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Landcare and Bird Conservation ... page 7 

This article is a compilation of three related items about Landcare and Bird Conservation 
in the Shoalhaven - the first written by Barbara Liddle, President of Shoalhaven Landcare 
Association, the second by Peter Mair, leader of the Bengalee Landcare group, and the 
third by Rob Dunn, President of BirdLife Shoalhaven. 

 

Conservation Curiosities - by Chris Grounds ... page 14 

Chris comments on a number of "Conservation Curiosities" that have popped up in the 
Shoalhaven in recent months, including Freckled Ducks at Twin Waters Estate, Ospreys 
fishing in Currambene Creek, additions of birds to the Bherwerre Wetland species list 
and megaflocks of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos. 
 

 

Interview with Frances Bray ... page 17 

Frances is the driving force behind the Lake Wollumboola Protection Association which 
has been relentless in its opposition to the forces bent on destroying Lake Wollumboola - 
a 648 hectare coastal lake in the Shoalhaven which now forms part of Jervis Bay National 
Park. The lake has been identified by BirdLife International as an Important Bird Area 
(IBA) because it often supports over 1% of the world population of Black Swans and 
Chestnut Teals, and is equally as important to a number of migratory bird species. 
 

 

A Birdy SeeChange - by Chris Grounds ... page 23 
SeeChange 2019, the first of the annual Festivals for Jervis Bay & Basin Arts, produced 
another major element of "bird art" across many exhibitions, media and artists. 

This season's front cover image depicting Glossy 
Black Cockatoos is part of a painting by SeeChange 
artist Linda Dening. See the Chris Grounds article "A 
Birdy SeeChange" on page 23  for more details. 
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President ial Musings  
- by Rob Dunn 

National recognition for Frances Bray 
I was delighted to present Frances Bray the Birdlife 
Australia Distinguished Service Award (DSA) at a BLS event 
on 23 June at Culburra Beach - "A Celebration of Lake 
Wollumboola".  

Over 130 people were at the celebration, including 
representatives from the three levels of government - 
Fiona Phillips MP, Member for Gilmore, Penny Sharpe 
MLC, NSW Shadow Minister of the Environment and 
Heritage, and Councillors Annette Alldrick, Kaye Gartner 
and John Levett.  

For almost three decades Frances has advocated for 
birdlife conservation. The lake is a Key Biodiversity Area 
(KBA) for Black Swan and Chestnut Teal, an East Asian 
Australasian Flyway (EAAF) migratory shorebird site and 
Little Tern and Pied Oystercatcher nesting site.   

Frances is the KBA Guardian, a long-term contributor to 
Shorebird 2020 surveys and the NSW National Parks & 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) South Coast Shorebird Recovery 
Program.  

In 1993, Frances and friends established what became the 
Lake Wollumboola Protection Association Inc. (LWPA), 
which was successful in 2000 in preventing major urban 
development in the lake catchment. In 2002 the LWPA 
welcomed the lake's inclusion in Jervis Bay National Park. 

They also successfully opposed further urban expansion, 
with the NSW Independent Planning Commission (NSW 
IPC) refusing two major developments in 2018. As the 
public face of these campaigns, it was Frances who had to 
take the brunt of acrimonious opposition from many in 
the local community. The interview with Frances in this 
magazine will expand on her story. Frances has effectively 
helped save a KBA and an EAAF site - local action of global 
significance. Frances is a most worthy recipient of this 
major national conservation award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frances expressed her appreciation saying "I am honoured 
to receive such a prestigious award for doing what I love 
most - that is spending time at Lake Wollumboola, 
observing the subtle changes in the lake's physical and 
ecological character, particularly its birdlife." 

Congratulations also to the other DSA recipient this year, 
Colin Kohlhagen, for his many years of volunteering for 
our neighbours BirdLife Southern Highlands. 

Lake Wollumboola must be protected! 
I might have been well-versed about the lake's 
significance, as a KBA and EAAF site, and was personally 
exposed to those demanding development, rather than 
conservation, at the ugly public meeting before the NSW 
IPC, but the event at Culburra opened my eyes even 
further. 

The fragility of the lake came across so clearly from 
coastal estuaries expert Kerryn Stephens in her talk on 
"How much do you know about Lake Wollumboola?".  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kerryn's explanation about what makes the lake "tick" 
ecologically, showed that it all starts with hydrology and 
water quality. If that is "stuffed up", the lake will never 
survive in its current form.  

