal & Bird List but a
"Dead Listwhere you can even note down the conditign
‘ 1. Recent, 2. Old, 3. Scraps only.

"Once you have been hooked on flat animals, the urge tol could forgive this book if it had provided statistics on
collect representative specimens emerges quite naturally.animals killed on our roads, advocated for changes to
You might even wish to prepare prime examplesiadl mitigate theimpacts of traffic on fauna and championed

mounts or paperweights. Resist the temptatitn! the work of wildlife rescue groups, but it does not.

The book then goes on to provide a field guide of Hopefully this book is catalogued in libraries under the
flattened fauna sorted by taxa, like the one for a "Bizarre, rather than undetField Guides.
Roadrunnerwith @ SNE &GN} y3IS SELX I ol 02 NB 205 X
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BLS Rocks Wiggles and all that Jazz Next, | thought d have a quick look at Jazz and was
-byRob Dunn  €xpecting to not get very far. But searching on Spotify, |

_ . found Miles Davis, Duke Ellington and then stumbled
In June and July my wife and | went with a couple 0fy¢155 CharligBird' Parker, who provided two tracks. He
friends on a driving trip up through Queensland and 454 \wrote"Ornithology, which | was tempted to include
across the Gulf country to Katherine in the Northern gye though it did not meet thébird” rule. | thought this
Territory, returning homedown through western NSW,  ight mean Parker was a keen birdwatcher, but Google

with the four of us with all our bags and camping gear g,y it relates to him running over a chicken while driving
crammed into one Subaru Outback for 11,000 kilometres. the bands bus! Go to BLS Jazz

Amazingly, we came back friendiespite a difference in vt four playlists in the bag, the novelty of the idea was
our taste in music. | likedock music, they didh They  pheginning to wane, but of course we needed something
liked folk music, | didit. The rule was that if you were ¢, \i4s Not having children, | was completely out of my
driving - you chose the music. Luckily, we found someyen and| called on our Editor, Brett Davis, for help,
common ground. even though he des not have children either. He said
After we got home, | came up with the simple idea of that he would first check out the Wiggles. In no time we
playlists for different music genres which hdard or the  had 15 songs and, because the name of BLS Wiggles after
name of a bird in th title, as opposed to band or artist the catchy BLS Rocks appealed, we wenfunther and
names, like The Eagles. (Trivilow many tracks of the called it a day. Go teBLS Wiggles

Eagles includes the name of a bird? None.) PLAIST a

Of course, | set up the BLS Rocks playlist first. After a BLs Wi Ies

hour of searching on Spotifydl found two blackbirds, / gg

three eagles, (none by The Eagles of course,) one pigeo R BUPVE @  =ororors o ot foymend i betas sssaneing of i on i NEW
dove, seagull and albatross and four unidentified birds. ' M T T

We can argue whether all of the songs are really roc _ _

music. In fact, some clearly are not, but I like Paul Ke"ﬁrett and| had a lot of fun pulling these lists together and

and it was my playlist after lAGo to- BLS Rocksto hear ~ Whatéver your music interests, we hope you enjoy
what | ended up with. listening to them, whether at home, on the way to the

shops or somewhere between Burketown and Borroloola.
Editors Note: Given the premise that if a little bit of
culture is good, then a lot of culture must be great, the
"Music' theme has been extendedn our websiteto
other areas of the arts, and into pop culture as well.

