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These campaigns and projects vary in scope, size, habitat,
species impacted and the number of people and hours
involved. They include fighting developments, advocating
for extension of national parks and resenaasd carrying

out handson bush regeneration. Some of these groups

Just more of the same
- by Rob Dunn President of BirdLife Shoalhaven

You would think that anyreport by an organisatiors
President, loolkng backon the achievements of the past

12 months, would have an inspiring, -bpat fitle. a6 peen active for decadeand while others are much
However, my title fothis overview of 2022 appears to be newer, they are likely to still have a long way to go. BLS

bucking ths trend. This is simply a trick to have you fully 1545 to support these projects through our magazine and
appreciate that BirdLife Shoalhaven continuespunch g pmissions, utiing the'power of the BirdLife brand.
above its weight for bird conservation, as has been the

case forseveralyearsnow.

The BLS Bushfire Recovery Project has continued to
receive amazing support from our members through
2022. Our surveyors have been submitting quarterly
surveys for three years now at sites affected by the 2019
In June we released the twear 2020 &
2021 Annual Report for the project

(At this point, | should acknowledge that | hagepied
somesectionsfrom my 2021 annual reportAnd why not,
becauseover the past year we have continued to use 5q pstiires.
most of the same tried and proven methoys.

Rather than taking the lead on bird conservation issues,
we still prefer to support other groups who are on the
front-line. These include the Lake WollumboBlatection

Association Inc, Manyana Matters, Biverre Wetlands in

St Georges Basin, Heritage Estate in Vincentia, Our Futu
Shoalhaven and Keep Jervis Bay Unspoilt, Shoalhave
Landcare, Shoalhaven City Council Bushcare and the NS

NPWS South Coast ShareliRecovery Program.

ARKS
=X

o=

5WMM
City Council

hushcare

Lake Wollumboola
Protection Association Inc

i

Shoalhaven
Landcare

HEST

Heritage Estate

Community

Network

Basin Villages Forum
Representing the St Georges
Basin Villages Community

BIRDLIFE SHOALHAVEN BUSHFIRE RECOVERY

PROJECT o
2020 & 2021 REPORT birdlife

Junve 20X

We are now working on the final report, which will
effectively bring the project to an end. This is partly due to
the effort it takes to prepare the report, but also the
results are being increasingly impacted by the marked
variations in habitat recovery between sites.

To continue todraw validconclusions on the recovery of
birds, we would need to capture additional inforntion
habitat recovery for each site. This would involve a lot of
additional work and is something we consider is beyond
the scope of the original project.

We hope to complete the final project report by March
and afterwards present the results abme ofthe places
most impacted by the bushfires.
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Last yearfollowing the Shoalhaven LGA electibmwrote make contact if you have something important or furory
"With eight new Councillors and a shift in the party just plain interestingo say about birds.

representation, there is an opportunity to reset the
compass on bird conservatidn.Since then we hawe
certainly seen the environment get &etter hearing on
the floor of theCouncilkchamber.

With the easing of Covid restrictiong/e held our first
event for a whilen February in ShoalhameHeadswith an
excellent talk by Nicholas Carlile on the eradication of
rodents on Lord Howe Island.

Hopefully this can continue through to the next LGA
elections in September 2024 and beyond. This resetting o
the compass is now also being progressed at the Federaﬁ
level under thenew Albanese Government. The release of
the Threatened Species Action Plaifowards Zero
Extinctionsin September seta new goal of no new
extinctions and 30% of land and ocean being fully

protected by 2030. NO OTHER BIRDON THE PLANET AN D0 WAAT THELYREBIRD CAN D1
The plan includes some bird species found in the
Shoalhavenlike the Hooded Plover and the migratory
Eastern Curlew an8wift ParrotAlso, withthe Ganggang
Cockatoo and Glossy BlaCkckatoonow recently added

to the EPBC Actthere is the potential for Federal 3 S w\
legislation to have amvengreaterrole in protectingbirds

in the ShoalhavenVe now look forward to the outame
of the NSW Governmemlection Watch this space!

