
BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine - Winter 2023 - Page 1  
 

ς  

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Winter 2023  



BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine - Winter 2023 - Page 2  
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The final BLS Bushfire Recovery Project 
Report  

- by Rob Dunn, President of BirdLife Shoalhaven 

In June we completed our three-year Bushfire Recovery 
Project, which looked at the recovery of bird populations 
from the peak period of the 2019-20 bushfires in January 
2020 to December 2022. 

This is one of the most important projects that BLS has 
carried out since we started back in 2014 and makes an 
important contribution in trying to understand the impact 
on birds of this catastrophic environmental event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The primary aim of the project was to examine changes in 
bird species richness and abundance by analysing 750 bird 
surveys recorded by some 50 volunteers in the three-year 
period at different fire-affected sites across the 
Shoalhaven.  

The primary findings from the project were that: 

¶ In terms of species richness, more bird species were 
recorded on average at unburnt survey sites, 
compared to burnt sites, though there has been a 
gradual reduction in this difference over the three 
years - see graph 1 on page 4. 

¶ However, in terms of species abundance, while 
greater numbers of birds were recorded in unburnt 
survey sites, compared to burnt sites, there was no 
reduction in this difference over the three years - see 
graph 2 on page 4. 

This could suggest that, while more species are moving 
back into burnt areas from unburnt areas, this is still not 
occurring in high numbers of birds.  

These findings support an emerging view, that after three 
years, while the dawn chorus may now include more 
individual bird calls in some areas, it is still not at the same 
volume that was the case before the fires.  

This could be explained by habitat in burnt areas not 
having recovered sufficiently after three years to support 
the same abundance of birds as in unburnt areas.  

The report expands on this and looks at the impacts of the 
bushfires on both individual and groups of species, species 
considered by the Australian Government as bushfire 
ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ YŜȅ 
Biodiversity Areas. 

While the aims of the project focussed on changes in bird 
species richness and abundance, it also delivered social 
outcomes. The project evolved over the three years and 
became multi-faceted, making casual bird observations, 
completing surveys, preparing reports, helping 
landowners, supporting arts events, running bird courses, 
organizing bird walks and giving presentations. 

Importantly, new connections were made through a long 
period of slow recovery. In many ways, these social 
outcomes have been just as important as the primary 
focus of the project.  

This report is one of the few reports in Australia that looks 
at the impact of the bushfires on all birds. Government 
funding has been directed almost exclusively to 
monitoring the impacts of the fires on threatened species, 
and specific birds whose distribution areas were most 
impacted by fire. While of course this is important, this 
does not answer questions about the future of wider bird 
communities. 

The recovery of habitats across the Shoalhaven has 
marked contrasts from dense regrowth in areas of fertile 
soils to minimal regrowth in the sandy soils in large parts 
of the Currowan mega-fire burn area across some 500,000 
hectares. 

This means that trying to understand what might make up 
the relative diversity and abundance of bird communities 
in the future has not been looked at in any depth. 

This is one of very few reports that scratches at the 
surface on this complex issue.  
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You can download and read the full report by going to 
www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/pdfs/blsbrpfinalreport.pdf 

You can also watch a 45 min. presentation by Rob Dunn, 
BLS Shoalhaven President, called Ψ.ƛǊŘ[ƛŦŜ {ƘƻŀƭƘŀǾŜƴ 
Bushfire Recovery Project ς the people and the ōƛǊŘǎΩ by 
going to www.youtube.com/watch?v=sC7YrxG83b4 

The BLS quarterly magazines since the fires also include 
case studies, interviews, updates and reports relevant to 
the project: 

2023 Autumn magazine ς Yatte Yattah and Little Forest 
case studies follow-up - pp 13-14 

2022 Winter magazine ς Two year project report ς pp 5-7 

2021 Summer magazine ς New Leaves New Lives art 
exhibition ς pp 16-19 

2021 Spring magazine ς Bushfire Research Project update 
ς pp 5-7 

2021 Winter magazine ς First year project report ς page 4 
- and Yatte Yattah and Little Forest case studies - pp 13-14 

2020 Summer magazine ς Early observations ς pp 3 - 15 

2020 Spring magazine ς Interview with Nic Carlile ς survey 
site owner at Budgong ς pp 6-10 - and Bendalong case 
study ς pp 11-12 

2020 Winter magazine ς Interview with Fiona Stewart, 
landowner at Yatte Yattah - pp 9-13 - and West Braidwood 
/ Bawley Point case studies ς pp 14-18 

2020 Autumn magazine ς Early observations - Pages 3-12 

BLS appreciates the commitment to the project shown by 
local birdwatchers, who have contributed many hours of 
effort in the field to complete bird surveys, as well as bird 
photographers, event organisers and speakers, private 

landowners and many more. Without their support this 
report would not have been possible. 