Rob Dunn - 15 songs, 31 min 13 sec

PLAYLIST

7&- > BLS Rocks

-
b | "3. Bi
- &

| commissioned our friends to set up the BLS Folk playlistpur website now has pages devoted to birds and their
as they were clearly the best qualified. Thigt included  involvement in Movies, Literature, Poetry, Fairy Tales,
five sparrows, indeed they said they could give me oneCartoons, Sculpture and Football!

whole fOlk playllst jUSt-for SpaI:rOWS! | have tO admlt that To check them out on our websitelick this lifk!

when | listened to their selection, | really enjoyed it. For
the first time | could actually hear the lyrics, which was
certainly not possible when you are driving along the
horrific dirt road across the Gulf from Burketown to
Borroloola. Go te BLS Folk

BLS Classical was going to be a lgmob Not because of a
lack of depth of knowledge, as my wife was ready to help
out, but composers wrote pieces, detailing the key and
the instruments it was written for, rather than giving a
catchy "song' title. But | was saved when | discovered
"The Bird5 by Ottorino Resphigi, StravinskyChant du
Rossigndl (French for"Song of the Nightingalg and
Vaughn William's "The Lark Ascendihig Go to - BLS "ALCATRAZ
Classical

COELEEN
McCULLOUGH

dacve Binchy
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https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3F2v2709zE9oK88ZxPh9oE?si=2aa0f24dd8ba4c7d
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4vu6doW9mFiuQeM93pAxHi?si=357c7f551a82419f
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6njzs2Fvoxn3N8mHDj3NQa?si=acf62350019f48a5
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6njzs2Fvoxn3N8mHDj3NQa?si=acf62350019f48a5
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/7rBVmaVpZO0FDQ46YDyXOJ?si=71b772b52bce4ae7
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/14topp3NrfmKd3U5PBlkOd?si=a799a41242f84efa
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/birdsandthearts.html

Flying the Flag! For example, the first pair of Hoodies we knew at Cave
- by Chris Grounds and Brett Davis Beach in Booderee National park consisted of C7 and M9.

. ) M9 went to Hoodie heaven it seems, th@7took up with
There has beermuch debate within the volunteering E6 before C7 was injured, resed, rehabilitated and

community of the NPWS South Coast Shorebird Recoveng|eased back into the wild. In the meantime, E6 took up
Project about the pros and cons of bird banding g ccessfully with an unbanded partner, while C7 was

especially of critically endangered species sucho@s  j,,gved with a nest on the eastern end of Bherwerre
much beloved Hooded Plovedue tothe NPWS3topping  geach last year that failed.

the bandingof shorebirds
Out of all of this partner swappingnd location changing

Bird banding began in 1890 with a Danish biologist calleqnare were only 2 successful nests of 2 and 3 fledglings
Mortensen bandingEuropean starlings. Within 40 years .55 five seasons.

bird banding was being used wonldde, including
Australia, primarily to research migration routes.

Shortly after the Second World War, bird bandiigok

off" with the use of mishets and cannometting for = =
shorebirds and waterbirds. By the mid 1960s the

European Union for Bird Ringing (!) was established, anc , s

national bodies also started springing up including the "f
Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme (ABBBS8g T s
www.awe.gov.au/scienceesearch/birdbat-banding ?';?C;:ah"

There are many safeguards built into the bird banding
system. The ABBBS administers all bird and bat banding i i
Australia. Bands are only issued for approved studies, an
banders must havedemonstrated higHevel skills in
catching and handling birds, and must have a permit from
the state wildlife authority before being allowed to
operate a banding project.

q’he nest locations changed as the pairings changed and
there were many nests lost. Late in 2021 the two old
flames- C7 and E6hooked up again ahstarted a nest on
Cave Beach but sadly, this failed sometime around
January 9th.

BirdLife Australia has a PDF documehout the subject
called"Bird Banding and Ldglagging which can bdound

at www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/inféird-banding.pdf It
says that bird banding allows us to identify individual birds
so we can discover fundamental infoation about them
such as their lifspan and movemenisas well agheir
inter-relationships with their partners and their edpring.

Imagine if all the way through this record of breeding of a
critically endangered species there was not one bird with
a leg flag! We would have no ide&the intricacieof the
relationships of the different pairings, the comings and
goings, the change in nesting locations, or the relative
success and failure of the different pairs.

In addition, at least successfufledglings went off the
beach without bandindlagging m recent yearsWho are
they related to? Where did they go? Have they survived?
Who knows? Without banding, vital data is being lost.