  



BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine - Winter 2019 - Page 4 
 

How can anyone truly think that major development at 
West Culburra and elsewhere around the lake will not 
compromise the lake's viability in the future?  

Earlier we were also privileged to hear from Jerrinja elder, 
Delia Lowe. Her moving welcome to country and 
explanation of the cultural significance of the lake and its 
surrounding spiritual landscape to the Jerrinja people was 
profound. These perspectives seem to go 
unacknowledged far too often. I suspect many people 
know more about the cultural significance of Uluru and 
Kakadu, than what is in our own backyard.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The end-game for the battle to save Lake Wollumboola 
must be to have both the lake and its catchment included 
in Jervis Bay National Park and the listing of the lake as a 
Wetland of International Significance under the Ramsar 
Convention. Thanks to Kerryn and Delia 130 more people 
now have extra ammunition to support the LWPA, BLS and 
Frances to fight to make that all happen. 

Acknowledging the support from Council & NPWS staff 
My own presentation in Culburra gave me the opportunity 
to acknowledge the staff in Council's environment team 
and at NSW NPWS. We all know that politics often means 
they have to react to budget cuts and changes to 
organisation structures, while still keeping the "wheels 
turning". Those "wheels" at NPWS include the South Coast 
Shorebirds Recovery Program and winning funding from 
the Save our Species program for projects at the Lake and 
Shoalhaven Heads.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

At Council it includes supporting Bushcare groups and 
one-off projects - like the new bird platform at the lake. 
Also, our submissions to Council inevitably put extra 
pressure on staff time. This often goes unacknowledged. I 
said I spoke for everyone in the Shoalhaven environment 
network in thanking them for their on-going support to 
the community and the environment. The immediate 
applause showed that I was speaking for everyone in the 
room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A successful Environmental Expo 
A big thank you to everyone who helped out at the very 
successful Environmental Expo in Nowra last month. Two 
take-home messages for me. Firstly, a number of our 
supporters are keen to volunteer to promote BLS's work 
and educate folk about birds and we only need to ask. 
Secondly, two of the volunteers on the day said we should 
think about having a continuous slideshow of bird pictures 
at these type of events and get our own poster of 
Shoalhaven's birds. Coincidentally the interest in a bird 
poster was also raised by a community group in 
Cambewarra. Both ideas were discussed at our recent BLS 
Committee meeting and everyone was in agreement. So, 
watch this space. 
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Vale Su Garside-Brown 
Tragically in May, Su Garside-Brown passed away after a 
long fight with cancer. 

Su was a member of Shoalhaven Birders for over ten 
years, enjoying the birds and the company on the bird 
walks and organising many walks too. 

She took part in the Shorebirds 2020 counts each year at 
the Shoalhaven River and was an active volunteer with the 
NPWS Shorebirds Recovery Program. 

She would have walked along Bherwerre Beach in 
Booderee National Park on numerous occasions over the 
years, happily counting the birds and always collecting the 
plastic rubbish along the way. 

Su will be fondly remembered by her many friends in the 
Shoalhaven birding family. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A mystery solved 
In my last President's Report, I commented on the great 
bird banners that I had seen on the scaffolding near the 
NSW Law Courts in Sydney. 

I have since discovered that these amazing artworks were 
created by Camila De Gregorio and her partner Chris 
Macaluso.  

(continued  next column) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Camila and Chris are both members of Birding NSW and 
have a company called Eggpicnic - https://eggpicnic.com 

The City of Sydney has taken on a number of artists to 
provide murals for buildings under construction, including 
Eggpicnic, who donate some of the proceeds of their bird 
artworks to BirdLife Australia. So, we owe them special 
recognition! 

 

 

 

 

              

  
Yupela likim lukim long pisin? 
For those that do not understand Pidgin English, I asked a 
group of kids while birding in West New Britain in Papua 
New Guinea in June, if they would like to look at the birds. 

There was great excitement when they focused on the 
Eclectus Parrots we had been looking at. Whether these 
kids will be PNG's birders of the future is uncertain, but it 
just shows how birds can open up new conversations 
across cultural divides. 
 

 

 

 

  

https://eggpicnic.com/
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Landcare and Bird Conservation  
This article is a compilation of three related items about 
Landcare and Bird Conservation in the Shoalhaven - the 
first written by Barbara Liddle, President of Shoalhaven 
Landcare Association, the second by Peter Mair, leader of 
the Bengalee Landcare group, and the third by Rob Dunn, 
President of BirdLife Shoalhaven. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Landcare in the Shoalhaven  
 - by Barbara Liddle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Landcare movement was established in Australia in 
1986 when the Australian Conservation Foundation and 
the National Farmers Federation came together to call for 
action to tackle the challenges confronting our land, 
water, wildlife and farmland. 

