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30 ' AT OCAO "AOET O0OOAIT EA 3AEIT160 2AET AT x
- by Rob Dunn President of BirdLife Shoalhaven

In July James Mason, a teacher at St Georges Basin Public School in Basontaeted meo see if

BLS could assist three classes of grade 4 & 5 students (kids) in their STEM project this term. The kids
wanted to get a better understanding of the problem the school has with Rainbow Lorikeets in the
playgrounds and classrooms in close proximity with the kids. He said the problem has become worse
over the last few years and they had recently had instancdsueets flying inside classrooms and
becoming injured and stressed when trapped inside.

So, what is happening down in Basin View?

—

Seventybird conservationists of the future

A month later, | was standing in front eéventy10 and 11-yearolds to talk about soméorikeet
basicsto suggest why it could be happegirandto look at what might be done about it.

The Black Summer bushfires could be part of the explanation. When thew2urfires moved east,

they crossed the highway towards Basin View and stopped at the edge of the village. Mdihyirfgst
Lorikeets could have stayed ahead of the fires and found a sanctuary in the village, leading to a
sudden increase in their local population. We can theorise that many wuitlttavereturned to the
unburnt areas despite habitat recoveryVhy would you, given the village is a great place for
Lorikeets!
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Basin View and the schoale ideal locatiors for nectar feeding and scavenging birds. As the map
shows the village is surrounded by bushland with tall flowering eucalypts. The school also has many
pockets of tall trees, as well as healthy native gardens. In contrast there is minimal tree cover for
roosting and feeding in the residential areas. If you add tottiesscraps of food to be found in the
playground then St Georges Basin Public Schodbiikeet heaven. So, | had to say that theventy

very attentive kids in front of me were partly to blame!

¢ St Georges Basin
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We went on to talk about possible solutions to the problem; making sure that no food was left in the
playgrounds was an obvious first step. Placing decoy owls at the doors into classrooms to deter birds
going in and pruning plants in the gardens to provide shelters for small birds were two other things
for them to consider.

Whites Pest Control Bobble Saxon 47cm Brown Owl Bird Whites 40cm x 1.0m Pest Whites Pest Control Outdoor
Head Owl | Bunnings Wareh... Scarer - Bunnings Australia Control Prowling Owl | Bunni... Laser Solar Owl | Bunnings ...

Before | got to the school the kids had already been doing bird surveys around the school grounds
and had done their own reading about lorikeets. This could have explained the 15 or so questions |
wasasked. The project has obviously got off to a great start!

The lufdowt wolicu
of @ View

irdlifa

.....

Lo

As the project proceeds the kidsill decide what they want to focus ona poster, decoy birds,
surveys, etc. | made the offer to them that when they finish their projects, they could make a
presentation to BLS members about what they have found out. They seemed to be up for the
challenge, so | hope to see the kids again in October to hear what theydisovered.

It was great to meet some of our youngest local bird conservationists. It bodes wtikfarture of
birds and bird conservation in the Shoalhaven!
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Wetlands and Sewerage Ponds - a Trip to North Queensland
- by Phil Hendry

One of the things | love about birding is the new perspective it gives on travel and that it takes you to
out of the way places. Earlier this year | had the need to drive to Herberton in Roknsland. This

was an opportunity to see some birds that we @mormally see around the Shoalhaven. Onehef

ways | kept amused was to keep a daily list of birds that | could identify from the car at up to 100
km/h. Naturally, the lists consisted almost entirely of large birds, morphing into more northern
species each day.

Bluefaced Honeyeater

By day 3, Gympie to Rockhamptorhdd recorded
Combcrest('ai\]acana Redtailed Black Cockatoos and Biseed

E= Honeyeaters, a Gregrowned Babbler and a Comb

crested Jacana. The next day, to Mackay, | saw a

Scalybreasted Lorikeet, Brahminy Kite, Blawkcked
Stork (Jabiru) and Pheasant Coucal. Anyway, you get
the idea. Also helping to keep me amused for the
3500 km northwards, was a revisit to the complete
BBC series of the Hitch Hikers Guide to the Galaxy.

