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Looking back over the last decade or so  
- by Rob Dunn, President of BirdLife Shoalhaven 

As I will be standing down as President at the AGM on 16 January, I thought in my last report I would look 
back over the history of BLS to date. 

BLS was established in March 2014 at a meeting at Greenfields Beach, as a branch of BirdLife Australia. In the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ .ŀǊǊȅ ±ƛǊǘǳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ .[{ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƭŜǊǘ 
to bring pressure to bear on local and state authorities to protect the birding areas we care about. We must 
be an active lobby group as well as sharing our hobby with like-ƳƛƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦέ ¢ǿŜƭǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
ƳǳŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ {ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ ōƛǊŘǎ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
than ever. 

In the following months BLS built a new Committee, developed our conservation priorities and prioritised 
projects. And in February 2014 BLS organised its first bird walk to Lake Wollumboola.  

The first BLS bird walk at Lake Wollumboola in 2014 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ .[{ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмпΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ппǘƘΗ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ .ǊŜǘǘ 5ŀǾƛǎΩǎ ппǘƘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
as Editor! He tried to resign once, but he stayed on, though I am not sure if I convinced him or whether he 
could not bear to see someone else take it on. (The magazine editor job is still up for grabs! ς Ed.) 

Over the last 11 years, with articles and amazing photographs from many, the Magazine has become the 
cornerstone of our communications with an impressive distribution of over 1,200 across the Shoalhaven and 
beyond!  

Our magazine tells the BLS story over the past 11 years. This article attempts to bring that story together and 
go back to some of the highlights. 

Advocacy, research, conservation 
Bird conservation has been front and centre of our work from the beginning. Lake Wollumboola, the 
Heritage Estate and Bherwerre Wetlands in the Bay and .ŀǎƛƴΣ aŀƴȅŀƴŀΣ bt²{Ωǎ {ƻǳǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ {ƘƻǊŜōƛǊŘǎ 
Recovery, Shoalhaven Landcare on-ground projects, dogs on beaches, cats, tree vandalism, the 45-degree 
rule, and tourism and coastal management policies are just some of the issues that we have been involved 
in. 

There have been many people playing key parts in these issues with hours and hours of effort and some 
campaigns will take years still to be resolved. It should be stressed that the heavy lifting on these issues has 
been done by other groups with the BLS Committee providing support as required and through BLS 
members and others acting as volunteers. 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ bt²{Ωǎ {ƻǳǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ {ƘƻǊŜōƛǊŘǎ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘ 
Council, who do amazing work despite the challenges of their operating budgets. 
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Some of our bird conservation partners 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Coast Shorebird Recovery Program volunteers           Shoalhaven Landcare members at a planting day in 2020 

A particular mention should be made of the contributions of Chris Grounds and Frances Bray. Chris has led 
several conservation campaigns and is always willing to provide advice to others. He also worked tirelessly as 
BLS Conservation Officer from 2014 to 2022. Frances has led the campaign to protect Lake Wollumboola for 
some 30 years. This incredible contribution was recognised when she received the BirdLife Australia 
Distinguished Services Award in 2019 ς see photo on next page.  
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Frances Bray receiving the BirdLife Australia Distinguished Services Award 

BLS Bushfire Recovery Project 
The BLS Bushfire Recovery Project was driven by birdwatchers wanting to get a better understanding of how 
the fires had impacted bird populations in the Shoalhaven. With the fires finally extinguished in February 
2020, members started surveying birds close to where they lived. BLS started to bring together and analyse 
these surveys, releasing our final report in June 2023.  

The project was launched by Prof. Martine Maron, President of BirdLife Australia at an event in Mollymook 
ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлнл Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƛǊŜ ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴ 
centre, which was still giving much-needed support to the local community. So, there was a real concern 
that it might be too soon to hold this event. This proved to be misplaced with over 130 attending. Everyone 
wanted to come together to share experiences, as well as hear about the impacts of the fires on local 
wildlife.  

The launch of the project in March 2020 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ .[{Ωǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнл 
edition of the BLS Magazine was one of the first publications in Australia focussed on the impact of the fires 
on birds. And the final report is probably the only report on the impact of the fires across all bird species, as 
research has been primarily focussed on endangered species, which was heavily supported by Government 
funding and donations. 
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Over three years this project became multi-faceted; sharing bird observations, completing surveys, preparing 
reports and articles, helping landowners, supporting arts events, running bird courses, organising bird walks, 
and giving presentations to community groups. Importantly, new connections have been made through a 
prolong period of loss and slow recovery. Fundamentally, the project was just as much about the people 
involved and their experiences shared, then the changes in birds that were recorded. 

