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Exciting local discovery !
- words and photody Peter Noakes

Lighthouse

My mate Shane and | werstanding on the circuit track near the Ruined Lighthouse (lape St. George
Lighthou®) in Booderee National Parkpmplaining about the lack of birdlife whean unknown birdflew
towards us down thérack

| raised mycamera and started shooting as it flew towardshefore it turnedacross the headland in a
southerly directionnever to be seen again.

| posted the images otihe dAustralian Native Birds=acebook group
(www.facebook.com/groups/AustralianNativeBiydeoking for an ID

and was directedo another Facebook group callatbeabirds and
Pelagics Australia(www.facebook.com/groups/957199944320635
where it caused quite a stiMembers of the siteold me it was a
Herald Petrel, and thapeople apparentlypay lots of money to go

out on ships tgphotographthem and tick them off their life lists

Ata{ SF6ANRA YR tStlFr3anda¢e¢ AlG oI &
and supporting photographs tBARG; the BirdLife Australia Rarities
Committee who eventuallyconfirmed the sighting.

The
Ruined

; L.igmhouse They believehat there has never been a sightingf this bird from
mainland Australialet alonea photograph!

There are believed to be only 25 breeding pairs on the east coast of AustratiaRaindslandwhich is600
kilometresnorth of Cairnsand only 200 kilometres from the tip of Cape York.

Here is the BARC repoct

GThis submission documents themarkable sighting of a Herald Petréterodroma heraldicat Cape St
George Light House, Jervis Bay, NSW, on 23 January 2025. The bird was discovered flying over coastal h
on the headland, marking axceptionalland-based observation.
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Raine Island
s X

=4k

graphic series taken by the observer, supplemented

dThe record is supported by a compelling phojt‘
d

by an identification discussion from the 'Seabirds
Pelagics Australia' Facebook group.

dGThe submission wasunanimously accepted by
reviewing members, with confidence that both
Kermadec PetreP. neglectaand Phoenix PetreP.
alba could be reliably excluded. Key features incluge
the long tapered tail with white undertail coverts
lack of pale shafts visible in the upperwing primaries,
pale loral spots, pale leading edge to the inner wing
and the overall structure and plumage coloratign
consistent with Herald Petrel. = e

OThis represents the 14th accepted record by BARC
and is particularly notable as thiest confirmed land
based sightingof this species in eastern Australia:
While Herald Petrels are known to breed on Raine
Island, off northeast Queensland, coastal sightings| of
this nature are exceedingly rare and difigh
ornithological significance

Wikipedia says thatthe species idisted as critically
endangered under the Australian Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 19P9
(EPBC Artand that a2018 study ranked the species
ninth in a list of Australian birds most likely to do
extinct.

dn August 2017, Queensland Parks and Wildlife
Services (QPWS) staff confirmed a HeRattel chick
had hatched on Raine Island after sighting an adult
Herald petrel taking care of a single egg in a nestin
June 2017. The sighted chick was the first time a Herald petrel was seen to breed in 30 years. Raine Islan
the only known HeraldPetrel breeding site in Australié.

= P

To say the ledsit was pretty exciting to have helped in the study of these $wdhen | had not eveknown
of their existenceprior to all of this happening
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The Osprey z a global phenomenon
- by Chris Grounds

There has been plenty of coverage of our beloved but eluSspreyin the BLS magazine but being the
attention seekes theyseem to be, it is time to broaden the context of this much photographed bird. The
Ospreyis noted for its presencacross so much of the globe.

There are a number of subspeciesRdndionhaliaetus,one of which is the Shoalhaveroastal resident
Pandion haliaetus cristatusr the EasternOsprey The species on the NSW south coadt is W+ dzf Yy SN
threatened species listed under the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act 2014

Ospreyin the ShoalhavenAustralia- 35degrees South

A BirdLifeShoalhaven project was launched
in 2024 to develop an artificial nest
platform at a selected site, which was later
chosen at the south side of the Bherwerre
Wetland at Sanctuary Point, virtually on the
shore of St Georges Basin or Bherwerre.

This needed to be approved by Shoalhaven
| 2dzy OA T X 20Y SNA 2T
property, but delays in a response led to a
further application in early 2025 and a site
inspection with staff. BLS still awaits
[ 2dzy OAf Qa4 NBaLR2yasSo

The long term and continuing presence of
Osprey in the immediate area andheir
unsuccessfulnesting attempts to date at
two Sanctuary Point sites is strosgpport
for the concept.

GdKS

A pair of Ospreyis regularly observed in
that precinct andthere is a nest at the
Telstra Tower in that precinct. That is being
monitored but doesnot seem to have
advanced at this stage.