This unlikely alliance received support from Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke, setting an aim to form 300 Landcare 
groups by the end of the decade. Instead it went past 
2,000 and today there are more than 6,000 groups across 
Australia, operating under guidance from State and 
regional bodies. The Shoalhaven Landcare Association 
(SLA) is one of these. 

SLA has a membership of 20 Landcare groups and works 
closely with Council's Bushcare program. The Landcare 
groups range in size from just a few people to many, all 
with a shared passion in caring for the land, waterways 
and coastlines, and the biodiversity it supports. 

      

SLA provides support to its members through training, 
education, communications and project funding with 
liaison by the Landcare Coordinator, Marien Stark. The 
groups carry out a wide range of projects. 

Currently these include a fox baiting program from Berry 
to south of the Shoalhaven River, bank restoration work 
on rivers and creeks, a feral goat control program, a major 
Berry Corridor project and Lantana control projects.  

Projects can involve a single group or several groups 
working together. They can be on small properties or large 
properties, on life-style and hobby farms or on substantial 
farming enterprises. But they all draw upon the wide 
range of skills and lessons learnt in their own and other 
groups. And they all involve many hours of sustained 
effort by a group of committed volunteers focussed on 
sustainable land management and improving the natural 
environment where they live. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Bengalee Lantana Clearing Project  
- Peter Mair 

The Bengalee Landcare Group (BLG) is one of the 
members of SLA and is made up of approximately 30 
landholders with around one third active. 

In early 2018, after receiving funding approval, they 
established the Bengalee Lantana Clearing Project to 
rehabilitate 20 acres of land severely infested by Lantana 
(Lantana camera) across three neighbouring properties at 
Tapitallee. 
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The aim of the project is to remove Lantana, which had 
taken over after past logging and clearing for agriculture 
on the properties. Research indicates more than 1,400 
native species are negatively affected by Lantana, 
including many threatened species. 

Lantana is a woody shrub that has thin, combustible 
canes, and its presence can also create hotter bushfires, 
altering native vegetation communities and pastures. 

A single plant can produce up to 12,000 seeds in a year. 
Most seeds are spread by birds and animals that eat the 
fruit, which is more likely to germinate if it has been 
through the gut of a bird or mammal. Seeds are also 
spread by water, in soil, on machinery and garden waste. 

Lantana can also release chemicals into the surrounding 
soil which prevent germination and competition from 
some other plant species. 

The final goal of the project is to regenerate the area with 
native plant species to rebuild the corridor along the 
escarpment and provide food and habitat for birds and 
other native animals. The project will link up properties to 
the north and south where similar successful work has 
been done over the past 30 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant selection took into account the soil conditions, 
existing native species, bird attracting plants to provide 
food year around, differing microclimates and species 
capable of restoring the tree canopy to provide shade and 
inhibit the regrowth of lantana. 

The plants that were selected include a variety of 30 
native species suitable for temperate rainforest and dry 
sclerophyll forest. 

The birds and other species expected to take advantage of 
the new corridor include 80 bird species already recorded 
on the properties, as well the hope to encourage species 
such as the Wompoo Fruit-Dove, which was once a 
resident in the Illawarra, and Regent Honeyeaters that 
have recently visited the region. 

Funding of $19,000 was received from South East Local 
Land Services and SLA for the implementation phase. This 
was used for the procurement of plants, tree guards and 
star pickets, as well as meeting the costs for an external 
contractor with mechanised equipment to cut access 
pathways through the infestations and slash dead lantana. 
Use was also made of equipment from BLG and SLA. 

Like all long-term Landcare projects, the project involved a 
number of phases and required careful planning and many 
hours of effort: 
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¶ estimating the cost of track making, slashing, spraying, 
mechanical mulching, plants, aviary mesh for tree 
guards and star pickets to secure and stabilise the tree 
guards 

¶ organising working bees to start clearing and treating 
Lantana from April 2018 

¶ using equipment to cut access pathways through the 
Lantana on very steep hill-sides 

¶ poisoning of the thickets with proprietary herbicides, 
using SLA's 600 litre capacity spray trailer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ follow-up spraying using back-pack, splatter gun 
equipment, then hand-cutting and pasting of isolated 
Lantana regrowth 