¥Vith about 80 people attending, this gave us the

onfidence to put events back onto the BLS calendar. The
ext event we organisedwas a <reeningof the award
winning filmThe Message of the Lyrehirdihe Huskisson
cinema was filled with 130 peoplandwas followed by a
secondscreeningn Kangaroo Valley.

The BLS Magazine continues as the cornerstone of o
communications to our expanding membership and —
supporters. This quarterly publication about the local bird \IESSA@E OFTHE

scene, combined with the BLS Facebook page a user
friendly website, has been vital in maintaining Bf $oice
to conserveShoalhaven birds.

Each of these platforms B mix of both the serious and
the fun sides of birdsas can be seen witthe release last While boththeseevents werevery well receivegthis was

THE

year ofour Spotify playlists surpassed by the023 BirdHaven Festivalwhichinvolved
e three events in three venues in one weektwo for
’%- " BLS Rocks beginners with a talk in Ulladulla and a bird walk in
é o Huskisson and an aly conference with ten speakers in
: Shoalhaven Heads.

% BLS Folk
) ¢ BLS Classical | ‘,

BIRD HAVEN
FESTIVAL

The eventsdrew about 250 people, whocame from
Sydney, Canberra, Victoria and just down the road. At the
conference there were people from 11 different bird clubs
and interest groups, university students, members of
nature conservation groups and staff from Government
agencies, and at the emt in Ulladulla we had whole
amilies come along.

X

We get manycomplimentsabout the Magazine, which is
all down to the Editofwho relies on his contributorsEd
- though Iam taking some of the credit fahe playlists
We are always keen to get new contributions, so pleasef
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http://birdlifeshoalhaven.org/music.html

We have received a lot of positive feedback on all threeThe deadline for applications is 31st March 2023 and the
Festival events, recognising the quality of all the speakersform and guidelines can be downloaded by clicking the
presentations and the efforts of BLS Festival volunteersfollowing links-

We also need to acknowledgbe support we received S

from BirdLife Southern NSVénd the NSW SoutfEast iLSI_ StudentResearch _Grant_Guidelines _ for
Biodiversity and Conservation Division. Applicants

The original aim of the founders of the Bird Haventivas ~ BLS Student Research Grant Application Form

- Perrie Croshaw and Cathy Lawhen they set it up in  BLS has benefited grdpfrom acollegiate and committed
2018, was to get people thinking more about nature and Committee since it was set up in 2014.would like to
birds. We were delighted that we were able to contirtee  thankall the Committee memberfor the time they put in
build on their vision by playing our part in organising the through 2022and | am delightecthat they areall willing
third Bird Haven Festal. to continue this year. The date for the AGM andafising
Our new initiativein 2022 was the launch ofthe BLS OUr guest speaker is stiieingorganized so there is still
Student Research Grant prograie will be providing a  time if you wantto join the Committee Just ontact meat
grant of up to $4,000 to fund research by a student Rresident@birdlifeshoalhaven.orgnd I will give you
currently enrolled in a higher degree course at a NSW o@n ideaaboutwhat this involves.
ACT university. The grawill support a research projectin - pjternatively have a look at our 2023 Action Plan on
2023 that will improve bird conservation aral better - //birdlifeshoalhaven.org/whoweare.htmlto get
understanding of birds in the Shoalhaven. an idea of the Committésplansfor this yeals activities.
AR '

= =

If you wantto get involved in what we have planned
come along to one of our bird walks, which is a great way
to share your ideas with other BLS members.

i Nl &5 A S

While it is not a requirement, projects focused on
threatened species or with field work carried out within Many thanks for everyorie support in helping us to
the Shoabaven will be highly regarded. The successfulconsere, appreciate and teach others about birdsn
applicant will be required to give a presentation at a BLS2022. We look forward to continue working together to
event and submit an article in a future BLS Magazine. do "just more of the samé& in 2023.
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Birds of the Red Head Villages Manyana Mattersbeautiful book"Birds of the Red Head
_ Villages$ is here! This informative and entertaining book is
-Bird Book by Locals  5thored by Tanya Excell, with Brendan Ryan and Charles
Dove.

P———
° Regular readers of this-magazine will bevery familiar
with the work of bird photographer Charles Dove whose
| r S photos have appeared in the magazine and graced the
cover on many occasions.