Observation of what can be best called
Sanctuary Point Osprey has been

happening since 2012 and especially
around 201415 when the bird catalogue
for the Bherwerre Wetland was being

developed.

Ospreyhad a single known perching tree beside ttenal at
that time and later there were continuous and very
unsuccessful attemptsver at least 5 seasons to nest on a
nearby Telstra Tower. The birds would alwaysseen at the

" 4
4
wetland.
' In 2024 a new nest was observed atop the Telstra Tower and
‘ drone checks werentroduced but to this point there has
been no breeding.

In the meantime, thewetland bird catalogue was being
revised to the Birdata record and, as expect@dpreywere a
regular if at times intermittent presence, often as a pair on
TomerongCreek estuary.
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In the first six months of 2025 there were 20 days
Osprey observations made from the wetlanc
boardwalk, mostly at a new perching saong the
estuary.

The observations have verified 74 species and th
were 38 instances ofOsprey individually or as a
pair, predominantly at the wetland.

A new active nest and site behind the Sanctue
Point shops developed in 2024 bile nest did not
prevail and though there have been some sighti
of Ospreyback atthe light tower the nest has not o'\ 1
advanced. A B ) L

The longterm presence ofOspreyin this precinct is in itself encouraging but a successful breeding seems
very elusive. The onlgne known to date was at the Basin View tower. The bird is not an easy one to
monitor but the drone checks are a key strategy.

Balbuzard pécheur@sprey in Switzerland- 47 Degrees North

| have been in touch with this Swiss project f
many years now or at least the English versiois |
an interesting rewilding project in this lafdcked
country.

and approach to and necessity of conservation @
our own circumstance. Th@roject reports are s
testimony to highly committed work.

In the first instance it involves a country without |&
coast further away from the equator than
Tasmania and th@®spreyare seasonally migratory g

They breed in the northern hemisphemummer i
after wintering in Africa.

Another major difference is that the birds are subject
to banding and as their sightings testifthis adds
enormously to project knowledge.

| TheBalbuzardwebsitel a1 aY 2 KS R&preR 2

. go in winter? Up to now, at least two birds released

! in Switzerland have been seen wintering in West
| Africa. They start to return in March each year.

¢ O L2g24 nearly 40@spreywere counted in total, we

% could read the codes of 20 colour ringsSenegal and

! Gambia, originating from Germany (8, black on left
*+ leg), Scotland (4, blue on left legxance (3, orange),
England (3, blue on right leg), Wales (1, blue on right
leg) and Norway (Ilack on right leg). We also saw 4
other colour rings that could not be read in
Mauritania, 3 inGambia, and 6 in Senegal.

Individual birds have been translocated for the
Project from places such as Norway and Scotland.

This is the link to the Balbuzards websitatps://www.balbuzards.ch/en
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© Thomas Bachofner

Osprey in Scotlang Aigas Field Centre57 degrees North

TheOspreyhad been a staple raptor in the UK until its demise in the Victorian era whereadiggting and
hunting for their skin meant they went extinct in the UK in 1840. The first panmetolonise were of
Scandinavian origin and bred on Loch Garten in 1959 and have been brdestimgver since. However, 1e
colonisation was hampered by the presence of organochlgesticides such as DDT.

Aigas notes that th®spreyA & (G KS 62 NI RQ&
distributed bird of prey, being found cgvery continent
except Antarctica due to its highly migratory lifecycle.

The Eurasian subspecies (Pandion haliaetus haliaetus)
breeds in Europe, North Africa and Asiad this
includes a healthy population found in Scotland, the UK
Ospreystronghold, betweerMarch and October.

Aigas is a private venture environmental education
centre west of Inverness and close by Ldddss. The
Ospreycan be observed in the summer from around
May around the Field Centre loclt is the very far
north of Scotland. The loch is seasonally stocked with
large rainbow troutspecifically for theDsprey

There are healthyDspreypopulations in the local area
at Aigas and it is intended they will breatlAigas in the
near future with that support.

There are 200 to 250 successfully breedii§ pairs.
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Osprey in Scotlang Cairngorms NP57 degrees North

Loch Garten and the Nature Reserve
famous for being the ancestral home to th
'Y Qsprew.

After going extinct in Scotland in 191¢
Osprey returned to breed at Loch Garten i
1954.

Five years later, the RSPB opened @sprey
Centre at Abernethy. It still exists today.

Evidence oDsprey in the UK dates back a
incredible 12,000 years. They became exti

in Scotland in 1916, and the Cairngor

National Park has played an important part
their conservation success story since th¢
returned to breedhere in the 1950s.