The importance of this project was recognised with Prof. Martine Maron and Fiona Phillips MP returning to 
Mollymook in June 2023 to release the final report. 

 
BLS Student Research Grant 
In 2022 we launched the BLS Student 
Research Grant program, offering a grant 
of $4,000 to fund research by a student 
currently enrolled in a higher degree 
course at a NSW or ACT university. The 
grant was to support a research project 
that will improve bird conservation and a 
better understanding of birds in the 
Shoalhaven.  

The grant was awarded to Shanaz Masani, 
a PhD student at the University of Sydney, 
researching the impact of olfactory 
misinformation on predators' behaviour. 
Her work will help the development of new techniques to reduce fox predation on beach-nesting birds and 
so directly assist in the conservation of endangered birds in the Shoalhaven. 

Dr Catherine Price (centre) and Shani Masani (right) 
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hƴŜ ƻŦ {ƘŀƴƛΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎΣ 5Ǌ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ tǊƛŎŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ {ŜƴǎƻǊȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ŜŀƳΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ ϷолΣллл ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ¢ǿƛǘŎƘŀǘƘƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀŎƻǳǎǘƛŎ 
misinformation. BLS will certainly learn a lot from supporting their ground-breaking research, the 
importance of which was acknowledged when the Team won the 2024 Eureka Environmental Research 
Prize.  

The Bird Haven Festival 
The Bird Haven Festival, established by BLS Members, 
Perrie Croshaw and Cathy Law, was held in Shoalhaven 
Heads in 2018 and 2019. Both were a huge success, bringing 
together people from all over NSW with BLS providing 
support with presentations and bird walks.  

After Covid, Perrie and Cathy asked BLS to run the Festival 
in October 2022. The first was a presentation in Ulladulla by 
Dr Holly Parsons from BirdLife Australia, who spoke about 
her work with urban birds. The following week BLS held a 
bird walk to help beginners improve their field identification 
skills to coincide with the Aussie Bird Count.  

The main event was the Bird 
Haven Festival Conference 
in Shoalhaven Heads, which 
was attended by about 130 
people.  

The keynote speaker was 
Prof David Lindenmayer AO 
with other presentations 
from leading academics and 
researchers.  

We also heard from a 
University of Wollongong 
honours student and 
members of the Aboriginal 
Advisory Group for the 
ϥIŜŀƭǘƘȅ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ tƭŀƴΩ 
focussing on the Glossy-
Black Cockatoo.  

With the program, we 
wanted to get the right mix 
of different insights, 
landscapes, species research                                    Keynote speaker Prof. David Lindenmayer AO 
and conservation projects. 

It was a huge effort by many, but from the positive feedback we received, it is evident that we succeeded. 
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Working with BirdLife Australia and NSW BIGnet bird conservation groups 

Key Biodiversity Areas workshop in 2017 just after the production of the Bird Walks of the Shoalhaven brochure 

As a branch of BirdLife Australia, BLS looks to expand our focus through the support of their national 
programs, like the Aussie Bird Count. One of these is the Key Biodiversity Areas program. There are some 
330 KBAs in Australia, four of which are in the Shoalhaven ς Jervis Bay (Eastern Bristlebird), Lake 
Wollumboola (populations of Black Swan and Chestnut Teal), part of Ulladulla to Merimbula (Swift Parrot) 
and after the bushfires Jerrawangala off the Braidwood Road (a species of fresh water crayfish, which 
warrants another article!). As KBA Guardians, BLS makes sure Birdata surveys are being submitted and we 
complete a conservation assessment each year.  

We have always maintained strong links with other birding groups in NSW. We have supported each other 
on conservation matters and giving talks to members. We also hosted the KBA Guardians forum in 2017 in St 
Georges Basin and organised the NSW BIGnet annual meeting as part of the 2022 Bird Haven Festival. 

Walking, talking, marketing Χ 

Conservation through campaigns and advocacy often treated as separate activities from bird education and 
appreciation. They are all actually one and the same and this has certainly always been a major focus for BLS. 

BLS and MUD Birders have always maintained an active bird walk calendar for its members. In 2024 there 
were 50 walks attracting about 500 birders. We have also organised walks for the wider community, as part 
of our partnership with Shoalhaven Landcare after the 2019-20 bushfires and for beginners during the Aussie 
Bird Count. 
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Giving bird talks to community groups is the ideal way to reach out to people, covering beginners to serious 
birders. While several people have given talks over the years, Yolande Cozijn, our Media Officer, does the 
most by far and is in constant demand from all sorts of groups ς retirement villages, churches, gardening 
clubs, Rotary, libraries and more. She even talked to a dog-walking club about beach-nesting birds! In 2024 
alone Yolande gave 12 talks to 385 people! 