Mike Jefferis had recommended a coumé s -

stops along the way Fistly, | spent an- Great Crested Grebes —
excellent couple of hours at the Rockhampton. =~ —— - —
Botanic Gardens. There is a large lake in the = ' - o g
gardens, and it was thrilling to get a great look —— — e

at some Great Crested Grebes including=a™ =
couple of chicks. =

around Rockhampton, at théwool Wasla | =
got my first look at some young Chestnur
breasted Mannikins althougt@h still not sure "

that they werer2 Nutmeg Munias. \1—:"’ < S

Mike@ second recommendation was Eungela to the west of Mackay. It is famous, of course, for the
Eungdla Honeyeater, one of our endangered species with a very restricted range. [Buvitage is
located high above the sugar cane plains west of Mackay and is in an amazing elevated tropical
rainforest.
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Travelling into the National Park, the road | had chosen became a bit steep and ruggeddsut
rewarded at the end by an amazing, secluded campgrouddhe Diggings- by the river. As |
contemplated spending the night there and enjoying the bird life, the sky grew darker, and |
envisaged trying to leave in the morniog rutted clay tracks with no mobile phone reception. | was
overcome with a bout of sensibility and packed up and left before the rain. Sadly, my brief vi€lt didn
include a Eund Honeyeater, but the place is definitely on my list to revisit.

The next day | spent a few hours at thewnsville
Town Common. An amazing place that | have no
recollection of despite having spent many of my
formative years at university in Townsville.

ItQ@ a great expanse of wetlands and paperbark
forests just north of the airport. There were
plenty of birds, most memorably the Comb
crested Jacana, Varied Triller, Reatked
Fairywren and Olivacked Sunbird.

Later in the day, in Ingham, | discoveredlmost
by accident- the Tyto Wetlands. The trails and
boardwalks were a bit neglected, but the birding
was amazing. In a short walk over 25 minutes | saw Chebteaisted Mannikis, Crimson Finas,
White-bellied Cuckoeshrikes, Redbacked Fairywresy Whitegaped, Graceful and Yellow
Honeyeaters and many otherArriving at my brothe® place in Herberton, about 100 km sowtlest

of Cairns, the rain continued, and barely stopped for the week | was there.

Near Atherton on the Tablelands is a famous
. birding spot called Hast@Swamp. It features a
great doublestory bird hide, and although it
wasmpeak bird season, | spotted a Lafigided
Gerygone, Forest Kingfisher and a Spectacled
Monarch. Another day, | got a window without
heavy rain in the rainforest walk around Lake
Eacham. It was too wet to take my camera and
of course all the great birds came out. |
managed not to photograph a spectacular male
Victoriad® Riflebird, a possible Mountain
Thornbill, female Chowchilla, and an Orange
footed Scrubfowl.
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The rain got heavier, and a low in the Gulf of Carpentaria looked like becoming a cyclone, so | packed
up and headed southwest. It was great to get away from the coast and get some good looks at some
Emuws, Bustards, Cockatend Whitebreasted Woodswallows as | whizzed past. | camped just past
Hughenden, and the next day was delighted to see both Squatter and Spinifex Pigeons. | stopped for
coffee and a visit to the sewerage treatment plant in Longreach. There were various water birds, but
there was also a family of Whi&inged Fairywrens in the saltbush.

AN A

| 't:é\ﬁuo,rl B‘Kiﬁgxgs i SquatterPigeon
Gkt oo e

The next day in Blackall, there was a Sjmihgeked Honeyeater and dozens of Zebra Finches and
Little Woodswallowsa little later. At Cunnamulla, it was still too early in the year to visit Bowra
Wildlife Sanctuary, so | visited the sewerage ponds. As well as the usual water birds, there were
Rufous Whistlers, Splendid Fairywrens and Whiteged Trillers. Crossing the border back into NSW,
the most abundant wildlife were feral pigs, there must have been hundreds per square kilometre!

Little Woodswallow

| Havingpreviously had great birding experiences
around Lake Cargelligo, | headed that way via
Cobar. In drizzling rain at Round Hill Nature
Reserve, | saw Singing, YeHlplwmed, Siny-
cheeked and Striped Honeyeaters.

At ¢Chat Alley there was a quick glimpse of an
Orange Chat among the saltbush, but also lots of
Zebra Finckes and Horsikeld@ Bushlark The
sewerage ponds were rich with birds, highlights
- being Darters, Royal SpoonhillBebra Finces
Blackfronted Dotteres and White-plumed
Honeyeaters.
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Bush Stonecurlew

2 -
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y From there it was straight back to home to
Ulladulla, marveling all the way at our amazing
diversity of environments and birdlife.

. = ItQ impossible to convey the experience of the
abundance and richness of what | had seen,
- however | gave it a shot with one of my favourite
& visualization tools, théword cloud 0aSS 0Sft 2

8| This one is based on the words in my multitude of
bird lists. The biggethe word, the more times it
' occurred in the lists.

t Happy travelling!
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Can the Osprey be helped?
- Chris GroundsConservation Correspondent

Ospreys are a species given to nesting on artificial structures and some ten years of our surveying
South Coast nests has only ever revealed one nest on a-teeel they do seem to love Telstra
towers!