Osprey come to Scotland to mate, returning

to the same nest and partner year aftgear. The
female Ospreybegins her migration alone, leaving th
nest to fly up to 5,000km tdner winter home. The
male follows, leaving the chicks to make the journ
alone.

Nobody yetknows how these newly born youngsters
know where to gpa2 T2 NJ UKS Y2YSY
VIGdz2NEQa YealdSNRASaod

There is a primary hide located in the heart of
Aviemore, which is located 30 miles south of
Inverness in the famous highlands Cairngorm
National Park [CNP].

The hides are open from late April to lafaigust-
the Shoalhaven winter but the Scottisammer, if it
can be called that.

The Loch Garten site has YouTubelive stream
webcam camera on it¢ the link to watch is:

www.youtube.com/watch?vzTWOPDS|ju0
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Osprey in the USA Hudson River, New York41l degrees North

This sample 0Ospreyconservation is a chance to move
to another continent, North Americand specifically
Hudson RiverNew York- virtually the same latitude
north as Hobart is south.

Ospreyhad successfully nested on the Bear Mountaif
Bridge over the river but the siteas veryunsuitable,so
plans were made to offer the breeding pair a ne
artificial nest siteon the bridge.

Roughly 20,000 vehicles cross the Bear Mountain Briges
every day and th®©spreyneststhemselves are about Qe

Bridge Authority workers tred to encourage birds

to nest on the lower spans, closer to thieer and
FgF& FTNRY OFNB® | 26SOSNE
and appear tolove their perch high above New
York.

-y Therewas a little delaylue toa successful nest of 3
5 chicks in 2024 othe prior bridgenest site.

Plans for a new artificial nest site progressed and
the breeding adults happily moved andbuilt a
nest with three chicks reported and photographed
FT2NJ at 2Lddzf | NJ { OASY OS¢ o

The steel nesting boxes were installed for 2025 breeding to keep birds, eggs and metfadisitto allow
the birdstheir very cherished, elevated site nearly 100 metres above the bridge.

https://www.popsci.com/environmentOspreynestbridge-chicks/
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Postscript on mining the Macquarie Marshes

- by Chris GroundsConservation Correspondent
(photos Leanne Hathnd Chris Groundps

The Macquarie Marshes embrace a BirdLife
International KBA, RAMSAR international status
areas and a NSW Nature Reserve. It is the far
northwest catchment of the entire Macquarie
River- Malikyanga Ngurra catchment system
but as such is impacted by agriculture, grazi
irrigation and water extractions for urba
supply and mining operations.

BirdLife Shoalhaven covered the overt threat
this magnificent biodiversity and bird area i
the Winter and Spring editions of 2024. Sin
then, there has been a good result for th
Marshes and the local landholders that prote
it.
In summary, mining exploration permissions
had been granted to a Canadian gold mini
company, Australian Consolidated _
Holdings by the NSW Resources Regulator bu
this was subsequently withdrawn once
protest campaign challenged the awarding
permissions.

The regulator reversed its decision a
admitted it had not consideredll the "relevant
and accurate information required" to gran
approval. All the sites were on the western si
of the Marshes and on the edge of the Rams
area and disconcertingly close to th
homestead of the Hall famihiocal graziers and
prime movers in Marshes conservation.

ABC News Mayrd, 2025

GThe mining company launched civil proceedings in the NSW Land and Environment Court, arguing th
regulator failed to properly explain why the approval was invalid, but withdrew the case in Febfinary.
regulator then notified landholders that the company had also withdrawn applications to vary its
prospecting titles, which the regulator now considers expired.

dn a statement, the NSW Resources Regulator confirmed there were no current applications unde
assessmentMr. Hall wants to see an investigation into how the proposal was initially approved, and a
review of approval processes more broadly to better safeguard ecologically valuable areas.

"@d like to see the NSW Resources Regulator take ownership of the poor decision that was made and p
systems in place to make sure it doesn't happen aghsaidé
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Cheynes Beach in Western Australia
- words and photosdy Yolande Cozijn

P A, 3 =

b L

| recently travelled to
Cheynes Beach in Weste
Australia, drawn by its
reputation as one of the
best places to search fo
GKNBES 2F GKS
elusive and threatened
birds: the Noisy Scrubird,
the Western Whipbird, and
the Western Bristlebird.

This remote coastal
settlement, located east of
Albany and surrounded b
heathland and national
parks, offers a rare
opportunity to encounter
species that are found i
only a handful of locations.

Y.