As can be seen in the map (below left) the Red Head
villages are North Bendalong, Bendalong, Manyana,
CunjurongPoint and Berringelake.

The book was launched on Friday 13th January at
Manyana by journalist Liv Casben who also facilitated a
Q&A session at the launch.

Although the Red Head villages occupy a relatively small
and limited geographical area, much dfet data in the
bookisrelevant for all Shoalhaven coastal areas.

Book rumbers are limited so act now to secure your copy!
Herés how to order your copy of the book:

1. Transfer $35 per book into the Manyana Matters
account: BSB 062646d Acount number10330188.

2. Add $10 to your bank transfer if you need the order
posted to you somewhere outside of the Red Head
Villages The $10 flat feeappliesno matter how many
copies you order! All purchases will be sent by regular
post.

k-

7 -Eerrmger Lake

3. Label yourank transfer with the reference BOOK +
Your Surname

4. 0Once the payment is mademil your payment receipt
to jorj.lowrey@hotmail.comand make sure you include
your phone number and delivery address free for
anywhere in the Red Head villagédso let us knowf iyou
prefer us to hold it until your next visit.
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BLS Presentation for Manyana Matters | would say "Waalawani Mudgigdl or "Greetings
-by Chris Grounds ~ Friends in use of the Dhurga language of the south coast

Yuin Nation and in the acknowledgement of their care of
[Chris spoke bynvitation at the launch oBIRDS OF THE country and with espect to all Elders.
REDHEAD VILLAGES on behalf of BirdLife Shoalhav
Here is the transcript of that talk on January 18s
Conservation Officer, Chris organized bird surveys an
Land and Environment Court depositions and reports for
Manyana Matters in their conservation actiom202Q] A way to all of this may well be through birddhe
beautiful, amazinglyaried, enchanting, engrossing and
. . varied suite of natural life forms. They are arguably the
Chris Grounds Egeaklng at the book launch most easily experienced but still a litmus test of our

e ey circumstance.

®’he RedHead Villages country is, as much of the
dShoalhaven, a paradox of both natural beauty, some of it
vested in birds and also chronic threat to environment.

Tanya Excell

Goodafternooneveryone and thank you for the invitation . . . .
A paradox is involved in one positive characterisation.

to speak this afternoon for BirdLife Shoalhaven the o : . : .
launch of Tanya ExceltBirds of the RetHead Villages ~ \thin & 1km radius of this community hall 615 species
are recorded, 169 of them birds. Within a 5km radius
What a great occasion it is to gather at this special andthere are 1727 species recorded of which 261 are birds.
distinctive part of the Shoalhaven south coast
environment hosted by the local village communitieiso
are organized and active in defence of that environment,
which now includes a specialist birddk devoted to the
area and community. What a high point this is.

That is a truly encouraging biodiversity figure and
BIODIVERITY is a keystone concept to conseryatftar

all the Federal legislation lledthe EPBC Actwith BC
standing forBiodiversity Conservation.

The paradox at another point is that the Shoalhaven has a
core catalogue of around 360 species of birds, an amazing
array of species including averse migratory element
from many different areas of the globe.

Of this exact double of the local Reldad population here
are 60 plus Threatened Species. As you will detaoe in
every six speciesf birds is THREATENBDith what?
With Extinction- to some extent of time and degree.

One of the most threatened species and a local for you is
the shorebird, the EASTERN HOODED PLOVER, which
listed ascritically endangered in NSW legislation.

On the entire coast from Gerroa to Batemans Bay there
have bea only 3 successfulests this warm season, North
Bendalong is one of thes€&here is one of your treasures.
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Typical Red Head Villages coastal scekﬁ‘wﬂllooded Plover habitat

The northeramost point of distribution of recent years of This speaks to a likely further development from Tamya
this shorebird has been Cave Beach and | have monitoretook, which isvery promising.As people, especially the
only two successful nests iny seven season periods a  younger ones, attach to birds through the book, they will
Shorebird Recovery volunteer realize the importance of recording sightings and then the
h great value of recording them on databases. Then their
presence becomes a major weapon in advgcagainst
gevelopment, particularly if thee are threatened species
involved

In June 2022, 5 birds wergightedon Bherwerre Beac
and since then only 2 on either Cave or Bherwerre
beachesThese 2, a breeding pair new to Cave Beach, los
their one nest and haveénreturned.