In the last magazinBLS committee member Karen Davis wrote of her success in having Endeavour
Energy provide a power pole for a proposed artificial nesting structure in the Bherwerre Wetland that
would suit a local Osprey pair known in that part of Sanctuary Point.

Monitoring has shown nesting among Bay and Basin Ospreys has been largely a futile and
unproductive activity for the threated species though there are usually birds to be observed.

The Sanctuary Point pair has become associated
with the Telstra tower for the last five breeding
seasonsEach cool season they have attempted to
build a nest on the side of the tower behind an
antenna dish and every time it has failed. It was a
very unusual choice for the species.

The very same happened again this ydart it will
definitely be the last such attemmsthe dishhas
now been removed.

However,hope does spring eternal and a change
of the tower configuration with the removal of the
side antenna has provided a stimulir a new
nest.

The Osprey pair now has a wd#veloped nest on
a triangular platform at the top of the tower see
photo on the next page

» The photosto the left show the old nesting
« attempts and the removal of the antenna. The
~ photo below shows an Osprey takinmgew sticks to
the nest. Sticksare usually taken in flight from
nearby treesg as shown in the image on the next

page.
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For most intents and purposes, the new nest
appears to be viable, which includes
progressive building and replenishing of
sticks taken from trees around the site while
in flight, calls from the nest and the presence
of two adults at the site with at least one on

the nest regularly.

This is the most promising nelstilding
activity in their history at the site. THesprey
pair certainly gets points for perseverance
and our fingers are crosser their future
success

The conundrunwith the new nest location is
that it is very close to a selected site for the
Endeavour Energyote! If the pole is installed
it will be interesting to see if the Ospreys
abandon their new nest or whether another
pair seizes the nesting opportunity!

Monitoring continues with the usual fledgling
time being toward the end of August.
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Rex Worrell z a Shorebirding Pioneer
- by Chris GroundsConservation Correspondén
Photos: SouttCoast Register file, Chris Grounds and Sally Leonard

In May the South Coast Register journalist Glenn Ellard posted an article that detailed a testimony to
Rex Worrell for his contribution to shorebird conservation as a volunteer at Shoalhaven Haeds.
article echoes the sentiments expressed in the SCR article.

The Shoalhaven Heads shorebird nesting area

After Rex Worrell passed away a couple of years ago the NPWS approached his family suggesting a
name change from the Shoalhaven Heads foreshore park asRb& Worrell Shorebird Pdrkn
honour of his extensive work and dedication with shorebirds.

That suggestion was supported by a range of community organisations including the Jerrinja Local
Aboriginal Land Council, South Coast Shorebird Recovery Program and Shoalhaven Heads Community
Forum.It also gained unanimous support from Shoalhaven CounciR&$ contribution was noted

at a Council meeting in May with a presentation by his son Richard.

Rex Worrell spent 30 years looking after the shorebirds that nested around Shoalhaven Heads

In 2012Mr. Worrell was awardedhe Order of Australia Medal for service to conservation and the
environment through the South Coast Shorebird Recovery Program.

At the time he said it waéa real pleasure working with biréand da lovely job to dé.

BirdLife Shoalhaven Magaziswinter 2024- Pagel3



During Re® time Pied Oystercatcher numbers went from a single breeding pair in 2006, to 44 birds
in 2022 Earlier this year a record high number of 56 individuals were counted in monitoring at
Shoalhaven Heads supervised by current Heads volunteer Sally Leonard.

Mr. Worrell moved to Shoalhaven Headsl®82,and he was advised to walk regularly for his health.

As he was strolling the local beach, he bumped onto a ranger rope fencing breeding sites of Little
Terns.dl asked did he need any help and it kind of started from th&hat chance meeting led to Rex
dedicating the next 30 years of his life to the protection and conservation of migratory and resident
shorebirds and their environmergt

Pied Oystercatcher
ENDANGERED SPECIES

RexWorrell spent plenty of time carrying out bird counts, with the numbers passed on to the NPWS and
scientific researchers.

As his son Richard noted in a dedication at Council in Bk built fences to keep predators away

from shorebird nests and patrolled the nesting areas daily during the breeding season, counted birds
each month to contribute to scientific studies, helped design interpretive signs giving information
about the different bird species, took part in the NPWS South Coast Shorebird Recovery Program, and
taught anyone interested about the birds.

~ Richard says his fathedtwas a
<. prolific educator, mentoring and
,:T-‘jF inspiring groups of people almost a

| large as the number of birds he
counted at the estuary during the
~ bird countg.