Is this good scienc® Is this god conservatior? No!

An unbanded bird is just a bird, but a banded bird is an
individual.

People form attachments to individual birds. As a result,
they really care about the survival of the birds, not just as
some remote ideal that would be nice to attain, but as a
deeply held personal belief based on watching birds and
sharing their lives from egg, to banding, to fledging, to
adulthood and to finding a partner to repeat the whole
process.

Up until a few years ago, every one of NSWtitically _
endangered Hooded Plovers was bandedd we were Keep on banding!
able to discoveamazingdetails aboutheir relationships.
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Umbarra the Pacific Black Duck Songlines are fundamental and deeply spiritual trails
-by Chris Grounds ~across Country that embody Dreaming and Creatén

. _ . Country and are acknowledged and celebrated in song.
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised

this article contains names of people who have died). The authors point out that "due to invasion and
— R attempted cultural destruction since 1788, knowledge of

songlines in southeast Australia has been limited. Now,
new research has begun reawakening andant Black
Duck Songline covering 300 km along the New South
Wales South Coast.

T e T e

The Black Duck Songline, as current Aboriginal knowledge
holders confirm, travels up the South Coast from over the
Victorian border to the Hawkesbury River, north of

' ' ' Sydney, pssing through many important cultural
One of the first things | was taught by Yuin Elders aboulocations of the Yuin and Dharawal peoples of the region.
Aboriginal culture in my early associations with the southYuin teachings for the south coast were reflected in 1970s
coast in the 1970and in particular the Far South Coast book calledThe Mountains Call Me Back".
was the significance of UMBARRA as a symbol of the Yu

people. 1Hus noted the connection of country identified in

mountans between Cullinghutti [Coolangatta Mt.] to
Umbarra is known to contemporary birders as the PacificDithol [Pigeon House], Gulugah [Mt.Dromaderry],
Black DuckAnas supercilioda Mumbulla and Buluwan [Mt Imlay].

The Yuin story of Umbarra comes from Wallaga Lake near
Narooma. Unbarra is an animal hero, rather than a
Creator, and is the totem and protector of the Yuin
peoples from the Dreaming. It is in this Lake that the
physical symbol of Umbarra exists as Merriman Island,
which has the silhouette of a flying Pacific Black Duck

The island bears the name of Merriman who had Umbarra
as his totem. If his people were in danger, Umbarra
warned them so they could take refuge on what is now
called Merrimars Island in Wallaga Lake.

This was a time in the 1978Ds that conservation bHes
around Mumbulla Mountain, just north of Bega, involved
the cultural leader Gubbo Ted Thomas and the eventual
creation of the Biamanga Aboriginal Place now a cultural
place within Biamanga National Park. His wife Ann was
involved with the Aboriginal 8dies curriculum in local
schools.

On this basis the bird is of particular significance to South
Coast and Shoalhaven birders.

In the 1990s an Aboriginal Cultural Centre was built atG to htips://th i /sinai i
Wallaga Lake. The Centre closed for some but was 0 10 ILhtoe Sl ebb Welael b LLON s TRkt e

reported in local presas reopening in 2019 as an Art reawakgnmethe-blackduck—sonql|neacro§3300km|n-
Gallery with the Walker sisters and artists Alison andaustral|assoutheast-167704for the full article.

Marias Walker as resident artists. Editor's Note:Chris was the Head Teacher Social Science
and Deputy Principal at Narooma High School [19834]
which implemented one of the first schowide
Aboriginal Studies courses, consulted on the first Year 7
10 School Certificate Aboriginal Studies Syllabusran a

A recent article inThe ConversatidriOctober 2021] titted  Culture Camp series for Aboriginal students with the
"Singing Up Country" pointed to a further cultural Wallaga Lake community.

significance associated with Umbarra.

The business name is "Madhang Djabadj Ngaranggals
which the sisters point out means "strong black duck
women" in Djirringanj languagy
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