As a passionate bird photographer, | was excited by the challenge of tracking these cryptic birds in the
natural habitat, where the wild landscape of flowering shrubs, granite outcrops, and ocean views creates
breathtaking backdrop.

Although | hoped to see all three
New Holland Honeyeater iconic species, it was the Western
Bristlebird that finally revealed itself
T a fleeting but unforgettable

moment. | was lucky enough not
only to observe it but also to
capture a few precious photographs
as it briefly emerged from the dense
coastal heatl{see next page)

While the Noisy Scrubird and
Western Whipbird remained
hidden, the experience of searching
for them deepened my appreciation
for how fragile and elusive these
birds are.

| also encountered other south
western specialties such as the
beautiful Western Spinebill, a tiny,
striking honeyeater that darted
through the flowering vegetation
(see next page)

My visit to Cheynes Beach was not
only about ticking birds off a list but
about connecting with a rare and
threatened ecosystem.

It reminded me of the importance of
protecting these habitats and the
extraordinary birds that call them
home.
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Western Bristlebird

‘ ., Whiﬁt@b;eéﬂiéd Robi
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Beachcombing

They wash up on our beaches every year in Spring and
we hardly give them a second glance, unless it is a

YI22N) agNBO1¢ 2F (K2%mwtt yREA 2F ﬁf\Né

tailed Shearwaters or Tasmanian Muttonbirds, ang
they breed in Australia in their millions.

But on 20th November 2023, one keegyed beachgoer
at Kioloa did stop for a second look at a rath
decomposed Shearwater carcass on Kioloa Beach.
noticed something rather peculiar attached to thi
{ KSIFNBIUOSNRa S3Id ¢KS ¢
called in to have a look.

Ld oslayQi GKS y2NXIf O0ANR 0l
been on the missing leg. | recommended reporting the find, WAl
information and photos, to the Australian Bird and Bat Band

Scheme (ABBBS). This was done and a request came to send|
object as it was a geolocatarwhich areattached to the legs off
migratory birds to record_their yearly migrationg/e eventually
NEOSAQYSR | O2LJ 2F U0UKS NBLZN
¢KS 3S2t20F 02N ¢+a LIXIFOSR 2
she was sitting on an egg in an artificial tAbex at Summerlands
on Phillip IslandVictorig in late 222. A band had previously bee
placed on the other legist over a year earlier

How does the geolocator work?

It records light level records from which it is possible to calcul
locationsc latitude and longitude at sunset and sunrise for eac
day. This Shearwater had carried the geolocator for 332 days.
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A great circle calculation of the distance mowed
the sum of sunset to sunrise to sunset distances
etc. - showed the Shearwatdtew about168,750
kilometresin the 332 days, with an average daily
movement of about 507ilometres

South to north migration occurred in April 2023
with the Shearwater crossing the equator on-26
27th April.

North to south migration occurred in October
2023 withthe bird crossing the equator on 12th
October 2023.

It nearly made it home after the long trip, but
alas, it was not to be this time. See the map
belowF 2 NJ U KS { KSI NBI 0SNQa

'YyiAf L f221SR G GKAaA
before undertaking the arduous journey to the
North Pacific, Shearwaters fly south to the edge
of the Antarctic ice edge to feed.

About 20 million Shortailed Shearwaters breed

in Australia, the majority around Bass Strait and
Tasmania, but some in NSW also including on our
own Brush Islan¢hear Bawley Point)

It is always worth giving beaclvashed
Shearwaters a close lookight-level geolocators
were first described and used in the 199@sit
birds have been banded with an inscribed metal
band for over100 years nowin order to gain
more information on them.

Come lateSeptember,everyoneshould start

looking for flocks of Shearwaters travelling
down our coast, wheeling and dipping over
the waves as they try to beat hunger to mak

their way home.

Thanks to David Boyle of the Victorig
Ornithological Research Group I6MORG]jor

the map and information and to the CSIRO

Australian Bird Guide for extra information.

F IAFORM W DLIFE GPO BOX & E

132-L4082%

Thanksmust gopatrticularly to our keereyed
beachgoer for starting s whole thing off

If you find a banded bird dead on the beach
contact ABBBSyy visiting their website at|
www.dcceew.gov.au/scieneeesearch/bird

bat-banding- there is a link on the page fof
reporting any bands that you find.

LATITUDE

VORG_7_22
STSW found dead Kioloa Beach, NSW 20/11/2023. Map by David Boyle VORG

50 100 150 200
LONGITUDE
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Are you a landholder with isolated trees?
- research projecby Arielle Purkett
Hello!