We would welcome any feedback you may have on the 
project, which you can email to me at 
president@birdlifeshoalhaven.org. 
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Regrowth 

http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/pdfs/blsbrpfinalreport.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sC7YrxG83b4
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewsautumn2023.pdf
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewswinter2022.pdf
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewssummer2021.pdf
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewsspring2021.pdf
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewswinter2021.pdf
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewssummer2020.pdf
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewsspring2020.pdf
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewswinter2020.pdf
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewsautumn2020.pdf
mailto:president@birdlifeshoalhaven.org
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What  else has BirdLife Shoalhaven been 
up to? 

- by Rob Dunn, President of BirdLife Shoalhaven 

--- 

Visit by Prof. Martine Maron, BirdLife Australia President 
In April, Prof. Martine Maron, President of BirdLife 
Australia, came to Ulladulla to talk about the latest 
research into tracking the health of woodland bird 
communities. About 80 people showed up on the day. 
This was three years after she was last in the area when 
she spoke at the Mollymook Golf Club soon after the 
2019-20 bushfires.  

Martine covered how woodland bird communities in 
Australia are increasingly under threat and why it is 
important for us to measure and track the condition of 
entire bird communities ς not just individual species. She 
described current research to identify and map all the 
different types of Australian bird communities and how 
we can measure their health and condition. 

She highlighted that with thousands of Australians 
contributing data through citizen science, including our 
own Bushfire Recovery Project, we may not be far away 
from being able to measure and track the condition - and 
hopefully the recovery - of bird communities right across 
Australia. 

Martine was joined by Erin Farley, BirdLife Australia 
Campaigns and Participation Team Leader, who talked 
about the new national laws to protect nature and what 
can be done to make sure we get the best outcome for 
birds. 

It was also great to have Fiona Phillips MP, Member for 
Gilmore, provide an opening address at the event. She 
also spoke at the event in Mollymook in 2020, so the 
event had a certain symmetry with the release of our 
three year Bushfire Recovery Project. 

On their way to Ulladulla, Martine and Erin dropped into 
Lake Wollumboola to meet with Frances Bray. Frances is 
President of the Lake Wollumboola Protection Association 

and recipient of a BirdLife Australia Distinguished Services 
Award for her work over 25 years to help protect this vital 
Key Biodiversity Area. Frances was a bit disappointed that 
there were not too many shorebirds and Black Swans on 
the Lake to show to Martine and Erin, but this was more 
than made up for with at least 10,000 Eurasian Coots. 
Lake Wollumboola never disappoints! 

Supporting the campaign to contain cats indoors 
Along with many other groups, BLS has written to 
Shoalhaven Council to draw their attention to the 
imperative to control domestic cats, and to prevent the 
loss of birds and native wildlife in the Shoalhaven and 
across NSW. NSW and Western Australia are the only 
States that have no provisions on cat curfews or their 
containment indoors.  

This is directly impacting on the loss of birds and native 
animals across the State. The current NSW Companion 
Animals Act means that Local Governments are unable to 
act to control the containment of domestic cats. This 
campaign has been driven locally over many years by 
BirdLife Shoalhaven members Norm and Maureen Webb. 
You can read about in an interview with Norm reproduced 
in our Summer 2019 magazine by following this link 
interview with Norm Webb. 

An excellent turnout! 

http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewssummer2019.pdf
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Maureen expands on this important issue for bird 
conservation later in this Magazine - see next page. It is an 
important issue that will be an increasing focus for BLS. 
Watch this space! 

The 45 Degree Rule 
BLS was part of the concerted campaign to oppose the 45-
degree rule, urging Shoalhaven Council to scrap the rule 
and replace it with a comprehensive urban greening 
program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The campaign was successful after a lengthy debate in the 
chamber in front of a packed gallery at the May Council 
meeting and again at the June meeting as part of a 
recission motion.  

It should be stressed that what has been approved is a 
one-year trial on the changes, so we can expect to have to 
re-ignite the campaign next year, though we should all 
enjoy this success in the meantime. 

Supporting "The Message of the Lyrebird" 

In June last year BLS ran a fundraiser showing to the 
award-ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƛƭƳ ά¢ƘŜ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ȅǊŜōƛǊŘέΦ ¢ƘŜ 
event filled the Huskisson Movie Theatre with 130 
showing up. The producers of the film have just launched 
an edu-action drive to get the film into the Australian and 
NZ school curriculum, which is likely to bring the film to 
Shoalhaven schools. 