However, at the risk of being competitive, I am claiming the most attendees for one event when I gave a 
presentation to three classes at the Basin View Public School last year about the problems with Rainbow 
Lorikeets as part of their STEM project.  

Talking to my young friends at Basin View Public School 

You can do bird talks and bird walks but having some good 
marketing materials is always important to spread the word. The 
.ƛǊŘ ²ŀƭƪǎ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǘŜŀƳ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ 
2017, is now in its third print run, and is our best give-away item.  

We have Bird of the Shoalhaven posters, BLS t-shirts and mugs for 
sale online and bird interpretative signage at several reserves. We 
have a great website (see image of our Home page on the next 
page), an active Facebook page and even have our own Spotify BLS 
playlists.  

These have all helped get more people learning and thinking about 
birds across the Shoalhaven. 

Rob Dunn and Dr Holly Parsons 
with merch 
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Our impressive website is full of the serious and not so serious 
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9ǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ άƘŀǊŘ-ŎƻǊŜέ ōƛǊŘŜǊǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ .LDƴŜǘ ¢ǿƛǘŎƘŀǘƘƻƴΦ aŀǊƎ IŀƳƻƴΣ 
Maggie Mance, Carla Jackett and Kim Touzel have been there every year. But in 2024 BLS decided to hold its 
own Twitchathon event around the Bay and Basin ending up at the Jervis Bay Brewery. BLS had an extra 
ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
mentioned above. For the record the Three Birds and a Cockatoo team won with 73 species and we raised 
$3,000 from the associated raffle - less the cost of four BLS mugs for the highly valued prizes! This event 
followed the success of a similar event in 2023 when the MUD Birders did the Twitchathon from just one 
spot which happened to be at the CupittΩǎ ǿƛƴŜǊȅ ƛƴ aƻƭƭȅƳƻƻƪΦ /ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōƛǊŘǎΣ 
beer and wine! 

The MUD Birders Twitchathon team at CupitǘΩǎ ǿƛƴŜǊȅ ƛƴ нлно ς they did not move from this spot! 

Winners are grinners ς Three Birds and a Cockatoo receiving their prizes from Phil Hendry at the JB Brewery in 2024 

A farewell of sorts 
²ƘŜƴ L ƧƻƛƴŜŘ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ нллрΣ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ά¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ 
of an ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ 
true for BLS, I have deliberately selected photos of people and lots of smiling faces. 

This article can only acknowledge a few of our many supporters, friends and partners. I am aware I have 
missed out many key people and I will compound the issue now by limiting my thanks to the BLS Committee 
members over the years.  
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Barry Virtue was our inaugural President from 2014 until his move to Bermagui in 2015. Barry set up BLS 
with Brett Davis, our BLS Magazine Editor and Webmaster, and Karen Davis, our Treasurer. Chris Grounds 
came on soon after and worked tirelessly as Conservation Officer until 2021. Deb Callister-Carter took on the 
Conservation Officer in 2023 drawing on her years in the Department of the Environment in Canberra. 

 Sue Mitchell and Fiona Evans have coordinated the BLS bird walks and Yolande Cozijn has been our Media 
Officer since 2016. Phil Hendry and Mike Jefferis have been our mainstays down south. Kim Touzel, Emily 
Dyball, Oisin Sweeney and Gary Brady have also been on the committee for varying times.  

And just in recent months Jacky Fogerty, Carla Jackett and Fiona have joined. Finally, I would like to 
acknowledge the work done by Matt Jones as BLS Vice-President from 2017-18. Matt was an amazing bird 
photographer and bird conservationist. His death in 2018 was a great loss to bird conservation in the 
Shoalhaven and particularly the Lake Wollumboola Protection Association. 

I was at the initial BLS formation discussions back in April 2013 and have been President for the past ten 
years. So much has been achieved in this time and I have been delighted to have played my part working 
together with so many friends.  

This article simply marks a change in my support of BLS, as I hope to contribute to future BLS projects when I 
have the time. So rather than saying goodbye, I look forward to continuing to talk about birds out in the 
bush or inside to hear about what is happening in the world of birds. And I am often seen at the Jervis Bay 
Brewery drinking with my birding friends and always up for an ornithological chat or laugh! 
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Position Vacant  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Company: 

 

 

Job Title:    President  

 

Duties and Responsibilities:  Preside over an occasional meeting (or more if you want) 

 

Skills / Qualifications Needed: None - Rob did it for 10 years ς how hard can it be?  