Of course, habitat intrusion, damage, loss and outright
The new Federal government recently releasé€CTION ! ) . - ! .
g y destruction are inextricabliinked to this broad picture of

PLANS for select fauna species groups and sites. The - . . .
Action Plan for Birds lists 22 species for urgent attention!oo'[h t_al_odlversrf_y and threat, which does include the
of which 5 are in the Shoalhaven and the one resident'mIOOSItlorlS of climate change.

species is the EASTERN HOODED PLOVER. It is somewhat ironic that what might be seen as natural
factors contributing to changein behaviour and threat

to birds is actually people driveror anthropomorphic-in

its origins. The continuing impact of d&st Coast Lows
intensified weather patterns, drought and bushfire are no
longer simply natural.

This has an element of collapse about it Hagnand as
well challenges for genetic diversity of thé&oody
population and for the extent of its distribution in S E
Australia?

In all this, the"Birds of RedHeadVillage$ through Tanya
and her collaborators gives us an enormously positive
reference point for our attachment to birds and our
homes.

It can take us further iur connection to nature and our
home, our country and in building our appreciation of the
circumstance and context for the Birds of Rddadand
beyond.

We have all moved a significant step forward in
conservation through birds th&s to TANYA book.
Congratulations toTanyaand to Brendan and Charldsis

a good thing you have done.
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A Wonderful Distraction

- by Brian Bird(November 2022)  Of course, those moments always prompt me to spring
into action andl've beenrewarded with images of a ore
off visit from a pair of Gangang Cockatoos and a lovely
little juvenile Rose Robin that sat outside my window
serenadingne for a couple of days.

In what has quicklypecome an all too common story, the
pandemic prompted my wife and | tslow down and re
evaluate our lifestyle. Our daughter had since relocated
interstate and our sorhad decided to make a life for
himself in Japan, so the only thing anchoring usotw In the past couple of weeks there has been a new,

current lifestyle was our jobs. unexpected visitor to the front yard, a smdlivenile hare,
Coming to the conclusion that the hustle and bustle ofmgg:azc;ps out to enjoy a bit of sunshine and a nibble on

daily life in suburban Sydney and the 3 Maur daily
commute for work was no longer for us, we sold up andl am not theonly one the hare has caught the attention of
headed for the idyllic Sout@oast town of Ulladulla. | was - there is a local Squaitailed Kite that has alsooticed
fortunate that the company | worked with established the appearance of our new friend. As a result this
that | would be able to continue to work remotely and beautiful Kite has returned on multipleccasions, circling
from home. and hovering closely over the lawn in hope of seeing the

The spare room that | selected for my home office little hare.

overlooks a spacious front yard andlde-sacfilled with a  On one occasion, as | was finishing up a bit of gardening,
variety of native plants andrees which attract a wide the Kite appeared ah was flying quitelow over the
variety of local birds. bottle-brush in the garden, obviously in hopes of finding

My morning routine soon consisted of making a cof'fee,our little friend.

booting up the work PC and pulling bable blinds to get My wife joined me in the garden to enjoy this wonderful
a view of any bird that decides to present itself, binocularsencounter just as the Kite decided to land in amfeour
and camera always &he ready. bottle-brushes.

. .
— astern Spinleill

| have been presented with a wonderful array of speciesOf course, this sent me scurrying into the house to grab
on a regular basis including Wattlebird@ximson Rosellas, the camera and was rewarded wittrsome images athis
Rainbow Lorikeets, Galahs, Eastern Spinebills, [ewinmagic moment see next page

Honeyeaters, Browihornbills, Kookaburras, Corellas and

. . The Kite has returned to the garden on a few occasions,
a pair of Blackbirds. g

but it has now been mor¢han a week sincéhe hare or
We also get the occasional visit fromRaifous Whistler, the Kite has made an appearance. | can only wonder if the
and Pacific Koaland BlackKaced Cuckoshrikes. There is  Kite was eventually successful in its quest for a feed.

also the regular fhover of the Black Cockatoos, which
always gets me to bouecout of the chair to determine if
they areYellowtailed or Glossy Blacks.