BLS has just contributed $1,500 from what we raised at 
the showing in Huskisson to support this exciting initiative. 
To help raise funds for the edu-action drive, the film was 
shown on-line with an hour Q&A session afterwards 
featuring some of the scientists in the film. You can see 
this on - youtu.be/ZcDZdEF1vZA 

Continuing our partnership with Shoalhaven Landcare 

BLS has built a great partnership with Shoalhaven 
Landcare over several years. This has included bird talks 
and walks on private properties, tree planting and 
weeding field days and bird surveys, as part of our 
Bushfire Research Project. 

The group has recently been successful in winning a major 
four-year grant from the NSW Environmental Trust for 
nature conservation projects across the Budderoo Plateau 
to Budgong in the northern Shoalhaven. This will include 
weed control at key habitat sites, replanting beside flood 
damaged waterways, building habitat corridors, and 
expanding the Shoalhaven Fox Control program.  

As part of their focus on endangered species and 
community engagement, BLS will be giving talks on the 
Glossy Black-cockatoo, Gang-Gang Cockatoo and Powerful 
Owl.  

We will send out the details of these talks and Landcare 
field days, so you can all help build on this important 
partnership. You can visit the Shoalhaven Landcare web-
site at www.shoalhavenlandcare.org.au 

https://youtu.be/ZcDZdEF1vZA
https://www.shoalhavenlandcare.org.au/
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Keeping Cats and Wildlife Safe 
- by Maureen Webb 

In 1998 the NSW Companion Animals Act combined cats 
and dogs within the one policy. This Act did not give local 
councils the ability to act for their own requirements to 
control the domestic pet cat. 

Since that time many things have changed. It is believed 
by some NSW Councils and groups that now is the time 
(2023) to review the Companion Animals Act specifically 
to ensure the safety of our suffering wildlife. The feral cat 
is a pariah and it seems that actions to control the feral 
cat can be utilised using humane methods for catching 
and / or euthanizing. 

Research is showing that the pet cat is causing great harm 
to our wildlife including birds. 

Bushfire 
The 2019 bushfires are estimated to have burned over 
97,000 sq km of habitat for native species. 

Over four billion animas were killed, harmed or displaced 
including a myriad of native Australian birds. 

17 species of birds have been identified as requiring 
urgent management action. 

While our birdlife is struggling to survive in remnant 
bushland and unburnt havens, the domestic cat is 
permitted to roam free. 

Research 
It is known that roaming (domestic) cats kill 390 million 
animals per year in Australia, including reptiles, birds and 
mammals. This represents an average of 186 animals, 
mostly native species, per roaming domestic cat each 
year. This data comes from a University of NSW survey 
from 2020. 

Research highlighted in the Sydney Morning Herald on 9th 
June 2023 titled "The staggering death toll of roaming pet 
cats finally revealed" shows "pet cats kill 30 to 50 times 
more native animals per square kilometre then feral cats 
kill in the bush". 

"Domestic cat wildlife killings to surge unless tougher 
regulation introduced" - ANU study (smh.com.au) - the 
article also stated research carried out by the Australian 
National University was conducted for the Biodiversity 
Council, Invasive Species Council and Birdlife Australia and 
that in NSW, 14 Councils - including Hornsby Shire Council, 
Blue Mountains and Wollongong City Council - have 
supported the introduction of stricter regulations since 
2018. 

Blue Mountains Council Mayor Mark Greenhill said 
councils had no power when it came to implementing 
regulations on cat curfews. 

As reported in the BLS Newsletter (Summer 2022) two of 
our members were part of the first Zoom meeting of 
stakeholders for the NSW RSPCA project "Keeping Cats 
Safe at Home Indoors" (KCSH Indoors) with their aim to 
"Encourage cat owners to keep their cats safe at home 
and reduce cat predation on wildlife". The project was 
commenced over 12 months ago.  
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With this project many Councils across NSW applied for 
$92,000 each to implement actions for local residents to 
keep their pet cats safe from harm by keeping them 
indoors. Only 10 Councils were accepted (Shoalhaven 
included) but their application - to acquire the $92,000 for 
the KCSH Indoors project - shows clearly that the free 
roaming domestic cat is an issue covering many areas of 
NSW. 

Actions carried out by the RSPCA and the other Councils 
have all been shown as positive with less kittens being 
dropped at Animal Shelters and knowledge gained from 
education. RSPCA representatives have spoken at 
conferences across NSW plus put into place information 
on social media and a variety of other actions. Shoalhaven 
City Council rangers have implemented actions - giving 
veterinarians pamphlets to get the word out that it was 
safest for pets and wildlife if the pet was kept indoors. 

Also , a targeted, funded desexing project has been part of 
Shoalhaven Council's input into the KCSH Indoors 
program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While Birdlife Shoalhaven sees all these actions as positive 
it cannot be taken as sufficient to stop free roaming pet 
cats from predating on the birds and wildlife still able to 
hang on since the bushfires and floods. Regulations for 
control must be sought. 