 

Job Location:    You decide ς working from home is completely acceptable! 

 

Working hours:   As much or as little as you want 

 

Salary:     Think of a salary between $120,000 and $150,000 
      ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŀǊȅ ȅƻǳ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ Χ 

 

Benefits:    A tremendous sense of accomplishment in helping to 
      conserve the birds of the Shoalhaven and providing them 
      with a voice! 
 

Contact Information:   secretary@birdlifeshoalhaven.org 

 

 

 

  

mailto:secretary@birdlifeshoalhaven.org
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Budjaan of Booderee Botanic Gardens  

- by Chris Grounds, Conservation Correspondent 

The Booderee Botanic Garden now features a large, outdoor-quality display of 38 bird or budjaan species 
known in the Gardens. A separate Booderee National Park Budjaan poster is now on display at the Visitor 
Information Centre.  

The Gardens display also highlights cultural names, where these are available, of the south coast Dhurga and 
Dharawal languages in keeping with the Booderee National Park Aboriginal ownership and co-management 
interests.  

The display also 
features three 
άThreatenedέ species 
listed under the 
Commonwealth EPBC 
Act, the Gang Gang and 
South-east Glossy Black 
Cockatoos, and the 
Eastern Bristlebird. 

Species vary from very 
rare like the Buff-
banded Rail, to the 
migratory such as the 
Black-faced Monarch, 
to the quite common 
parrots and honey-
eaters, one of which is 
the curious and 
melodious Noisy 
Friarbird (adult, nest 
and fledglings shown 
below), which has just 
completed a successful budjaan summer nesting. 
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Moona Moona Creek Pied Oystercatchers  
- by Yolande Cozijn 

The Pied Oystercatcher is a striking black-and-white shorebird. It is an endangered species in NSW, with a 
vulnerable population of an estimated 200 pairs found along the coast including Jervis Bay. 

Their population faces numerous threats, from habitat destruction to climate change, making their breeding 
sites even more critical. At Jervis Bay, the sandy beaches and sheltered shores provide many potential nest 
sites for these birds. For the last 5 years one pair has successfully bred at Moona Moona Creek. Last year 
another pair decided to breed on Collingwood beach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capturing the journey of Pied Oystercatchers from hatching to adulthood has been a compelling goal for me 
as a photographer. I have been privileged to witness their life cycle firsthand and have had the extraordinary 
opportunity to document the chick's growth and survival. 

The Pied Oystercatcher parents are very diligent and work hard to feed and protect their chicks. By following 
their progress through the various stages - seeing them soon after they hatch, watching them grow, and 
eventually take flight - I hope to highlight the beauty and fragility of their existence. 

Pied Oystercatchers at Moona Moona Creek 

One day old 
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One week old (almost) 

2 weeks old 

4 weeks old 
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6 weeks old 

2 months old 
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A New Approach to Conservation?  
ς by Brett Davis  

In 1995 my wife Karen and I left Sydney on pushbikes for what eventually turned out to be a three-year 
odyssey around Australia. A few days into our trip we reached Hawks Nest and went for a walk to the top of 
Yacaaba Head on the north side of Port Stephens, where we were rewarded with our first sighting ever of a 
White-headed Pigeon (WHP). 

In the thirty years since that first sighting, we have 
seen the WHP go from being a "secretive, 
rainforest bird" - as described in our field guides - 
to being a familiar sight around the houses, parks 
and gardens of Shoalhaven suburbia. When our 
local WHPs come to our house and don't find any 
seed in the bowl on our front porch, they flutter up 
to our window, tap a couple of times, and give us 
the evil eye for not keeping that bowl filled! 

WHPs have become commonplace in the 
{ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ human environments! 

A day or two after our first WHP sighting, Karen 
and I were a bit further north, cycling from Mungo 
Brush to Bulahdelah. While we were waiting for 
the Bombah Point car ferry between the 

Broadwater and Two Mile Lake in the Myall Lakes, we saw our first ever Buff-banded Rail (BBR) as it crept 
through reeds on the riverbank. 

Over the years we have had a few more sightings of BBRs. We have seen them while kayaking around the 
islands in St Georges Basin, and once on a walk around its shore, and about ten years ago we even had 
occasional glimpses of a BBR that seemed to be living in our backyard over a three-week period. We always 
found them quite difficult to get really close to, and they have never been locally abundant. 