My name is Arielle, and I’'m an ecologist student conducting an honours research project at UNSW. My work
investigates how habitat fragmentation impacts the ecological interactions of remnant trees across rural NSW.

How you can help:

I’m looking for landholders willing to allow me access to isolated trees for this research. This can be located
from the South Coast until the Mid North Coast and up to 4 hours inland from the coast. Ideally will have
multiple trees to survey with a range of species to determine any patterns. If you, or someone you know, has
remnant or isolated trees and forest patches on your property and is willing to help, please let me know!

& Access requirements:

Permission to access trees for visual inspections and leaf sampling
Low-impact work (no harm to trees beyond small leaf samples)
Flexible scheduling—working with your daily schedule

I’d be happy to:

¢ Provide further information about mv research methods
¢ Offer a presentation to your community about the results after the research is complete!

» What I’m studying:

« Herbivory: Are isolated trees impacted by leaf-eating insects and other animals in comparison to trees
in large patches?

« Pathogen occurrence: Are diseases like myrtle rust less common in isolated trees?
« Pollen limitation: Do isolated trees have trouble reproducing because of fewer pollinators?

By comparing isolated trees to trees in large patches (like those along river edges & mountainside), | hope to
better understand the ecological role of remnant trees and provide valuable data for ecosystem management
in fragmented environments.

& Fieldwork methods:

¢ Focused on at least 15-50 individuals of native woody species where possible. For herbivory and
pathogen data collection it will only take a few hours on 1 day.

« Sampling 5 branches with 10 leaves each (some left intact, some cut from high branches) visually
looking for signs of myrtle rust. No significant disturbance—minimal impact on your property | can walk
to the trees if preferred otherwise | can drive on car tracks to limit compaction on the land.

o Ifyou have isolated Acacias that are flowering and are willing for my pollen experiment to take place,
then | would need to visit your farm twice with 6 weeks in between.

Thank you for considering supporting this research!
Warm regards,

Arielle ¢
R, Contact details: B 0468 456 793 @1 a.perkett@student.unsw.edu.au '@ arielle_perkett@hotmail.com
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Bird baths in your garden
- by Brett Davis

Whether or not to have bird baths in
your garden is open to debate, but
you want to attract birds to_your,
garden K S NI Q abirdl-bathftigsdo
help both the birds and you.
Where?

To keep birds safe from predators lik
cats, put your bird bath in &
reasonably open area away from areg
of low, dense bushewhere catscould !
hide and pounce. Nearby taller shrul
and trees make good bird escap
routes and perching spots. /

Shady spots are best to keep wa

cool, but not essential. Also considd¥
spots that are easily accessible for yJi
as well as the birds. Locations that c3g
be easilyreached with a hose are goo

for making cleaning easier

| use aten-litre plastic watering can to
fill. my birdbaths, and it takes mg

before all my bird baths are full!

You will also want the bird baths ig#
locations where you can see the
unless you have TEN bird baths in yof
Al NRSY tA1S YS &
providing for birds yoQ beter seé

Types?
The traditional pedestal bird baths ar
popular ¢ for good reason. | have oné
that is shallowg less than 5cm deep
and acouple of deeper ones at aroung™
10¢ 15 @ntimetres ¥,

Little birds and pigeons like shallowes
baths at my place, while deep omse %
with branches overheadre preferred
by Wattlebirds and Bowerbird#®\deep

and a variety of parraspecies.

My two deep pedestals are made Of
cement, while the third, shallower o
is more of a porcelain material.hiave
used whatever is available fomy bird
baths ¢ including a metal oven dish,
casserole dish,a frypan with the
handle removedan old electric frypan
that was no longer used, and even &
re-purposed Foxtel satellite dish!
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Cleaning?
| top up the water mostlays andry to give all , ~

the birdbaths a thorough scrub at least once Electric fryp;‘r’f =

week, and more often if | carl. avoid using g
chemicals and rely on a scrubbing brush & AN
elbow grease, but some people recommends

diluted white vinegar, wildlifesafe enzyme

treatments and even old copper pennies f

inhibit the growth of algae.

Moving water?

They say that ipds seem to beattracted to the §
sight and soundof moving water and that g
drippers, misters or small fountains should @
considered.

5

However, the mechanisms and power supplig&s
for water features can add a lot of additiong
YIEAYGSYlFyOS G2 06ANR
mind the extra work, give it a go!

My wife and | have over 80 different species |
OANRA 2y 2dzNJI § R2 dzalS
confident that if we had no birdbaths th
number would besignificantly smaller

bandicoots and kangaroos appreciatthe
water inour bird baths as welll

&

P N

-Sate
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Memes loosely related to birds
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