Endangered shorebirds were comfortable around Rex Worrell, and he
was able to work close to them without causing them any distress.
Picture supplied.
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Birding Scotland and Iceland
- by Brett Davis

My wife (Karen Davjghe BLS treasurer) and | recently spent a couple of months in the northern
hemisphere, splitting the time between Scotland and Icelakthst of our holiday was not a
dedicated birding tripg but we are birders, so we still tookur binoculars, westill lookedfor birds
wherever we wentwe went to a couple of places just to look at birdad we did manage to see a
lot of birds we had@seen before S me of them were fascinating!

One of our favourite places in Scotland was Handa Isl
just off the northwest coast and only a5-minute ferry Razorbills
trip from the small coastal village of Tarbet. The island
spectacular coastal cliffssee image at the end of this
article) and stacks ands a nature reserve and breedin
place for Razorbills, Guillemots, Fulmars, Arctic and G
Skuas, and Puffins (more about them later).

Other notable birds often seeron our trip include
Ptarmigans, Eider Ducks, Harlequin DuGmylagGeese, !
Pinkfooted Geese Golden Eaglasd many birds with

Grouse, Redhecked Phalarope and Rélaroated Dlver Quite a fevalsohad very famlllar names, but
we soon found out that although the names were the same, the birds were very different.

Oystercatchers looked like our Pied Oystercatchers, but
they werer confined to beaches and coasts like our
birds. We saw them in fields, along rivers, and even
perched on rural buildings or wandering around in urban
L car parks!

Our Ravens are small compared to the brutes we saw in
Europe which were close to the size of our larger kites.
Eurasian Magpies were lovely looking birds, bpart
from the black and white colours that saw our birds
giventhe Magpie nameg they are quite differentand
arenot related.

Oystercatcher

Similarly, the European Robin (the Robin Redbreast)
have giverthe Robinname to supposedly comparable biro
in Australia, but its breast is really a dull orange which is
to shame by thenmuchbrighter orange of our Flame Robing
not to mention the brighterand true red breasts of our &
Scarlet and Redapped Robins. And dare | say teaenour |
Eastern Yellow Robin is a much prettier bird as well?! '

In Australia we have Lath@nSnipe and Painted Snipe, bg
they are larger and much more cryptic than the Comm@gss

Snipe we saw in both Scotland and Icelawthile walking a

coastal track in Scotlandenalmost trod on a couple of Snigehey actuallywere extremelycommam

¢ and the drumming sound they produce during their courtship flights was pretty much a constant
during our walks in the Icelandic countrysidegend says thahe erratic flight of the snipe made it
difficult to shoot for hunters, and the wordsnipeg€ was coinedfor a marksman with the skills to
bring them down!
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Golden Plovers in Europe are similar and related to the

Pacific Golden Plovers we see in Australia. It was weird Golden Plover
seeing Golden Plovers in full breeding plumage and even

weirder to see them away from the coasin farmland,

andevenin mountainous regiong see photo at right

Blacktailed Godwits were sighted regularly, and they
too were in their fullbreeding plumage. In Australia
they are exclusively coastal, but in Scotland and Iceland
we saw them in a much larger variety of habitasnd
mostly inland! And did you know that Blatkled
Godwits are the national bird of the Netherlands?

¥ Arctic Terns were the most common tern we saw in
i Iceland The species is migratory, travelling from its

northern SummerArctic breeding grounds to the

8¢ Antarctic coast for the southern summer.

- Blacktailed

= According to Wikipedia, recent studies have shown
average annuakmigrations of over70,000 km for
birds nesting in Icelandnaking their migrations the
longestof any bird or animal And they experience
more hours of daylight than any other living thiag
well!

In northern Iceland we stayed at a hostel that veasrounded by~

anesting colony of Arctic Terns. Fifty metres from the hostel wasctic Tern
a bird hice which overlooked a small island that was home to
hundreds of Puffins. The hostel had a supply of hard hats thatit
loaned to guests who dared to venture through the nesting terns

to the bird hide.

Arctic Terns- despite their delicate appearancedefend their s
nests aggressively, awde were constantly under attack duringzSss
the short traverse. M helmet was struck hard a couple of timdies
duringthe visit to the hide!

Another commonly sen bird during our trip was the Whimbrel. Theye pretty much the same as

our Whimbrels, except for the fact that they were calling almost constaitBlandic and Scottish

Whimbrels winter on the coast of Africa, with Asigvhimbrels migrating to Southeast Asia and
AustraliaWe get occasional birds from North America as well.

Snow Bunting (circled) on top of Ben Nevis
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