¶ mechanical slashing once the major areas initially 
sprayed had died back 

¶ hand-clearing in areas that were not accessible to 
equipment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ making preparations for planting - the 966 suitable 
species of indigenous native plants which were 
procured including some donated plants 

¶ moving materials and plants to the regeneration zones 

¶ making tree guards and placing them in positions so as 
to achieve the required densities - the tree guards are 
about 1.8m. high and wired to the star pickets to 
protect plants from wombats, wallabies and deer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ commencing planting in December 2018, which will 
continue until September 2019 with monthly working 
bees - to date 740 individual plants have been planted 
with only 12 dying 

¶ labelling of each plant to help with identification and 
monitoring of growth 

¶ supplementary watering between December 2018 and 
June 2019 with water filled milk cartons positioned at 
each plant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Once the initial phase has been completed in September 
2019, the project moves to the 5-year maintenance phase, 
involving watering, weeding, repair of cages, replacement 
of dead plants and the treatment of any Lantana re-
growth. Planting will also continue as the corridor matures 
and links with adjoining properties. 



BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine - Winter 2019 - Page 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two successful open days have already been held and a 
third is scheduled for the end of September. During the 
afternoon attendees will walk through two of the 
properties on steep terrain to look at some of the planting 
sites and the day will end with a BBQ and video 
presentation. Expect to see some birds too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This will be a great opportunity to see what has been 
achieved to date with this exciting project. Numbers for 
this event will be very limited and will only be open to BLS 
members. More information will be sent out in a few 
weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budding  partnership s for bird conservation  
 - by Rob Dunn 

All Landcare projects support our birds and the wider 
environment, regardless if their primary focus is 
sustainable farming practices or biodiversity. For example, 
many of these projects help build corridors which allow 
birds to move to find new refuges and healthier habitat, 
which is especially vital in the Shoalhaven with the 
expansion of development. 

BLS and SLA is a symbiotic and developing partnership. 
Many of its landowners are BLS members and supporters 
and know a lot about birds. Many BLS members have gone 
to help out at Landcare plantings and point out some birds 
at the same time. BLS intends to build upon what is 
already happening through more case studies in the BLS 
Magazine and letting you know about future planting days 
and events. 

One of the best things we can do for bird conservation is 
to provide more habitat and reduce weed and pest 
pressure. SLA are the experts and are doing just that 
throughout the Shoalhaven. The more help we can give 
them the better it will be for our birds. 

Go to www.shoalhavenlandcare.org.au. 

BirdLife Australia prepared a report called "Birds in Farms" 
in 2000. A follow-up project is currently underway. The 
report can be found here - Birds on Farms  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

http://www.shoalhavenlandcare.org.au/
https://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/OTHPUB-BirdsOnFarms.pdf
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Conservation Officer Report  
- by Chris Grounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My conundrum with this Cool season report has been 
where to start this particular conservation story. 

Given the key interest of BirdLife Australia [BLA] and thus 
ourselves - BirdLife Shoalhaven [BLS] - in Key Biodiversity 
Areas [KBAs] it might be best to start there and specifically 
with the Jervis Bay Key Biodiversity Area [JB-KBA]. 

The BLS Treasurer, Karen Davis, is the BLA Guardian for 
this KBA. 

(Note: Only a section of Jervis Bay National Park is 
included and it is not continuous within the KBA) 

However, the story also starts at the interface between 
tourism and environment, as represented in the JB-KBA, 
the Jervis Bay National Park [JBNP] south precinct and 
Booderee National Park.  

The saga also embraces one of the highest profile tourism 
conflict sites in the Shoalhaven, the village of Hyams 
Beach and attempts to manage peak visitation and traffic.  

This mix became potentially volatile with an initial notion 
that an off-site tourism carpark on an "old tip site" on 
Jerrinja land on the Naval College Road would "fit the bill". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That was followed by another "brainstorm" that a site in 
the adjacent JBNP could also provide such a car park. 

The "ƻƭŘ ǘƛǇ ǎƛǘŜΩΣ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ 
decades as a "take anything" tip had been closed by state 
government order of the Pollution Control Commission 
and the Department of Public Health in 1986. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JB-KBA and JBNP Heathland 
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Both sites fit squarely within the JB-KBA, both are zoned 
to National Park Environment Conservation 1 status 
despite their different tenure and thus subject to the 
strictures of the NPW Act and the highest level of 
constraints, caveats and anticipated consequences. 