The pandemic has shown us there are plenty of birding
experiences to be had in our owgardens One only has

to slowdown, look absely and enjoy the moment.

Most birders would understand that moment of
excitement when you hear a call that you recognise but
werent quite expecting.

But for now, it is time for me to boot up thevork PC,
open the blinds and look forward to mmext, wonderful
distraction.
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Squaretailed Kite
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The Husky Gang-Gangs When a fence was erected and clearing of the biegan
- by Brett Davis (and Sue Tolley) in Spring 2021, concerned locals who had opposed the
_ . development sprang into action and contacted a senior
4 Murdoch Street in Huskisson has long been an,ncil environmental officer who was able to ring the

environmental hotspot. Adjacent to Jervis Bay Nationalyee clearing operator and demand the work stop until he
Park, the land was once filled with a variety of trees qq |4 get to the site in personThe locals created an
including Blackbutts endowed with at least 67 hollows n¢ormal group with members drawn from local

perfect habitat trees for native fauna. community  organisations including Our  Future
et Shoalhaven, Keep Jervis Bay Unspoilt and BirdLife

-

4 Murdoch Street IEEESIEEV )

The presence of many species of holp@sting birds had
been recorded at the &, including Crimson Rosellas, King
Parrots, Rainbow and Musk Lorikeets, Kookaburras,
Sulphurcrested Cockatoos and Dollar Birds, but the
critical bird present was the Gaiggng Cockatoo which
was listed as Vulnerable on the NSW Endangered Species
List.

—_— 7

(Bridge over Moona Moona Creek bottom left)

Unfortunately for nature, 4 Murdoch Street had been
zoned Mixed Use (B4) and in 2011 a Developmen
Application (DA) was granted for a msbtiilding, mult
storey apartment complex. Although the land went
untouched until well after the DA expiry date in18) the
developers claimed that substantial work had already =
begun onsite to initiate building and Council agreed
although novisiblephysical workhadbeen done.

Proposed development A pair of Gangjangs were on the block and during the
‘ clearing they had repeatedly made very loud distressed
S calls, especially when a tree climber neared their nesting
hh“ — hollow. After 20 minutes the birds had flown away
o sogaean | v ' defeated- and they did not returnd their hollow.

T R

The end result of this incident in 2021 was that no further
clearing of trees was allowed until the end of that

breeding season (Feb 2022) and that further clearing on
the site should be confined to Autumn / mid Winter.

By April 2022 Gangang Cockatoos had been added to
the Commonwealth list as an Endangered species. -Gang
gang numbers had been reduced by 67% during the
previous nine yearswith most of the loss occurring since
2019- principally because dfabitat loss due to bushfires
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but also as a result of thesual ongoing land clearing for poking up out ofthe hollow and violent umnd-down
urban and rural developments. movements as the food was delivered.

Jervis Bay escaped the 2019 / 2020 fires and had becomRecent research suggests that Gaamg chicks fledge
a refuge for many birds. A careful watch of 4 Murdoch between 310 days after they can be seen at the entrance
Street was undertaken by the concerned locals and noof the hollow. The chicks were heard around December
further clearing occurred for almost a year. On the 9th 15th which indicatedthey were active, but the first
August treeloppers and a pair of Gang Gangs all arrived atconfirmed sighting of a chick at the entrance did not
the block within an hour of each other. Luckily, the localshappen until 19th December, leading to the expectation
heard the Gangsang calls and immediately rang the of fledging sometime between December 22nd and 29th.
council officer who was flabbgasted that he once again

) Sadly, the female parent was last sighted on December
needed to intervene.

22nd and never seen again. A Squaaded kite and a
The resolution of the situation was a much more drawn Peregrine Falcon were observed on the site just prior to
out process this time, with the developer arguing there her disappearance, and Sulpkerested Cockatooswhich
was no proof of nesting. However, regular observationhave been known to attack other Cockatoeswere
sessions during the whole of October 2021 dha nesting on the block as well, but her fatenmains
demonstrated the Gangangs pattern of increased unknown.

visitation to one particular hollow, and the chewing of the
bark around the rim indicated the hollow was to be the
nest.