Recent research has also established serious health risks 
for both people and native wildlife from the cat-borne 
Toxoplasmosis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While this article may seem anti-cat and while our focus 
must be on protecting wildlife, it is recognised that cats 
hold a special place in many families. This focus on 
preventing cats from roaming must also be seen as 
protective for domestic cats. 

Other research has shown the dangers for free roaming 
cats including motor vehicles, dogs and other cats. The cat 
curfew being called for is many faceted - to better control 
domestic pet cats, reduce wildlife predation, human 
health risk and also assist with the safety of the pet cat.  

  

Cat runs provide good alternative cat accommodation 
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Birdlife Shoalhaven has contacted Shoalhaven Council and 
the relevant NSW Ministers to suggest urgent action is 
required from the NSW government to ensure the 
domestic cat is adequately controlled and kept within 
their owner's property and to give NSW Councils the 
power to ensure control of the domestic cat - control that 
will require a Domestic Cat Policy that could include a 24 
hour cat curfew to assist the cessation of predation on our 
birdlife.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NSW and WA are the only two states where councils don't 
have the power to enact their own Domestic Cat Policy. 

In Victoria, many local councils have already introduced 
cat curfew laws. These include Bayside, Bendigo, Darebin, 
Knox Council, Mitchell Shire, Monash, Whitehorse and 
Yarra Ranges. 

In the ACT, the Government has introduced legislation to 
ƘŜƭǇ /ŀƴōŜǊǊŀΩǎ Ŏŀǘǎ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
better protecting native wildlife. 

The ACT legislation also expands cat containment across 
Canberra for cats born from 1 July 2022. Cats born before 
this date will continue to be allowed to roam, unless they 
live in one of Canberra's 17 declared cat containment 
suburbs. 

Given the recent publicity re pet cats, it seems NSW 
councils cannot act on their own but can only lobby the 
NSW Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There should be an urgent review of the NSW Companion 
Animals Act by the NSW government to give councils the 
power to act for our Australian birds. 

It would seem the more voices heard the more likely 
action will be taken. Any person wishing to voice their 
own concerns re cats and birdlife can write to:  

¶ NSW Minister for the Environment Penny Sharpe 

¶ NSW Minister for South Coast Liza Butler 

¶ Shoalhaven City Council for the attention of the CEO, 
The Mayor and all Councillors (PO Box 42 Nowra or 
emailcouncil@shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au ) 

¶ The RSPCA for the attention of the CEO Stephen 
Coleman at mail@rspcansw.gov.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

Roaming domestic cats can become feral cats 
Cats can be walked - 

they don't have to roam 

mailto:council@shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au
mailto:mail@rspcansw.gov.au


BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine - Winter 2023 - Page 11  
 

Grand Designs at Sanctuary Point  
- by Chris Grounds 

There are a number of elements that comprise threat to 
particular species but none more so than the success of 
nesting, best defined as producing fledglings. 

We at BLS have visited our threatened species friend the 
Eastern osprey (Pandion cristatus) a number of times over 
the years in our magazine and even more in Bay and Basin 
and beyond. 

The Osprey is a Vulnerable threatened species in NSW so 
nesting is critical. However, successful nesting is not their 
forte in the Bay and Basin and perhaps not in the entire 
Shoalhaven and south coast. 

All the attributes for flying and hunting but perhaps not nesting 

Osprey favour the top of tall, exposed human-made 
structures, open in all directions. 

Three fledglings from 7 breeding seasons on the radio 
tower at Basin View was the best that high elevation site 
could produce. 

Another "poorly engineered" nest site known from at 
least 2020 was built on the side of a Telstra phone tower 
at Sanctuary Point (see photo below) and it has been 
singularly unsuccessful though it is unusual as Osprey 
favour the top of human structures such as towers and 
poles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grand Designs 

Remarkably, another pair of Ospreys built a new, 
substantial and impressive nest a mere kilometre away 
atop a lighting pole smack in the middle of suburbia and 
adjacent to substantial traffic - both pedestrian and 
vehicle - see photo top right. It is a mere short glide to the 
St Georges Basin feeding waters like both other nests.  

This pair are not the same birds from the Telstra site. 

Both birds were very busy in breeding activities, bringing 
fish to the nest site and, as always, a continuous supply of 
sticks to replenish the composite stick nest. 

What seemed a pathway to success was quickly reversed, 
probably by two severe wind storms in early July, just a 
week apart. Whilst the nest held - with some attrition - 
the Osprey pair have been seen only the once in the 
subsequent two weeks and the nest appears abandoned 
for the moment at least. 

The irregular but continuous sightings of Osprey - and 
these nesting attempts - speaks to the importance of St 
Georges Basin or "Bherwerre" to the presence of this 
threatened species on the south coast of New South 
Wales. 

Telstra tower at 
Sanctuary Point 
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