The management package containing the suggestion of 
these two sites was passed unanimously through both 
council committee and full council. 

The decisions were alarming enough and my discovery of 
them left me just shaking my head, especially as the 
particular area involved is virtually my birding "backyard".  

As I was to discover, it was a very widely shared reaction 
once the decision was known. 

It was soon apparent that there had not been any 
information, advice or sites background to the decisions.  

Neither had there been any discussion or debate at either 
passage of the proposal.  

It was also very apparent that the proposal represented a 
very serious threat to that part of the JB-KBA. 

The immediate area has an Australian Atlas database 
record of 139 bird species of which 8 are Threatened 
Species and this includes the iconic species, the Eastern 
Bristlebird and the Eastern Ground Parrot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo, emblem of the Shoalhaven 
but surely not of the Council's Tourism department 

The Shoalhaven has two exclusive KBAs, Jervis Bay and 
Lake Wollumboola, both part of the Jervis Bay National 
Park [JBNP]. Both have been, and continue to be, subject 
of and to the most serious planning controversy.  

Both represent that fact that JBNP, in both its discreet 
north and south personas, is still a national park that is in 
the process of being established.  

The Shoalhaven embraces parts of other KBAs such as 
Ulladulla Coastland and Barren Grounds. 

Jervis Bay KBA has the Eastern Bristlebird as a "trigger 
species" whilst Lake Wollumboola was declared a KBA 
because of numbers of Black Swan and Chestnut Teal. 

The Jervis Bay KBA embraces areas that typify the threat 
to a properly integrated national park and to the 
biodiversity of Booderee National Park itself. 

The Heritage Estate is perhaps the best known and has 
been the subject of a major conservation battle since the 
early 1990s. The other areas all adjoin the Heritage Estate 
and the Eastern Bristlebird is keystone conservation 
species for the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

What car park? Naaah - not here - sorry! 

The Heritage Estate Network coordinated a shared 
submission from a coalition of Shoalhaven conservation 
groups comprising BirdLife Shoalhaven, National Parks 
Association, Australian Conservation Foundation and 
Jervis Bay Regional Alliance to protest and object to the 
use of the JBNP. 

The Heritage Estate Network dealt with the Jerrinja land 
and "old tip site" and provided an extensive submission on 
that proposal, sharing it with both the Jerrinja community 
and Hyams Beach Villagers Association. 

Contacts and consultation with the NSW Minister, NPWS, 
Jerrinja Local Land Council and the Hyams Beach Villagers 
Association helped produce a case for the decision to 
return to council through a recission motion. 

When that occurred with a deputation from yours truly 
representing all five conservation groups, the motion 
produced no discussion, debate or dissent and was passed 
unanimously, totally ruling out the consideration of the 
two sites as car parks and the potential intrusion and 
damage to the JB-KBA. 

It was not dissimilar in conclusion to the Cudmirrah Beach 
campaign of 2018, which was also won with a unanimous 
reversal of a prior decision. 

The successful campaign was even reported in the latest 
BirdLife Australia KBA Newsletter - see next page ... 
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Jervis Bay KBA is globally recognised for its Eastern 
Bristlebird population and is home to the NSW vulnerable 
Eastern Ground Parrot. It also is a major tourist attraction 
in the Shoalhaven.  

Despite the area's global importance, Shoalhaven council 
had earmarked two sites within the KBA located on 
Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Lands Council and the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service for overflow tourist car parks.  

A coalition of conservation groups spearheaded by the 
Heritage Estate Network (HEST) and including and BirdLife 
Shoalhaven was not going to let the enjoyment of nature 
get in the way of nature itself. Their submission presented 
a clear, community conservation position and sound and 
scientific information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The council identified that the decision to investigate 
these sites as car park locations was taken in a vacuum 
created by a failure to report appropriate detail to 
councillors.  

As a result, council unanimously rejected the plans to 
build the overflow car parks at these sites. A great 
outcome for nature and tourists. 