With Mum gone, all the feeding was now being done by
the male- a heroic effort! By December 27th it became
apparent that there were two chicks in the hollow, and
Observations also showed the length of time spent insidebecause of their red crowns, both chicks were obviously
the hollow by the two bird separately and together was males. One chick had reddish tinge to its cheeks (and
increasing, with the pair swapping shifts without ever was christenedCheech by one observer) while the other
leaving the hollow unattended an indicator of eggs had uniformly grey cheeks@hong).

having being laid.

All levels of Government were involved, and eventually a
determination to stop work until after thebreeding
season of 2022 / 23 was agreed upon on the 24th
October, mainly due to the daily observation records and
photographic evidence of the Gaggng presence and
behaviour.

The tree hollow chosen by the Gaggngs was about 25
metres up, so direct aervation into the hollow was not
possible. Judging from their behaviour, it is believed that
the pair laid their eggs sometime around mid October. A
WhatsApp group was set up amongst the locals at this
time to aid in organizing the monitoring of the hallo-

calling itself the Gangang Gang!

, . . . Cheech and Chong
The incubation period for Gargangs is thought to be

between 24 and 30 days, so it is likely that the eggs

hatched in mid November. There were sixteen volunteers in the Gagang Gang, all

Experts have different opinions about how long the period expecting the citks to fledge by Dember 29th but that

before fledging takes with estimates varying from 6 date passed. New YearDay came and went too, with still

weeks after hatching to 10 weeksso fledging was likely no signs of fledging. Day after day Dad continued his three

to take place from as early as the end of December to asr four visits to the hollow per day to feed his chicks.

late as mid January. However, given the uncertainty ofA
S o nother week passed!

when the eggs were laid, intense monitoring of the hollow

began in mid December. Speculation began about the effect baving only parent

feeding the chicks. Were they malnourished? Was their

"development delayed because of lack of nutrition? Would

they ever be strong enough to fledge or were they fading

away?

Both parents came in to feed their young during the day
leaning down from the rim into the hollow and

regurgitating food into mouths of the waiting chicks. All
that observers could see was the tail of the Gagagg
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+ Feeding time with Dad

Finally, early in the morning of January 1%tl22 days
after the first chick was sighted at the entrance to the
hollow - we had some action.

Here is the WhatsApp report from observer Penny ...

"11th Jan, verydiht spitting (rain)

Arrived 5.36am too dark to see hollow properly, assume
chicks inside

5.48 all quiet

5.55 all quiet

6.04 faint call, chick visible

6.07 both chicks, male arrived or chick flew??
Chick in nearby tree

Adult calling

The first fledglinig flight had been so quick it went un
noticed! The two chickkad beenat the hollow. Dad flew

in and landed nearby. While the observer was looking at
Dad,one of thechicls flew!

For the next two days Dad fed Cheech as he moved
aroundin the trees but stayed close to the nesting hollow
He also fedChong who was still in the hollow. By the
evening of the second day Chongd still not fledgegdbut

he was looking a bit "toey" antkady togo.

Penny was first on sitearly the next day.. "2nd chick left
hollow at 10 to 6 this morning! One chick still on site, dad
flown off following the other chick.

Success! The good news story was the successful fledging
of two chicks. The bad news is the unknown fate of the
female parent, and the factthat the inappropriate
development of the block can now proceed.

Although the tree with the nesting hollow will remain on
the site, it is unlikely that it will be rased by the Gang
gang male (if heever succeeds in finding a new partner)
because Gangangs dort necessarily use the same
nesting hollow in subsequent seasons.

However, they usually nest nearby, but given thaist of
the trees have been removed from the block, further
nestingin the areais problematic.

After hundreds of hours obbservaton and reporting the

16 members of the Gangang Gang sincerely hope that
all three males- Dad, Cheech and Chongan live long
lives, find partners and help continue the survival of the
Ganggangspecies ...
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