If you would like to know more about this successful 
campaign please contact Chris Grounds from HEST and 
Conservation Officer for BirdLife Shoalhaven at 
solum306@gmail.com - or the Jervis Bay KBA Guardian 
Karen Davis at karen@brettdavis.com.au 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:solum306@gmail.com
mailto:karen@brettdavis.com.au
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Conservation Curiosities   
  - by Chris Grounds 

Freckled Ducks 
Kim Touzel, BLS Secretary and super keen birder and 
photographer turned up an interesting duck on a visit to 
an urban lake in Nowra East at Twin Waters Estate. Kim 
saw 43 Freckled Ducks (Stictonetta naevosa). These 
interesting ducks are occasional visitors to the Shoalhaven 
from inland areas where they breed. The Freckled Duck is 
a "Vulnerable" Threatened Species in NSW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Myola Spit 
The Myola Spit on Currambene Creek at Huskisson has 
been on the BLS interest list for some years now. BLS were 
successful in having the consulting ecologist's bird list for 
the site totally revised when the Creek Dredging was 
proposed in 2014. The site is Zoned Environment 
Conservation 1 and is "Dog Prohibited". It is one of the 
most important depositional bird resting sites within Jervis 
Bay. An ongoing problem at the site, which has been a 
relentless disturbance to the birds, has been both on and 
off-leash dogs, especially in the tourist season. 

The sand spit is a favourite resting site for a range of birds 
but, as the photo from July 17 reveals, it is a good place to 
rest for Pied Oystercatchers. Sooty Oystercatchers can 
often be seen there and a small number of Eastern 
Curlews will be seen in the Warm season. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ospreys 
An early morning stroll on the mangrove at the Maritime 
Museum in May was very quiet until two Eastern Osprey 
were sighted fishing Currambene Creek. There was some 
successful hunting to observe on the low tide. The curious 
part was the use by both birds of yacht masts to rest or 
return with a fish to eat; just the kind of roost the Osprey 
prefer. Subsequent checks indicated the birds had moved 
on but as always it was a delight to see this "Vulnerable" 
threatened species. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
It was just a quiet drive home along Naval College Road 
from a heathland walk until one of those Yellow-tailed 
Black-Cockatoo mega-flocks arrived from the Jervis Bay 
N.P. heathland to cross the road heading west, still in 
JBNP, in huge numbers. The crossing continued for some 
minutes before some stragglers joined the exodus. Initial 
attempts to count got to 70 but birds just continued to 
appear from the bush adding groups of 6 or so on a 
number of occasions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Sooty Oystercatchers  
Sooty Oystercatchers, a Vulnerable threatened species in 
NSW, can often be seen on the reefs in Booderee N.P. A 
group of nine birds were on the Hole In The Wall reef in 
late May, which in itself was interesting enough, though it 
was their antics that allowed for some curious 
entertainment. There was vigorous and sometimes 
aggressive and sustained chasing and bullying happening 
prior to the group heading to Scottish Rocks. They are 
included in the NPWS Shorebird Recovery Program but do 
not figure in observations as much as the other species. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pied Oystercatchers 
The Pied Oystercatchers, an Endangered threatened 
species in NSW, are a focus of monitoring in Booderee 
National Park in the warm seasons but one pair has 
nested inside Jervis Bay in the park, successfully producing 
a fledgling last season prior to departing the site. This was 
on the extended shoreline focused on sands and reefs at 
Hole In The Wall so when this pair turned up at the site for 
just a day in mid-May it set curious minds racing. These 
were not tagged birds so the identified Yellow YW bird 
from breeding had perhaps returned to his origins close to 
Wilsons Promontory in Victoria. Their sustained bowing, 
hunched posture was curious. 
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Bherwerre Wetland  
The conservation of the Bherwerre Wetland is very 
strongly related to the development of bird catalogue and 
supporting photography. It is never a task quite finished 
and one of the new species added recently was the White-
naped Honeyeater, shown below. Further very recent 
additions have been the Fuscous and Brown-headed 
Honeyeater and a Straw-necked Ibis. A very dry wetland 
has been replenished in recent weeks with good rains but 
the standout feature this winter has been the absolutely 
profuse and sustained flowering of the signature tree of 
the wetland, the Swamp Mahogany (Euc. robusta). 
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Milfords Lane Wetland 
The Milfords Lane wetland on Burrill Lake was the site of a 
great outing prior to the BLS AGM. It is a site that would 
suit Ibis and the Australian White Ibis was on show there 
just recently. A number of the birds were displaying the 
showy red under-wing red skin colour associated with 
breeding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meroo Lake  
Meroo Lake in the Meroo National Park is one of the great 
places to visit on the Shoalhaven Coast for both birds and 
landscape. It has the added advantage of being a low 
visitation area. As an ICOLL the water level varies but the 
recent good rains have replenished the lake and the usual 
range of waterbirds are back in habitat with the Eurasian 
Coot (shown below) present in big numbers, as well as 
cormorants and darters (shown in the image at the 
bottom of the page). 

 

 

 

 

  






























